Israeli soldier plays with 
explosives, sets guard post on fire 

j XEL AVTV (A^) — An Israeli soldier injured a 
stewing comrade and destroyed his guard post in 
.southern Lebanon by playing with explosives a mili- 
^ spokesman said on Tuesday. The soldier set off 
^ .explosives in a room next to where his comrades 
^ sleeping. One man suffered bums, and a laree 
%ount of weapons and ammunition was destroyed 
^ other soldiers managed to put out the flames 
action was nothing short of a miracle. The inci- 
tot could have ended in disaster,” the spokesman 
! An enquiry has been opened. The troops 
jDVoIved belonged to an elite unit, on duty in the ea«- 
em sector of the strip of southern Lebanon occupied 
-by Israel. ■ ^ 
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Regent confers medal upon 
Saudi Border Guards chief 

AMMAN (Petra.) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, on Tuesday received at the 
Royal Court Chief of the Saudi Border Guards, Major 
General Talal Ben Muhsen Anqawi. The Regent con- 
ferred upon Maj. Gen. Anqawi AJ Istihqaq Medal of 
the First Order. Attending the audience were Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mirai Kaabneh and HRH Prince Abdullah. 
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Iran, Iraq 

^change remains 
of soldiers 

.TBHRAN (R) — Iran and 
~tnq on 'I\iesday exchanged 
die lemains of more than 330 
sok&cs kiOed m tbeir 1950- 
gS war, Che Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported. It 
^ bodies of 121 Irani- 
ans were exchanged for 
those of 213 Iraqis at the 
Sbklaaxdieb border post in 
southwest Xraa. Memwfaiie 
die heads of the two coud- 
tn^’ conmitEees oiganising 
-±e search for those missiDg 
ip acdon met on board a ves- 
sel near die Iranian port of 
Abadan to coordinate efforts, 
^ agency said. Iranian and 
^ teams combing the for- 
ii|r war zones found 
. tens diousands of bodies 

a United Nadoos-spon- 
ceasefire halted the 
vat 

Hostages’ severed 
heads found 
in Chechenya 

DOVYDENKO (Rj — The 
severed beads of three 
and a New Zealander 
jddoa^qied by Chechen gun- 
'^ ■wete discovered in a 
on a deserted highway 
IQ: the . breakaway R ussian 
: Tbesday. Chechen 

. 4 SdaineD jKeveated jour- 
'-^sis from filming the 
scene aimd barren wintry 
folds three kilametres fixmi 
die wes^ village of Dovy- 
deidto near the di^^ town of 
lUldd^ Martao. Ihe four 
tnenr^-Britcxts Darren Hick- 
g’.'Rndolf Retschi and Peter 
Kstnecfy and New Zealander 
Sooley Shaw — were cap- 
flied-l:^ unknown gunmen 
jop Od-3 in the Qiecheo 
c^aial, Grozny, where they 
veie installing a mobile 
jpboie^ystem. It was die first 
W fmign bostagess had 
leamnidaed since the end 
rOfChecbenya's 1994-96 war 
Russia. 

Yemen arrests 
Bine in German 
kidnap case 

(AFP) — Yemeni 
atiAcmties have arrested 
rioe pec^Ie from the tribe 
diat Iddi^iped a group of 
GeimaQ tourists, in a bid to 
secure fheir release, tribal 
and _police sources said 
Tue^y. The arrests includ- 
^ eld^ fiom the Bani 
Dhdaan tribe that kid- 
napped the three Gennan 
and a nran on Sun- 
day. An official from 
^(Qieq*« tourist board told 
AFP fliat police had given 
tribe just 24 hours to 
a^ease' the tourists. Sanaa 
Governor Naji Abdullah 
^ has been sent to negod’ 
Se vidi ihe tribesmen. The 
were Iddnapped 
i^^viHage of Yefleb, 80 
hloateties south of the cap- 
*taL They were returning to 
Sanaa - after a trip, the 
Sources said, and "diey did 
^ know what happened to 
drh'er and interpreter. 

*^lyi Turkey to 
ties 

li^ndfng ruling 

%USSELS (R) — NATO 
• Italy and Turkey 
on Tuesday to 
■^oth their troubled rela- 
pending a decision by 
JitaHan court on the fate 
■y Abdullah Ocalan, the 
guerrilla leader 
in Italy. Tr.>»lian For- 
■J^_ Minirter Lambeno 
Jjjj^d after meeting his 
ir™ cotmtepait Ismail 
Brussels: “We have 
?®kcd together with Mr 
to tensions... and 
5 ^ a birtter understand- 
JJS of deposition Italy has 
“Tj- and to therefore 
to the climate 




fisted between our 
> ^.opunnies — to die 
possil^ — before 
^•Ocihin ca.se.” 


Netanyahu tells Ross next 
W. Bank withdrawal unlikely 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
told U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross Tuesday that 
be was unlikely to cany out 
a promised West Bank with- 
drawal next week despite a 
visit by President Bill Clin- 
ton to save the latest Israeii- 
Palestinian peace accords. 

During some two hours of 
talks immediately after 
Ross' arrival, Netanyahu 
justified his government's 
decision to ft^ze imple- 
meniation of the Wye Riv’er 
land-for-securiiy agreement 
in response to alleged Pales- 
tinian violations of the six- 
iveek-old deal 

“So far there's nothing to 
indicate the Pales tinians are 
fulfilling their obUgations, 
so who on earth is expecting 
me to give up more land?” 
N^anyahu said foUowring 
the meeting. 

He accused Palestinian 
National Autfaori^ (PNAj 
leader Yasser Arafat of 
“oiganising violent demon- 
strations against Israelis” to 
press for the release of 
Palestinian political prison- 
ers held in Lnaeli jails and of 
vowing to proclaim an inde- 
pendent state “in violation 
of the agieemenL” 


“I respea the Wye agree- 
ment, but given die multiple, 
grave violations, how can 1 
give up land at tUs time," he 
said. 

“After this meeting with 
Dennis Ross, I'm sure the 
U.S. realises how serious 
Israel is about Palestinian 
compliance with the agree- 
menC he said. 

Over the past two weeks, 
Palestinians have clashed 
almost daily with Israeli 
security forces and stoned 
Israeli civilians in jMotest 
over Netanyahu's refusal to 
include political dettunees 
among 750 Palestinian pris- 
oners Israel is required to 
release under the Wye 
accord. 

In response to reporters' 
questions, Ross backed 
Netanyahu by saying the 
Wye accord flowed Israel 
to choose which prisoners to 
free and he criticised the use 
of violence on the Palestin- 
ian side. 

‘The prime minister in 
fact has been doing on this 
issue what he said he would 
do,” Ross said. 

Tf you have differences 
on any issue, the place 10 
deal with them is at the 
negotiating table. There is 
no place for violence,” be 


said. 

Netanyahu also indicated 
he would only be willing to 
participate in a three-way 
summit with Clinton and 
Arafat if a meeting of Pales- 
tinian leaders to )x attended 
by Clinton in Gaza City on 
M(M)day yields a “serious 
vote” to definitively cancel 
anti-Israeli clauses in the 
Palestinian charter 

“We are concerned with 
some efforts that (he Pales- 
tinians are making to use the 
trip to try to show up their 
claim for a Palestinian state- 
hood,” Netanyahu, who 
staunchly opposes I^estin- 
ian indepen^nce, said earli- 
er this week. 

Government officials also 
expressed concern if Clinton 
would pressure Netanyahu 
to carry out the second of 
three West Bank pullbacks 
required by the ^^e deal 
and scheduled for D^. 18. 

But Ross defended Clin- 
ton’s trip, saying his 
promise to attend the Gaza 
meeting of Palestuuan lead- 
ership was part of the Wye 
accord. 

“Secondly, it's logical for 
him to come at a time when 
the agreemeot is in difficul- 
ty,” he said. 

After his talks with 


Netanyahu, Rc^s was due to 
meet in the West Bank city 
of Ramallah with Arafat, 
who earlier in the day 
appealed to the United 
States to save the Wye 
accord from IsraeU back- 
sliding. 

“Israeli direats not to 
implement the withdrawals 
and the attempts to make 
Clintcm's visit a failure and 
escalate tensions are not 
acceptable,” said Arafat 
spoilsman Nid))! Abu 
Rudeina. 

“We ask the U.S. adminis- 
tration to do all it can to 
guarantee the complete 
implementaticm of the 
agreement,” he told AFP. 

Clinton is due to arrive 
early Sunday for an historic 
three-day visit that w'ill fea- 
ture the first trip by a U.S. 
president to the rerrimrres 
ruled by Arafat's PNA. 

In a show of equanimity 
which has angered 
Netanyahu’s government, 
Clintmi will spend Sunday 
in Jerusalem and Monday in 
Gaza followed by a half day 
of sightseeing Tttesday in 
Palestioian-raled Bethlehem 
and cben Masada, “scene of 
a battle symbolic of Jewish 
courage and defiance.” 


Palestinian prisoners 
step up hunger strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A hunger strike by 
Palestinians in Israeli jails 
intensified on Tbesday after 
more than 260 detainees 
joined a week-old protest 
against Israel's reftikJ to 
release security prisoners, 
Palestinian officials said. 

In unrest sparked by Pales- 
tinian anger over the contin- 
ued detention, clashes erupt- 
ed in A1 Ram, near Arab east 
Jerusalem, between Israeli 
soldiers and stone-throwing 
Palestinian students. 

The army res^nded by 
firing tear gas inside their 
school, witnesses said. 

Palestinian officials said 
the number of inmates on 
hunger strike at Meggjdo 
prison had risen ftoro four to 
about 270 on Tbesday and 
that a total of nearly 2,0(X) 
prisoners were refusing food 
at Israeli jails. 

Palestinian prisoners plan 
‘an overall strike” on Dec. 
1 1, a day before U.S. Presi- 
dent BiU Clinton begins a 
visit to Israel and Palestin- 
ian-ruled areas, one of the 
officials said. 

A sem'or Pa/estinran pe:^ 
negotiator said a frmuly 
member has been pro- 
nounced clinically dead 
after being shot in the head 
by Israeli troops on Monday 
during protests in the West 
Bank. _ 

The negotiator, Saeo 
Erekat, said 20-year-old 
Nafiser Erekat had not b^n 
throwing rocks at soldi^ 
when he was shot in ffie 
Palestinian town of Abu Dis. 

•‘He was shot by the army 
while he was on the rooftop 


of his house trying to bring 
down his younger brother,” 
Erekat told Reuters. 

‘'Doctors told me today 
that Nasser is clinically 
dead. I hold die government 
of [Frime Minister 
Benyamin] Netanyahu 
respcmsible for the es^a- 
tion against the Palestinian 
people and for sus^nding 
peace moves.” he said. 

“On top of diat die sol- 
diers entered the house and 
brutally beat up my uncle — 
his father — who now has 
four stitches near his eye.” 
Erekat said. 

Asked about the shooting, 
Netanyahu adviser David 
Bar-lilan said: “The prime 
minister has told me, and I 
think he conveyed it to Mr. 
Erekat as well, that be is 
heartbroken over the very 
critical injury suffered by 
Erekat's [relative].” 

“The point is dial whoever 
starts rims is the one who is 
to blame for all injuries 
caused by the riot,” Bar-Illan 
said 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
chief Israeli peace negotiator 
Danny Naveb telephoned 
Erekat to express their sym- 
pathy, a relative sud. 

At least 50 I^estinians 
were injured in clashes with 
Israeli soldiers on Monday. 
Four Israeli border police- 
men and two Israeli civilians 
were also injured in tbe vio- 
lence, the Israeli army said. 

Israel denies Palestinian 
contentions that it agreed at 
the U.S. Middle E^ sum- 
mit in October to free politi- 
cal prisoners. 


Clinton to go ahead 
with Mideast visit 

By Caroline Faraj-in Brussels 

U.S. SECREIARY of State Madeleine Allxi^ on Tbesday 
stressed that President Clinton would go widi a ccxitiover- 
sial trip to the Middle East and uged Israel and the Palestinian 
National Audiority to honour their oommitm^ ^Ued out in 
die Wye River agreement rigned in October. 

T've been in touch with both sides malting it clear that h Is 
impertant for the Falestiiuans to live np to ibeir obligations in 
terms of takiog care of die security situation and to do what they 
are obliged to do, and also with the Israelis not to add conditions.” 
Albri^t told a press conference after a NATO meeting in Brus- 
sels. 

all know that the Middle East peace process is at a very dif- 
ficult (stage) and that there are bomte on the road bur we expea 
oWgatioos (hat were agr^ on both sides to be respected,'' she 
said, adding diat U.S. laddie East envoy Dennis Ross is in the 
region DOW and “we hope to get solutioiis to the fxc^lem.” 

She was referring to a statement by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that it was uniikriy for Israel to caiy out a 
plec^ed pullback next wed; as prov^ed for by die 

River laDd-fbr-security deal (see story above). 

DesjMte the conpUcatioos in die in^iementadon of the deal, 
Albd^ sdd Clinton would make the December 12-15 Journey 
to the Middle East because it was part erf' the Patesdoian-Israeti 
agreement reached in October after intensive U5. mediatim, dis- 
missing statements saying Israel was trying to per^mde Clinton 
to postpone his visit 

She said Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon had told her on 
Monday that the presid^ was welcome to visit 

'Tbe visit was part of die Wye agreement in Oder to son out 
how the agreement will be implensented; so the president was 
welcomed by both parties and he is loolting forwrud for this 
important trip,” she said. 

Asked dTout the Palestinian National Council meeting before 
the presidential visit she sai± “The expectatm ttecofding to die 
Wye agreement is that there will be chan^ in paragraphs in the 
I^C Charter that are anti-Israeli and that is what is going 10 hap- 

Regarding the U.S. role in tbe final sta&is negouanons sbe 
pointed out “We'D have a role like in the past and whatever the 
parties would like us to have in the various pans of the Middle 
Fa'U negotiations, we had an active lole in all pe^ negotiations, 
and residing our role in the final smis negotkuions, ^y are as 
desired by parties.” 

Albright said die U.S. hopes to “energise” «ber tracks erf nego- 
tiatiois “and mai-e* sure that the Syrian aixl Ldxinese tracks 
would be activated in otder to achieve comprehensive in the 

^frdcDeEasL 



PREPARING FOR CLINTON'S VISIT: A masked anti-teiTDnst Palestinian pofa'ce 
unit conducts a drill at the Arafat Police Academy in Gaza on Tbesday. The drUl 
was conducted in front of a weapons collection team meeting between Palestinian 
police and an American security team in preparation for a visit by U.S. President 
BUI Clinton to the Gaza Strip (Reuters photo) 


Regent, Fatchett discuss 
Middle East peace, Iraq 


By Francesca CTriad 

AMMAN — Tbe implenien- 
tadon of the I^lestioian-lsraeli 
River Memorandum and 
die situation in Iraq were the 
focus of talks HRH Crow'D 
Prince Hassan. the Regenu 
held Tuesday with British MP 
Derek Rttehetu minister of 
state at the Foreign and Com- 
moDwealth Office. 

Jordan and Britain agree that 
Israel must implenaeni aD 
conunitmems it took under the 
OcL 3 Wye River deal with- 
out intrtxiijdng new condi- 
tions. Ritcfaeti said last night 
before departing from Amman 
at the end of a 24-hour visit 10 
the Kingdom. 

“We want to see die com- 
miiments that both sides have 
made under the Wye agiee- 
nieni earned out,” he said. 

“We feel that the security 
commitments [made under the 
deal by tbe I^estinians] are 
beinn carried ouu and our 
view so far is that it is very 
piomising that the f^Jestinian 
Charter changes will take 
place.” 

“We therefore hope and 
expect tbe process to move 


forward.” Faicheo told 
reporters gathered at (Jueeo 
Alia IntemationaJ .Airport. 

He described yesterday's 
statement by an Ist^D official 
that a ftinher IsraeU troop rede- 
ploymenu scheduled under the 
deal for next week, was 
unlikely to take place as “inap- 
propriate,” (see reteted story): 

“What we must not do is 
inpoducing new cooditions 
that are not part of the signed 
agreement.” F^cheit said. 

He .stressed ihai JonJan's 
strategic interests in some of 
the issues to be tackled during 
Palestinian-lsraeli negotiations 
on final status roust be recog- 
nised. 

“T also recognise that Jordan 
has a very keen interest in 
many issues in the final status 
negotiations, such as refugees, 
the staois of Jerusalem, water, 
and others.” Faicbea said. 

“Jordan has a very diiea 
involvement in those issues 
and when wc get 10 final status 
talks OD those issues Jordan's 
invcrfwraem has k) be nwg- 
nlsfti" 

On Iraq, he said Jordan and 
Great Britain shared the same 
view that Baghdad must com- 


ply with UN. resolutions and 
desm^ its weapt^ of mass 
destruction, ‘Which pose a 
threat not only to the Iraqi 
people, but the region as a 
whole.” 

Separate meetings witb the 
Regent and senicr officials 
concluded that Ihe two coun- 
tries will establish as of the 
new' year a pattera of regular 
contacts betWo officials at 
various levels. Fatchett said, in 
order to make tbe alie^ 
close bDaieral ties “bener stiU.” 

In taDis with Prime Minister 
I^yez Taraw'nefa on Tuesday. 
Fatchett conveyed his coun- 
try’s great ^jpredation and 
gradiude forite role played by 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
the n^otiations ^ led to die 
W^iteal. 

Late Monday, die Briti^ 
minister of sate held talks 
whh Fexeign Minister Abdul 
Dub Khatib 

Before departing to Damas- 
cus, where he said he w'iD 
work for the resumption of 
talks on tbe Syriao-^raeli 
track of tbe Middle East peace 
process, Fatchett also visited 
Petra and the Hineen refugee 
camp, north of Amman. 


Lebanon vows to keep fighting 


BEIRUT tR) — Defence 
Minister Ghazi Zeaier vowed 
on Tuesday to continue bat- 
tling Israel's “bizarre and arro- 
gant” 20 'year-old occupation 
of south Lebanon. 

Zeaier. who took office on 
Monday, told reporters tbe 
armed forces would suppcrt 
the gueiiiDa groups Gating 
Israel and would coenriinate 
with Syria, the main power 
broker in Lebanon with 
35,000 troops stationed there. 

‘Israel always remain 
our enemy, the aggressor 
against our south and against 
aD Arab lands, the bizarre and 
arrogant fbire we wiD always 
be ready to strike at,” Zeaier 
said. 

“We have identified our 
enemy as Israel and our broth- 


er as Syria, with whan we will 
continue to cocHdinate on mil- 
itary and security issues." he 
adi tei “AVe wiD strengthen 
our army to counter any IsraeD 
aggressioiL” 

Zeaier's comments echoed 
fomier army commander and 
Lebanese President Emile 
Lahoud's poUev' on the south, 
the last Arab-lsraeU frontier 
where fighting is taking place. 

Lebanon is offidaUy at war 
with Israel, which occupies 10 
per cent of the count^-. The 
Jewish stale has conuoDed 
se\ eral parts of south Lebanon 
since 1978 in addition to a 15- 
kilomeqe deep so-calfod 
“security zone" it set up in 
1985 to protect its bo^rs 
against guemJta attacks. 

The pTD-lranian HizboUah 


and other guerriDa ^oups are 
fighting 10 oust Brael and its 
local South Lebanon Army 
militia aDies from die area. 
Twenty israeD soldiezs have 
been IdDed and 93 wounded in 
the conflict so for this year. 

The rising death toD has 
prompted brael to review its 
milic^ presence in the area. 

Some IsraeU officials have 
proposed aoacldng Ldiam»'s 
infrastnicture every time an 
Israeli is hurt Ist%li Prime 
Minister Beny amin 

Netanyahu has said he is ready 
to withdraw fic»n the area pro 
vided the Lebanese govern- 
ment guarantees an end to the 
guenilla wan 

Beirut and S)Tia have 
refused any conditional Israeli 
pullback. 


No arms inspections unless crippling sanctions lifted, Iraq warns 


M0SC0W_(^)-U-N; 


arms 
aDowed 


inspectexs wiD not be 
' to work in Iraq uruess 


auowcu -I 

crippling econorrac sanep^ 
^ I r -an* lifted^ 


npgin st 
I^’S ' 


I Badidad are lifted* 
ivputy Prime Minister 


Iraq’s Deputy miw 

Aziz warned Tuesday. 

At a press conference hoe a 
defiant Iraqi ^ 

accused U.N. weapons znspec- 
tion earns of fabricating w- 
manufacturing ci^ 
United Nations of 
actively spying for Washing- 


ton and London. 

‘Tf they want the (U J^.) Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSC^M) 
to continue their inspections, 
the Americans must decide to 
stop sanctions against Iraq,” 
said who earlier met 

Russian Prime Minister 

Yev^ny Primakov. 

'If insist on the sanc- 
tions, they must expea that the 
special commission wiU no 
longer work in Iraq, “ Aziz 
said. 


Ui^. arms experts on Tues- 
day resumed spot checks on 
Iraqi rites, inspections the 
United Nations insists ate a 
prerequisite to the lifting of 
sanctions, including an oil 
embargo, slapped on the coun- 
try it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

WashingtoD and London 
have warned that they remain 
ready to use military force 
Ba^idad to ensure foU 
access for the inspectors, while 


Moscow 3 ^ Baghdad has 
complied with U.N. resolu- 
tions and that sanctions should 
be lifted 

On Monday Moscow said it 
expeoed sorctions would be 
ea^soon. 

“The Americans don't want 
sanctions against Iraq lifted 
because they want tbe r^ime 
overthrown,” Aziz cf^ed. 
‘The spedal commission is 
deliberately slowing down its 
work, making fcv^Tie.> and 


inventing crises at each st:^. 

“Moreover, it Ls spying fix 
the United States and Britain.*’ 
Iraq's depu^ premier said 

“I told Russia that our deci- 
sion to continue to coeperate 
with tbe commission was not 
due to American threats hut the 
results of the meffiadon efforts 
of Boris Yeltsia Kofi Annan 
and other countries,” the Iraqi 
official said refoning to the 
Russian prerideni and U.N. 
secreiaiv uenerai. 


“We are told that inspections 
could commence at the begin- 
ning of Januaiy. When they do 
start, we will see whether it is 
an efficient operation or 
whether it is a political game 
rimed at maintaining sanc- 
tions gainst Iraq.” 

However, it was unclear 
whether he had been accurate- 
ly translated from Arabic into 
Russian, as Interfax news 
agenev' quoted Aziz as refer- 
ring to u comprehensKe 


review of Iraqi comi 
with UJ'J. lesotutioris p 
for January. 

Aziz leinfonred the m 
latei; telling future R 
diplomats t^ “we are 
Russia to assume a fim 
tion in tbe United Natio 
teU the members of ffie S 
ly Council that Irat 
already honoured its co 
meras before the worfd 
raumty,” Intafex quote 
as savin". 
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Delegation leaves for 
Baghdad with $300,000 
in humanitarian aid 

Team led by former U.S. Attorney General Clark 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

.AMMAN — A humanitar- 
ian delegation led by for- 
mer U.S. Attorney Gener- 
al Ramsey Clark left Jor- 
dan on Tuesday for Bagh- 
dad to deliver $300,000 
worth of medical assis- 
tance to the Iraqi people in 
defiance of U.N. sanctions. 

The 16-member team, 
which includes members 
of the American Muslims 
for Global Peace and Jus- 
tice and others, will meet 
during their four-day visit 
with Iraqi officials and tour 
hospitals in Iraq. 

The medical shipment 
that the team will deliver in 
B^hdad includes antibi- 
otics and drugs for treating 
cancer, which has been 
reported to be on the 
increase in Iraq following 
the 1990-91 war whfch 
ended the seven-month old 
Iraqi occupation of 


Kuwait. 

Clark, who met previous- 
ly wi± Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, said his visit 
to Iraq coincides with the 
50th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and is 
aimed at drawing die 
American public's atten- 
tion to the suffering of the 
Iraqi people. 

‘The people of Iraq are 
almost on a separate planet 
and isolated from this 
world as if they were not a 
part of the human race... 
we see the entire popula- 
tion of Iraq subjected to die 
cruellest and most inhu- 
man treatment,** Clark 
said. 

He pointed out that the 
American people are 
deprived of information 
about what their govern- 
ment is doing to ±e Iraqi 
people. 

“We have a media that is 


ow'ned by the same corpo- 
rate interests that guide our 
armament policy and eco- 
nomic and political lives, 
and in fact, control the 
government." Ramsey told 
the Jordan limes before be 
departed with his team to 
Bagdad. 

“The American govern- 
ment is responsible for the 
deaths of hundreds and 
hundreds of thousands of 
infants and children and 
elderly people, nursing 
mothers. women and 
chronically ill people in 
Iraq over a period of eight 
long, miserable years that 
has to end," he said. 

“The world has to unite 
on this 50th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaralion 
of Human Rights to end 
the worst violation of 
human rights during those 
SO years, the sanctions 
against the people of Iraq," 
Clark added 



Defendants on tiial^ 
Rabia, Shmeisani t 


Fonner U& Attorney Secretaiy' Ranisey Claric (»i Tuesday carries medical supplies ooDected 

in the U.S. fw Iraq during a stop-over in Amman on his way to Baghdad (Reuters {riMrtol 


AMMAN IJ.T.) — Five 
defendants charged with 
killing II people in the 
Rabia and Shmeisani mur- 
ders pleaded not guilty 
Tuesday during their first 
appearance at die State 
Security Court. 

The defendants denied 
that they were involved in 
the January and April inci- 
dents, in which Iraqi diplo- 
mat Hikmat A1 Hajou and 
his wife, Iraqi millionaire 
Namir Ochi, and three Jor- 
danians were murdered. 

The suspects originally 
confessed after their arrest 
in May to the slaying of 
eight Iraqis in a luxurious 
villa in Rabia on Jan. 17 
and the killing of three 
prominent Jordanians in 
Shmeisani on April 8 of 
this year. 

One of the suspects. 
Mohammad Jagbabeen, at 
the time allegedly told 
police that they kill^ Ochi 
last January because of 
finwcial differences in 
addition to five other per- 
sons found in his villa and 
Hajou and his wife, who 
arrived during the incidenL 


The defendants reported, 
ly confessed to killin g the 
three Jordaaian^lSjFycr 
Hanrm Naddeh, his/sba 
Suheil, and psyc hiat^ 
Awni Saad over personal 
differeoces. ' . 

The ixiurt was pr^ided 
over by Colonel "Yonsef 
Faouri and' mclu^fed 
Judges Hassan Tatawoeh 
and Ahmad Ayyash, The 
prosecution was 
ed by Judge Lieutenant 
Colonel Mahmoud Obei- 

dat and Captain Ma&moial 

HiyasaL 

After the reading of die 
cfaai;^ sheet Ihe couit 
rqipointed lawyers 
Badri and Mohanunad 
Hantoush- to defend, two 
suspects. Jaghabeen rand 
Abdullah Hammad.'raisii^ 
to four the number: of 
defence lawyers on die 
case. The other tivo 
lawyers are Mohammad 
Dweik and laha 
Rawashdeh. i 

The court ac^ounied afto 
announcing that ft 
hold sessions on Sundays 
and Wednesdays ea^ 
week. . . 


Association complains of high number of pharmacies 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The increas- 
ing number of pharmacies 
in Jordan is reducing profits 
for pharmacists across the 
boai^ the secretary general 
of the Jordan Pharmacists 
Association said Tuesday. 

“Jordan has one of the 
highest pharmacy-popula- 
tion ratios in the world," 
Talal Albo said. “Since 
approximately 65 per cent 
of Kingdom's peculation 
receives its medlcioe from 
the Ministry of Health or 
military or university hos- 
pitals, the 1,600 pharmacies 
currently operating all over 
the counuy have to com- 


pete for the remaining 35 
per cent of the market." 

“This has led to a situa- 
tion where there are barely 
1.000 people per pharmacy 
in Jottkn. compared to the 
world average of about one 
pharmacy per 5,500 citi- 
zens.'* he added. 

Albo said that at a meet- 
ing with Health Minister 
Nael Ajlouni three months 
ago. the association 
appealed to the minister to 
remedy the situation. He 
claimed that Ajlouni 
promised to .lb's 

association witliin ’ tiiree 
weeks but that the assge^- 
tion never received' a 
response. 


Ajlouni told the Jordan 
Times yesterday that the 
association did appeal and 
tiiat the ministry was look- 
ing into the issue. 

Albo said the pharma- 
cists* situation is further 
compounded by an expect- 
ed ten-fold increase in the 
number of pharmaceutical 
science graduates La the 
coming years. Jordanian 
universities graduate an 
average of 100-200 phar- 
macists a year, but the num- 
ber of universities offering 
majors in pharmacy will 
increase from three to eight 
within the next two years. 

“This situation obviously 
needs to be rectified,'* said 


Albo. 

Albo said that at the meet- 
ing with Ajlouni, the asso- 
ciation “suggested that 
licences for new pharma- 
cies in the Amman area 
only be granted to people 
who are graduates of phar- 
maceutic^ sciences with at 
least five years of wo^ng 
experience." 

"Albo said the associa- 
tion's proposal sets the 
minimum experience 
requirement to open a phar- 
macy at four years for the 
cities of Zarqa and Iibid, 
and three years for Karak. 
with no minimum experi- 
ence for other parts of the 
country. 


Ministry threatens iegai action against 
abusers of monthiy financiai assistance 

NAF individual loan programme ‘futile’ — Mamsar 


AMMAN (3.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Social Development 
has announced that it will refer 
to coun any ineligible persons 
found to have received its 
monihly financial assistance. 

Miiu^ of Social Develq^- 
ment Mohammad Kheir Mam- 
sar; who made the announce- 
ment in a newspaper interview 
fxilMed Tuesday, also said the 
Nadooal >Ud Fund's pro- 
gramme of providiiig loans to 
individuals to start small 
mcoriie-generating projects has 
{Hovedf^. 


Most of the individual redpi- 
ents of NAF loans have 
to secure income fitxn their 
jxojects and have been faced 
to sell tbeir businesses at less 
than half their wexto. Mamsar 
said, noting that die ministry is 
directing the NAF to gram 
loans ody to groi^ plai^g 
to carry an coUecrive projects. 

Last Scpteoiher. Mamsar said 
the ministry aopped granting 
motnhly asristance to oeaily 
S.000 familiks after a surv^ 
found they did na qualify for 
such aid. 


The ministry, through the 
NAF, does rxn offer loans to 
those who are able to work, 
Mamsar s aid , .Tdriing rhat many 
unemployed people for vdx>m 
the ministiy foaod wock 
declined to accqn the jobs, iur- 
fber aggravatii^ the unemploy- 
meni and poverty jxdblems. 

Mamsar has millions of 
dinars ^pent last year on helping 
the country's poa were ineffec- 
tive due lack of plannii^ and 
coochnatiai among ^^vem- 
mental and noa-governmerdal 
oiganisatioDs and the private 


sectoc 

The minister panted ox dtt 
52 otganisatioiis, gerveinmea- 
tal DOChgoveiiimemal 
vate-sectoE. and UNRWA 
togelher spent JD140 imOkn 
sociaT assistance prograoHnes 
b enefiting neady 65.d00 
Ueslastyean 

According to Mamsar. the 
collective budgets of the NAH 
NGOs and charitab le grogs 
total JI>200 ruOSte but be 
the problem lies is the maimer 
in vdnch these ftmch are invest- 
ed. 


Cilier rejects invitation to join coalition government 


ANKARA (AFP) — For- 
mer Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller on Tuesday rejected 
an invitation by premier- 
designate Bulent ^vit to 
join a three-way coalition 


including her arch-rival 
Mesut 'inimaz. 'The execu- 
tive board of our pa^' is 
opposed to our participa- 
tion in a coalition govern- 
ment as proposed by Ece- 


vit," Tansu Ciller, leader of 
the True Path Party, told 
reporters in Ankara. Ecevit 
had asked Ciller to join a 
coalition with his Democra- 
tic Left Party and Yiimaz's 


Motherland Party, which 
would command a comfort- 
able majority in parliament. 

Ciller and Yilmaz. the 
outgoing premier, are bitter 
personal enemies and rivals 


for leadership of the coun- 
try's right-wing. 

Vilmaz’ minority govern- 
ment was ousted by a vote 
of no-confidence in parlia- 
ment two weeks aso. 


JICA, public works ministry 
meet over bridge project 
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Mayo Clinic to open MidcJle East office in Dubai 


DUBAI (AP) — The U.S.-based 
Mayo Clinic will open its fust 
Middle East office in Dubai early 
next year, a company official said 
today. 

The Dubai office will screen 
patients and collect laboratory 


samples for testing at the clinic's 
three facilities in Rochester, Miim.. 
Jacksonville. Fla., regional director 
Taysir Khatib told toe Associated 
Press. 

Khatib said plans also were 
under way to open a telemedicine 


programme with Abu Dhabi's A1 
Mafraq hospital by mid-January. 

Khatib said Dubai was chosen 
for toe site for Mayo's regional 
office because nearly half of toe 
2,500 Arab patients visiting toe 
clinic each year come from toe 


Emirates. 

Some 1.600 physicians repre- 
senting more than 100 medical 
specialities work at toe clinic. They 
treat about 400,000 Americans and 
9.000 foreigners every year, Khat- 
ib said. 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — A vis- 
iting team from toe Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency signed minutes of 
discussions with toe Min- 
istry of Public Works and 
Housing on Wednesday 
on toe construction of the 
King Hussein Bridge on 
the Jordan River, a Japan- 
ese embassy statement 
said. 

The team will proceed, 
in accordance with the 
signed minutes of discus- 


sions, to further studies 
on background and condi- 
tions of toe project, 
including the bridge's 
design. 

The existing bridge, a 
temporary structure 4.5 
metres wide and 30.5 
metres long, was built in 
1968 and is considered 
inadequate. The project 
aims at building a new 
permanent bridge to meet 
future traffic over the Jor- 
dan River. This project is 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


I 15:10 Cartoon — ‘The .Adven- 
I tures of Teddy Ruxpin” 

^ 15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
' Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French Documentary 
16:30 ....Masters of the Maze 

17:00 French programme 

18:15 Drama - Wind at My Back 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French programme 

19:30 News headlines 

19 J5 ...Comedy — 2 Point 4 
Children 

20:00 Doc. — Envoye Special 
Magazine 

20:30 Drama - NYPD Blue 

21:15 The Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 

21:30 .Faces and Places 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Cover Story 

23:10 ..The Album Show 

23:59 indofTJC. 


PRAVTER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALEMDAR 


04:57 

Fajr 

06:19 


11:28 


14:13 

‘Asr 

16:37 


17:59 



CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Onircfa 
SweiftettTeL 5920740 


Assemblies of God Cfaurcfa Tel. 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Tem Sancta Churdi Tel. 
4622366 

An^iran ChUTCh Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afion Syrian Orthodox 
Churdi Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Internatioital Church 
Tel 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Coi^r^tion Tel. 5688404 
The Evangefical Local Church 
in Amman Tel 58 1 1 295 
Cburcfa d* Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist ait De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of P r e s e ntation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Cathdic Church 
Tel 4624757 

The Fji glish - 1 -angiiagp 

Catholic Phrish Tel 46 i 4 1 90 
Evai^elical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1 331 
The Armcniaii Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied b\ the 


Department of Meteorology 
Warm weather condinon.s will 
prevail during the day with 
clouds appearing at different 
altitudes. Clouds are expected 
to build up in the evening and 
temperatures to drop gradually 
causing rainfall in the northern 
regions extending to other 
parts throughout Thursday. 
Vflnds will be southeasterly to 
southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be warm, 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas calm. 

Amman 12/22 

Aqaba 17/29 

Deserts 11/25 

Jordan Valley 18/29 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 29 Humid- 
ity’ readings: Amman 37 per 
cent, Aqaba 25 per cent. 

Following are toe tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 06/16 

Jerasfa 11/22 

UmQavs 11/21 

Madaba 10/20 

Petra 11/22 

Dead Sea 16/27 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. FadlAJ Khatib .J865456 
Dr. Yousef Faqih ....4390104 
Dr. Mukhles Halaseh ...J519220 
Dr. Mohammad Suklcar .. .*<167914 

AMNUN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rnlm.41Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. .All Shoqairi (02> 710069 

Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275.160 

ZARQA: 

Or. Issa Omari (09)901266 

Palestine Pharmacy . .i 09)983562 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centie.....4637 1 1 1 
Gvil DefenreDeptiiimen(366lll] 
Civil Defence Immediaie Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Detence Emcrsencv.,...199 
Rescue 192.4621111.4657777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic olice .4896390 

Public Security Dept... 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - - 4787111 

Telqihone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) „121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central .Amman Telephone Repairs 
- 4623101 


Abdoli Tel. Repairs 566 1 10 1 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774 1 1 1 

Water .Authority — J680I00 

J. Electridiy Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Right Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. .Airport ..A4-53200 


HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

TlicArab Centre Tor Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 3666131/7 

Husrein Medical Cemie»5S56856 

Luzm’ila 4630I9S 

Khalkli Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akildi Maiemity. J642441/2 

Jabai Amman Muiemicy....4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. ,...4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ....3607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 3607431 

Jordan Hospital 3607550 

UnivcRity Hospiial 3353444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahll Abdali 5fi64l6W6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. ...47751 1 1/26 

AnnyMarka. ...4891611/15 

Qu«n Alia Hospital.„.....5 157I00 

Amal Hospital ....3607155 

AI Amal Cancer Cemre .3353000 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govi Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa Nadonaf Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sifia Hospital ......(09)98673 1 

A] Hikma Modem Hospital 
— ~./09)990990 


IRBiO); 

Rincefts Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

...(02)272275 

IIki A1 Nafees Ho^ial 

....(02)710137Z (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

_..._(02.)7 102831, {02)7102011 
SpecialiQr Hospital 402)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess HayaHoqrital i03)20]4]li 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNA’nONAL 
AIRPORT 


This iiformation is si^i^tUed hy 
Royal Jordanian tRJ) information 
dcfkirtmtTtt ul die Qiieeii Alia 
/nlematiunal Airport TeL 
(44)53200~5, where it should 
always verified. Iifumution on 
other flights can be supfdied on 
plufne 44 (52700). Informatim on 
Rny^ Wngs flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca(RJ) 

15:00 .New York Amsterdam (RT) 


London (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
Hrankftirt. Vienna (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

.Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Paris. Berlin (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

09d0 Cairo (MS) 

10 JO Jeddah (SV) 

12:20 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 Tunis (Tin 

lJs20 Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Rome (AZ) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Algiers (AH) 

18:05 Karachi, Abu I^abi (PK) 

18:40 Beirut (MEl 

W:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London. Damascus (BAi 

01:25 Athens (OA) 

02:00 Rome(AZ) 


-Royal Wings (RW) lights 

09:% Aqaba (arriving at OAIA) 
(RW) 

10:l(LAqaba (airivtng at Maika 
Aiipon)(RW) 

16KN).Aqaba (arriving a Maika 
Aupcn)(RW) 

18:30 Haifa (aniving ^ OALA) 
(RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (airi wng at 
QA1A)(RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (aniving s Maika 
Airport) (RW 

departures 


regarded as an illustration 
of Japan's contribution to 
toe peace process, said 
the statemenL 
Japan extended grant 
assistance worth up to 
771 million yen (approxi- 
mately S7 million) in 
1996 CO build the SfaeUdi 
Hussein Bridge. Tho con- 
struction work has been 
completed and an inaugu- 
ration ceremony 
expected to take place 
soon. 


06:50 Lamaca (RJ) , 

08:25 Amsterdam, New Ynk (Rft 

09:45 Rome (RJ) 

11:40 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:15 LondM (W> 

16:30 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19 JO Colombo (RJ) ' 

19 J5 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 Riyadh. DhafaranCRJ) 
20:15 ....Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:25 Cairo (RJ) 

20:35 J^ew Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 ...Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
21:15 ....Dubai. Musc^ (RJ) 
22:43 „..Sanaa(RJ) 

Other Flights 

06 JO Lamaca (CY) 

07:25 Damascus. Londoa (BA) 

07:25 Paris (AF) 

lOJO -.Ciiro(MS) 

12:00 ..Medina, Jeddah (SV) 

13:20 Kuwait (KIT) 

14.-K) ....Bahrain (GF) 

14:10 - .Tunis (TU) 

15 JO Vicoira(OS) 

15 JO Roroe(AZ) 

16:20 ..Shariqah (AH) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 
00:55 .......JLinsterdam (KL) 

02:45 Athens (OA) 


Royal Wh^(RW) Flights 

07ri» Aqaba (fiom Maria Aii^ 
poH)(KW) 

08J0-Aqaba (ftom Maria Ai^ 

pOftl(RW) 

16:00 Haifa (aniving a QAIA’ 
(RW) 

16J0 Tel Aviv (fiooi Maria An" 
pon)(RW) 

20J0 .J\qaba(&0(n(2AIA)(RffJ 
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Home News 

Islam ‘unequivocal’ on 
women’s participation in 
sxiety — Princess Sarvath 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, December 9, 1998 
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WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
FtiDcess Sarvath has 
sqes^ ^ Islam fi^y 
encourages the educatioo of 
womeo and dieir participa- 
tion in society, saying that 
reli^oQ is unequivo- 
cal" on thk issue. 

‘Islain is a religion in 
«bicb the quest for knowl- 
edge is imperative for men 
. god womenr she said^ cit- 
iiig die Hadith of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

‘‘Searching for knowledge 
is the duty of every believer, 
male and female," Princess 
. Sarvath said in a lecrure she 
delivered at the Johns Hop- 
kins - University School of 
Advanced International 

Saxhes on Monday. 

Princess Sarvath under- 
lined the fact that the first 
Muslim converts were 

\vomen in a lasting testimo- 
ny tt) how Islam challenged 
^ previous demanding sta- 
^ of women and elevated 
diem to a simus equal with 
mea.- “That women and 
^ ^ in no way regarded 
as inferior by Islam or treat- 
ed as such by Its Prophet is 
pcdectly clear," said 

Princess Sarvmh in the lec- 
ture entitled *The Educa- 
doQ of Women in the Mus- 
lim World.” 

Tiincess Sarvath pointed 
out (hat in Jendan, women 
have access to all forms of 
education and that the coun- 
try has had compulsory 
educ^OD for both boys and 
giiis since 1951. She added 
iiat the Educational Reform 
ftogramme started in 1987 
revised the curriculum with 
a :inew to ensuring that it 
does not contain gender 
SWnyping. 

The Princess explained 
dtat school enrolment in the 
Goopilsory .cycle is almost 
IQO per cent and that the 
fbnale illiteracy rate now 
siaads at around eight per 
cent, having maike^y 
dro[:^ from 36 per cent in 
im 


"Not only are our school 
enrolment and literacy rates 
amongst the highe.st in the 
Middle East, but 49 per cent 
of the enrolment of all Jor- 
danian college and universi- 
ty students are women,*’ 
Princess Sarvath said. 

Princess Sarvath also 
pointed out that Jordanian 
laws help women attain a 
status that is in keeping with 
the essence of Islam and the 
aspirations of the leadership 
of the country. She 
explained that women serve 
in senior government posi- 
tions and actively partici- 
pate in every aspect of life. 

Unfortunately, as is the 
case in other countries, 
Muslim and non-Muslim 
alike, many women in Jor- 
dan do find difficulty in 
reaching higher positions, 
which have been passed 
over in favour of men 
regardless of merit, said 
Princess Sarvath. 

But a number of Jordan- 
ian NGOs, vrith the direct 
involvement of HRH 
Princess Basma, are work- 
ing towards the revision of 
certmn laws as well as the 
drafting of new ones that 
protect and enhance 
women's rights, particularly 
in the labour and person^ 
status areas. Princess Sar- 
vath explained. 

Pointing out that the status 
of women differs from one 
Muslim couotiy to another 
due to historic, political 
and social differences 
among these countries. 
Princess Sarvath said chat 
the only standard by which 
to judge the educational pat- 
terns for Muslim women In 
different Muslim societies 
is the established jMsition of 
the religion itself in support 
of educ^on for women. 

"The validity and enor- 
mous benefits of even a 
mintmal education for 
women, Muslim or not, are 
irrefiitable, as is the positive 
stand Islam takes on educa- 


tion and pursuit of knowl- 
edge in general," Princes.*; 
Sarvath stressed. 

“By virtue of the liberal 
attitude of the religion 
towards their education and 
participation in socio-eco- 
nomic development, Mus- 
lim women have the right 
and opportunity to be mod- 
em women in the full sense, 
uith control over their own 
lives, and contributions to 
make to the life of their 
communities and nations," 
she said. 

Princess Sarvath said that 
only through education can 
women be empowered to 
take advantage of new 
opporcunities and to widen 
their horizons, adding that 
women should be entitled to 
have a say in what directly 
affects their welfare and 
that of their particular com- 
munity. Piincess Sarvath 
said the real moving force 
behind any attempt to 
improve the status quo of 
women is the priority that 
leaders and governments 
give to education. 

She rejected attempts to 
justify the limitation of the 
panicipation of women in 
the educational process or 
other process in society by 
claiming that religion 
requires so. Such justifica- 
tions are untrue, she empha- 
sised. “The challenge Mus- 
lim govem/nents face coday 
is how to live up to the 
requirements of their reli- 
gion concerning women’s 
rights, whilst acknowledg- 
ing their particular histori- 
cal, cultural and nationalis- 
tic biases and needs," she 
said. 

Princess Sarvath airived 
in Washington from Detroit, 
where she received Jordan- 
ian women representing the ' 
Arab-American and 

Chaldean Council as well as 
the wife of Michigan's gov- 
emor, Michelle Engler. 


In response to government’s criticism of rights report 

Euro-Med group remains ‘deeply concerned’ 
over freedom of expression in Jordan 


By Amy Hendersoa 

AMMAN — The Euro- 
Mcdiiecranean Human Ri^is 
Network rebuoed the govern- 
ment’s reply to a damning 
report written by a kxxil human 
rights activist on Jordan’s press 
and publications law, pt^enied 
to a special session of the Euro- 
pean I^rliainent last month. 

In a letter ad^essed to Press 
and Publications Department 
flinsctor Qanan, ENfflRN 
said that it remains “deeply 
concerned about restrictions on 
freedom of expression in Jor- 
dan” in spite of the govern- 
ment’s cl^ that the report 
contained “several inxeura- 
cies, extremely one-sided 
views based on flawed 
leseaidi and several instances 
where articles to the [|xess law] 
passed the Jordanian Parlia- 
ment were mistranslated..." 

“Derate the government's 
repeated reassurances of the 
soundness of the situation 
regonding the new press law... 
we insist on the faa that Jordan 
faced a setbat^ in democracy 
this year foUovring the promul- 
gation of the press law. os 
expressed in [thel report ’Black 
Year for Democracy in Jor- 
dan'," 

The report, wrir^ by jour- 
nalist and human rights activist 
Sa’eda Kilani. who is also a 
founding member of the 
EMHRN. put the government 
on the defensive after EMHRN 
gained an audience vritfi the EP 
in Sofasbourg to discuss the 
conrents of the report. 

EMHRN was founded in 
1996 and is based on the 
human rights articles induded 
in the 19*8 Barcelona Declara- 
tion. Its objective is to point out 
human tights violations in 
states poi^ to the process to 
EU b^es that sponsor the 
Barcelona process. 

ks effort against the press 
law, enacted in August, was 
su|!fxxted by the Middle East- 
North Africa Centre for Media 
Fieedoai. the Comminee to 
Protect Journalists. die 
Imemational Federation of 


Human Rights, Human Rights 
Watch and Reporters Sans 
Frontieies, most of whom 
issued a{^3eals to both 
Fbriiament and die government 
to stop die enactment of the 
legistatioa 

The report cc»uained nunv^- 
ous human rigixs demerits and 
violations of iiaemutional law 
contained in the law. Among 
the hw'*s most significant 
faults, the report sard, were a 
sweeping re^ie of self-cen- 
sorship, the :^ty of the courts 
to cki^ new^pers, the pre- 
trial detention ^ journalists, 
and TcstiictioTS on lesearch 
centres* atxept^ice of foreign 
fijiiding 

It aJiSO asseited that Jordan 
had hieadied her imemational 
obligations and viL^aied her 
own Consdmticwi and National 
Charter by pmnulgating the 
law. 

In response to those auc- 
tions, Qatian amruered that the 
report was a “direct duUenge 
to Rirltament’s audiority' 
an insuJr to the Asniantan eiec- 
loaie.” 

Thirty-eight poriiamentari- 
ans d^ summer voted in 
favour of the law weeks of 
closed hearings with membeis 
of the press ^ut the possible 
consequences of the l^xsla- 
don. llie final outcane of the 
v'Oie. however, has been sus- 
ceptible to criticism since 14 
House members stomied out 
of The 80-seat bwer chamber 
in protest that parliamentary 
by-laws were vioirxed during 
the final dd^aie. Deputies also 
ctxnplained that they had faced 
sigr^carx pressure from the 
government when debating the 
law, a claim recently backed by 
newly-elecied House Speaker 
Abdul Haifi Majali in an inter- 
view with the Arabic daily AI 
Dustour. 

**A11 j^ues nuist be discussed 
witbour peessure or influence, 
and dedsioos must be made 
after each ^;ue is studied thor- 
oughly." Majaii said. “Parlia- 
ment should not come under 
die influence of the executive 
and should be ai^ to provide 


deputies with oil lesarrces pos- 
sible to enrich debate and dia- 
logue in order m take the right 
dxisions dirough pailiamen- 
taiy ma]ori^_. These factors 
were not re^y available to 
dqxjiies who decided on the 
press bw.“ 

Qanan asserted that the 
restrictions on the piess out- 
lined IGlani's report had been 
taken from the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law, widely 
regarded as die Kingdoms 
most liberal press law until it 
was replaced by the 19^ law. 

“Funhermore." Qaitan 
respottd^ “[the authtt*] fails 
to mention d^ the item relat- 
ing to insults to beads of* Arab 
or fiietxlly states [also] says 
’provided there is a teciproi^ 
arrangement in their coun- 
tries*.** 

’The author states, wrongly, 
that the law ’bans research cen- 
tres from receiving local and 
foreign funding for joint 
researeh projects unless 
approved tw the information 
minister'.'* Qanan said “Not 
only is this completely inaccu- 
rate, but the opposite is very 
much Due. law only 
allows foreign funding to 
research centies if [funding] is 
iniended fex joint research pro- 
jects or if th^ are approved by 
dv mmistef.** 

Those arguments, along with 
many oibets. found an unsym- 
path^c audience. 

“The report does not anempt 
nor wish to contest the 
macy of die Jordanian Parlia- 
ment or any other powee." 
wrote EMHRN. “...But it 
should be noted that a major 
opposition frsfce is absent from 
die... Parliament because the 
main opporition parties boy- 
cooed the elections last year in 
protest [^gainst], inter alia, the 
inmxJuction of the press law.." 

"...If the list of restrictions 
e.osred in the 1993 law, it does 
not mean that they are lighC’ 
said the leuer, signed 
EMHRN Executive Director 
Mate Schade-POuIsen. ’This is 
not the first time... international 
oganisations and press free- 


doms advocates criticise the 
long list of subjects 

[which are] a clear violation of 
[xess freedoms principles." 

EMHRN said the list of 
restrictions, which actually 
increased f^m 10 in die 1993 
law to 14 in the cunent law. 
had to be ccosdeied within the 
context of the law's stringent 
financial penalties. 

The oiganisatioo also argued 
that dte government, not the 
author of the report, had 
ntanipulated the Dansbtion of 
Article 41. whieft decermiites 
the future of funding to 
research centres. 

“There can be no other inter- 
pretation of [the article], which 
stipulates. ‘Studies and 
research centies. public opin- 
ions polling cennes or aiiyone 
worl^g in diem are prc^iibited 
fixMU receiving or accepting b>' 
virtue of their week, any finan- 
cial aid or grant or any financ- 
ing ficxn a JofdaniaD or non- 
Jordanian quarter. This does 
nix include the financii^ of 
jdnt ventures, smdies, or 
research approved by the min- 
ister." the n^y said. 

Concemii^ the pre-trial 
detention of journalists, the 
oganisation countered that 
even if the law does not include 
a clause chat permits the deten- 
tion of journalists, the “prose- 
cutor general usually has 
refened to the penal code to 
anest journalists in the past 
years." 

Qanan al<r> the 

report on the basis that the 
otganisatim relied only on one 
source, KOanl fer its infenma- 
lion. and suggested that 
Kilani's view may be biased 
because of her rebtionshrp to 
Judge Farouq Kilani her 
fathec. who presided over the 
Higher Court of Justice wdien it 
avaTumed the 1997 tempoary 
amendments k> the 1993 Press 
and Publications Law last Jan- 
uary. ,The court found that the 
lemporaiy ameadmems bad 
been ea»ed unconstitutional- 
ly, but did not comment on the 
ooDstitutionality of their con- 
lenL 


Many believe that Judge 
Kilaiu, who in his position 
ranked as head of the nation's 
judiciary, vvas forced into 
retiremmt because of his stand 
against the temporary ametsd- 
ments. 

Kilani. who extensively cov- 
ered media affairs for the Jor- 
dan Tunes, is pcesendy a corre- 
spondent for a French newspa- 
per and la^ v'ear drafttxf a 
scathing report on the ^ipo- 
raty' amendments for the Lon- 
don-based Article XIX press 
freedoms otganisation wlule 
her frther sat the bench. 

“It should be outlined here 
that the author of the report is 
an expen in the field of press 
freedt^s and human rights in 
her ctwnoy." Schode-F^ulsen 
wrote. "Her work, expertise 
and knowledge has never been 
under question. The EMHRN 
is well informed about the 
press riiuation in Jordan and 
about several in-depth reports 
published by international 
human rights csganisations 
warning about the negative 
consequences the new... law 
might have on Jordan. 

‘Therefore, the support the 
EMHRN extends to the report 
emanates from its firni convic- 
tion of the complete accuracy 
of the report that shows a clear 
and substantiared picture of the 
deterioration of press freedonts 
in Jordan." 

”..£MHRN has no reason to 
question the objectivity of the 
author on the ground of her 
familial relations, which are 
well known." the response 
said. “[Her] expertise and 
knowledge has never been 
question^" 

EMHRN said it welcomed 
Qattan’s “prcposal to invite a 
rqxEsentanve bo(^ of menv 
of the srid groups to come 
to Jordan, read first-hand the 
accurate translatioo of the law. 
Usceo to the goveromeat's point 
of view and assess the reali^ of 
the press sector and newspaper 
coverage in Jordan roday. then 
drawaconclusioiL” 
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/UNICEF releases 
survey on girls’ 
education in Jordan 
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AMMAN (7-T.) — The Jordan 
offire of tte United N ations 
Ofidrea's -Fund (UNICEF) 
yesienlay released its annual 
SBvey cn ghls’ edvmarinrt in 
Ibn^ wtudi noted both 
atineNearents and areas fix 
mfRMinectt-in the Kin^om. 

The survey found that basic 
level net earolmeot rates fix 
^ increased from 59 per cent 
Id 1960k} 92.5 percent in 1995, 
vd.ncxv stand at one per cent 
higher than the boys' eniohnent 
At. the secondary level, 
net eordiment is 55 per 
emti four per cent higher than 
lie nae fix beys. The emdment 
ise for pre-sdKxd still retnains 
kw. stmdng at 216 per cent 
^ both the may , and female 
pofulatioa 

The inezease in enrolraent 
a m^jn impact in 
toms of ccxnbaiing illiteracy. 
Ihe fllitaacy rate fix the age 
do? 15-24 dropped to 35> per 
ecKforgids versus 1.9 per cent 
ftrbbys in 1990. The adult Ik- 
oaQr ate stands at 91 per cent 
Ihr nuiles versus 80 per cent for 


According to school princi- 
ple^ ^ main reasons for gtd 
is ladk of fainily 
^ in'tfae- giri* R educaticn fc^ 
by poverty and broken 
-™&s. ^ fix' gjd students 


% d£ mimher fOT 


. jymar- 

^ ^ &mily reasons, fri the 
study, 35.4 per cent of 
stated that tii^ Emilies 
tbem^fut of sdtod ver- 
®^8per cent of boys. 

, UK riiiDinatioa of die educa- 
^^^^.gendor g£^ rama mainly 
asai ■ . - 


What’s 
Voing on 


educatiraial &dlities to many 
remote areas, the extenaon 6f 
the cGD^xilsocy yeats of educar 
tioQ. and the increased financial 
t f w i i i n rrment to education. Jor- 
dan’s education e^q)endiiures as 
pffnrv»nragg of the GDP IDSe 
from 113 percent in 1980 to 
133 in 1993. 

Unfortunately, the re^ 

quantitaive progre^ in exparid- 
iqg ac ce ss to baric education 
has not been matched by equal 
qualitative progress, the survey 
said. Stu^ suggest that 
performance falls 
below iDti»nati(»al standards 
with a heavy reliance on rote 
learning and non-praticipaDory 

methods. Cumcula relevance is 

anotiier major problem; curric- 
ula still contain gender stereo- 
types and lack discussions of 
contemporary issues. These 
q ualify roncems have impacted 
negatively on students' learning 
ajhievements and ibe level of 
their interaction in the class- 
roam. In an ioiemational learn- 
ing achievement test conducted 
^ 1991, Jordanian .students 
placed 17tb out of 20 countries 
in tfie mathematics competent 
and 1 9 * out of 20 in the science 
,-nmpooeoL 

A coraprehenrive educanOT 
programme was laundied m 
1989 focusing on a ran^ « 
ejjucariaial issues, the 

size of sclxxfis in relaikm to the 

rfajd population to quality ^ 

tpy-hin o and relevance of teaefa- 

ingniethodologies. . 

UNICEF coopetanon is. m 
fight of the relatively good siiu- 
^ of girb' education, 
centiaiing tn^V ™ 

quality and efficiency of basic 

education. 



TARAWNEH VISITS BANI HAMIDEH TRIBES: Prime Minister Faycz Tarawneb 
on 'Biesday visits the Bani Hamideh tribes for talks with notables on requests for 
ngr ipnitural roads and other services (Petra photo) 


Amman-based regional aviation 
security training centre opens 


gy Mohammad Ben Hussem 

AMMAN — The first Middle 
East R^ional Aviation Securi- 
ty Training Centre, inaugura:^ 
here yestoday, aims at provid- 
iqg the indu^ with qualified 
security Daining exp^ an 
official said. 

At the opening ceremony, 
HRH Rince Faisai said the 
ceoDe will serve a vital need in 
helping combat continuous 
thirats to the aviation indusoy. 
such as hijackings. 

Jasser ^yyod. director gen- 
eral of the Civil Aviation 
Authority, said. “We consider 
security to be a maner of high- 
est priority and we will spore 
no ^on in taking all necessary 
measures needed to make Jor- 
danian airports safer and more 
secure" 

Jordan was chosen by the 


Inieraational Civil Aviation 
Organisation to host the ttain- 
ing centre over neighbouring 
couDDies induding Lebanon 
and Egypt, making the Jordan 
centre tte eighth sudi estab- 
lishment in worid. 2jyyad 
told the Jordan Times. 

'"We are now on the verge of 
a sigruficant technological evo- 
futioD in aviatioo security. This 
movement to advance technol- 
ogy is being driven by several 
factors: the increasing number 
of passengers who fly ev^ 
year worldwide, the increasing 
complexity of the security task 
as we confront more sophisti- 
cated adversaries, and the 
imperative of keeping operat- 
ing costs as low as possible," 
od^Ziyyad. 

The cenne's first class will 
include four Jordanian trainees 
and anotho* 1 1 from Yemea 


Turicey and Egyi^L 

It is expected to expand to 
evemually provide services to 
institutions outride the aviation 
indusuy, and revenues from 
diis service will go to the CAA, 
Ziyyadsaid. 

Training will be free fix 
ICAO members, accoding to 
Taysir Taji. director of the 
Qu^ Noor Civil Aviation 
Training Coll^. 

The centre is designated to 
serve the following countries: 
Iran, Brael, the Arab Gulf 
states, Yemen. Turkey, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Syria and die 
Palestinian National Authority. 

The project will be funded tty 
IC.AO donors, and the United 
States will provide the centre 
with insDuctofS. Jordan will 
provide the premises in which 
the training courses will be 
conducted, said Ziyyad. 


House speaker dismisses reports ruling out amendments to press law 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Hadi Majali yesterday dis- 
missed as untrue reports that 
he would not support any 
attempt to amend the Press 
and Publicarions Law. 

T have said drat the law is 
DOt the Koran,” Majali told 
the Jofdan Tuaes yesterday. 
’"No law is the Koran. But 1 
believe that changing legisla- 
tion requires the siq>port of 
the majtxity of Paiiiarnent. it 
needs to be discussed thor- 
oughly and we have to see the 
plan in writing before we 
make statements for or 
against any change." 


Majali. who snatched up the 
speakership in lare November 
against the odds, caused a stir 
in the press after a statement 
to the Jordan New Agency. 
Petra, quoted him as saying 
that “speculations about 
amending the press law are 
inaccurate." Tlie statement, he 
said, ivas "misconstrued" as 
meaning that he cUd not sup- 
per any change to the law. 

“Rie law passed throu^ 
constitutional channels, was 
debated in the House and 
amended according to notion- 
al interests. It is now law," he 
said. 

Earlier statements, however, 
gave hope to the press, now 
substantially restrained by the 


pre»s law, that an effort at the 
Low'er House to petition to 
put the law hack on die 
House's agenda wcxild be 
successful. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic daily Al Dustour, 
Majali said that, “All issues 
must be discussed without 
pressures or influence and 
decisions must be made after 
each issue is studied thor- 
ou^y... Pariiameni and its 
commitues should not come 
under the influence of the 
executive and should be able 
to provide deputies with all 
resources possible to enrich 
dei^ and dialogue in order 
to take the right decisions 
diFOUgb a parliamentary 


majority. 

“These factors were not 
readily available to deputies 
who decided on die press 
law." Majali continued. "But 
the law has become effective 
and can be amended. It must 
be said that the general atmos- 
phere in which the law was 
passed was not comfonable to 
all parties." 

E)eputie5 on Sunday said 
they were preparing a petition 
to put the conttoveraial law, 
endorsed in August by only 
38 votes, up for discussion, 
/recording to the Oonstiiu- 
tion. 10 or more deputies can 
move to propose any new law 
or amendments to an existing 
law. 


In theory, the speaker has no 
jurLsdiedon to block such a 
mow. However, should the 
speaker choose to pass the 
proixisal to the gov^nment, 
the gov'emment could “sit” on 
the law. as was die case when 
the 1 lih F^ament attempted 
to ban the production and sale 
of alcohol in the Kingdom. 

A source from the Jordan 
Press Assodatioo's council 
said be believed the press had 
misintet|veiBd M^^'s states 
menis. 

‘The speaker did not say 
that he would block the effort, 
but be also did not say that he 
would allow it easily," said the 
source, who requested 
anonymity. Tt seems that bis 


him was not acceptable to 
other pariiamentarians, but he 
made clear that the law is nc4 
set in stone." 

JPA President Seif Sherif 
y’esterday said Lower House 
deputies from “aooss the 
political spectrum” had been 
in close contact with the JPA 
coDcsning their initiative and 
had asked the syndicate to 
submit a list of ideal amend- 
ments. 

Opposition deputies are 
thought to be spearheading 
the efibrt but th^ claim to 
enjoy broad suppon in the 
conservative House. Howev- 
er, they declined to name any 
other colleagues involved to 
avoid “scuttiuig'* the effort. 


hlms 

.SpanL<*musMfiIm‘l^vert^ 
Th]aaa” at Insiwo Cervantes, Jabal 

^-ComputtrAitby New Yorf^ 
at5:30 pjn* 


CtdsDms Box” at the American 
Cento; Abdnm on Thursday Dec. 10 at 
SKX3 pun. 

ANNUAL CHOIR 
* Annual Young Women's Christian 
Assodadon (YWCAi dior a de Royal 
CuliuFal Ca^ at S.'OO pun. (daily undl 
Dec. 10). 


CONCERT 
*Musicai perfonnance by (he Gaede Trio 
(uriih Handxng violinist E^el Gaede. solo 
musician Tlioniiis SekfiQ. and cellist 
Andiera Greser to pity piecs ity Beethov^ 
RousseLandSchuto) at the Royal Cultur- 
al Cbntreon Thursday Dec. 10 at&QO pm 
WStOPEANFOMFESTEVAL 


’Oennan film “Nadi Funf in UrwakTOT 
Friday Dec. 11 at 5:00 pm 
•Geek film “Hades" on Hiday Dec. 11 
ai&OO pm 

*A11 films, vvhh subtnles in English, are 
soeened at ire Rityal CutOBal Centra 
LECTURE 

* ‘‘Wtxks ere JordsniaR Aicbaeologi^ 


in Bahrain'’ by Dr. Mohanniad 
Bendi cfAnJiarology Goitre at 6:30 pja 
EKEOBrnONS 

* ‘The 'Wton Winter'* — wodcsbysev- 
eral artiss A Orfbli Alt Galkty, lAn Uihvna 
na. 5526932), until E%bL I. 

*Unhed Nations echOndoo cn buman 
rights rel^ aedvities at ire Roysl CUlniial 


Centre at 4dX) pju, until Dec. 10 (Artist 
Oouiade Lahhara UNICEF spedal antes- 

sador for child rigNs in Syria. wH visii the 
cxhiiincxi OQ Ihiasdty morning Dec. 10). 

* Phcrogtaf^iy exblbiiion “En^'mtes" 
(a [AiotogFapf^ ti^ fiom Morocco to 
Tlnkty) at the Reach Cultural Ce^ 
Amman, until Dec. 17. 
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U.S. clashes with 


European allies 
over NATO strategy 


ri 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO's attempt to define a 
new role for itself for the 
2 1st century suffered a set- 
back Tuesday as the United 
States clashed with its 
European allies over 
nuclear strategy and plans 
to significantly broaden the 
alliance's rote. 

At talks here, foreign min- 
isters from the 16 allied 
countries agreed to maintain 
their 30.000 strong peace- 
keeping force in B^nia for 
another six months. 

But they made little 
progress towards narrowing 
differences over U.S. pro- 
posals for a new NATO “ 
strategic concept” which 
would authorise the alliance 
to become involved in tasks 
such as the fight agmnst the 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, or over 
German demands for a fun- 
damental rethink of the 
alliance's nuclear doctrine. 

The new concept is due to 
be approved at NATO’s 
50th anniversary summit in 
Washington in April, when 
the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland, whose 
foreign ministers attended 
Tuesday's meeting, will be 
formally brought into the 
alliance. 

The United States is push- 
ing for the revised mission 
statement to include a com- 
mitment to NATO develop- 
ing the capacity to react to 
crisis with “ implications 
for the defence of common 
interest". 

The initiative has created 
unease among the European 
uilies that Washington 


wants to use this broad 
mandate to push NATO, 
originally est^lished with 
the sole aim of committing 
its members to the collec- 
tive defence of their nation- 
al territories, into the role of 
global policeman. 

This interpretation was 
denounced as “bogwash" by 
U.S. Secceiaiy of State 
Madeleine Albright, who 
insisted that Washington 
had no intention of trying to 
create a **global£ed 
NATO." 

The European allies are 
also wary of agreeing to a 
statement that could, be 
used by the United States as 
a pretext for resorting to 
military action without any 
reference to United Nations. 

French Foimgn Mmistex 
Hubert Vediine warned 
Tuesday that the U.S. pro- 
posal to broaden the defini- 
tion of NATO’s fundamen- 
tal toks, *^ks diluting the 
allimce and rtividing the 
alliance.” 

Missions involving the 
use of force must be ‘placed 
under the authority of tbe 
UJ^.” be insisted. 

Albright said that NATO 
would continue acting in 
accordance with tbe U.N. 
charter but instead the 
alliance had to retain the 
right to bypass the Security 
Council on a case by case 
basis.” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook al^ distanced 
hims elf from the U.S. pro- 
posals, saying NATO could 
not take on Unlimited com- 
mitinenL 

NATO must retain tbe 




% 



TLS. Secretary of State Maddeine Albright (left) talks to British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook (ri^t) daring a 
family ]dioto at NATO headquarters in Bross^ NATO foreign mimsters, who met to disenfs the Balkans and draft 
a new strategic concept, said tiie seenrity sitoation in Kosovo remained of great concern to NATO (R eut ers photo) 


‘^flexibility to respond to the 
real problems we recognise 
as challenges to our 
security,” Cook said. “But 
equally, of course, that can- 
not be a purely open-ended 
commitmenL We caimot 
have an unlimited conunic- 
ment for NATO.” 

U.S. officials argue that 
the struggle to prevent 
chemical and biological 
weapons falling into tbe 
wrong hands is crucial to 
Western security. 

Washington is also reluc- 
tarit, when it comes to 
responding to crises, to have 
its hands tied by the U.N. 
Security Coun^, where 
both China and Russia have 


a veto. 

At tbe height of the crisis 
in Koso\’o in October. 
NATO made it clear U was 
willing to launch punitive 
airstrikes without a mandate 
from the UJ^. Security 
Council. 

German Foreign Minister 
Joschka FHscher said such 
tactic couJd only be used 
exceptionally. “Ft cannot 
become the rule.” 

Fischer also launched a 
veiled attack on U.S. 
attempts to force tbe new 
German government to drop 
its demands for an alliance 
commitment to no force use 
of nuclear missiles. 

“In the past reflection has 


never been banned at 
NATO. That has been one of 
the alliance's strengths and 
it should remain so," be 
said. 

Germany’s call for a fun- 
damental rethink of NATO 
nuclear doctrine has been 
given a frosty rec^>tion in 
the United Stales. It has also 
l^n cold-shouldered by 
Britain and France, the 
aUiances other nuclear pow- 
ers. 

Cook said Britain had 
recently confirmed its com- 
mitment to Nato’s existing 
nuclear posture. “We see no 
reason for a change in that 
posture.” 

On Bosnia, the decision to 


mnintain the current troop 
numbers of the NATO-led 
stabilisation force (SFOR) 
reflected concern that 
progress towards lasting 
peace in the country was 

stagnaring- 

‘‘^ere is still much to be 
done to reinforce the fr^ile 
democracy taking root in 
Bosnia,” the minister said in 
his statement, although they 
warned that Western troops 
could not be kept on indefi- 
nitely. 

Price’s Vedrine said; 
*Trogiess towards a multi- 
ethnic, democratic Bosnia 
has become stalled. That is 
why we have had to main- 
tain tbe level of the force. 


Aspirin found to 
increase risk of 
brain haemorrhage 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Aspirin use raises the 
risk of baemorrba^ 
stroke bnt its overall ben- 
^ in curbing the risk of 
heart attack may out- 
weigh its adverse effects, 
according to a study by 
researchers in New 
Orleans. 

Jiang He and coileagnes 
at Tolane University's 
School of Public Health 
and IVopical Medicine in 
New Orleans reached the 
conclusion after review- 
ing data From 16 con- 
troUed trials of preven- 
tive aspirin Aerapy 
involving 55,462 patients. 

Brain haemorrhages 
account for aboot 15 per 
cent of all strokes. The 
rest are ischemic strokes, 
in which blockage in an 
artery deprives the brain 
of blood flow and oxygen. 

The study was pub- 
lished in the latest issue 
of The Jonruai of the 
American Medical 
Association. 

It said many laige, ran- 
domised, controU^ clini- 
cal trials bad tiiown that 
aspirin treatment cuts 


the risk of ischemic 
stroke and sabseqoent 

hart attaffa among 

patients with a wide 
rai^ of pre<«xisting car- 
dSoTOScubr diseases. 

“These results indicate 
that aspirin therapy 
increases tbe risk of 
haemorrfa^^ stroke," 
the aothors wrote. 

*^owever, die overaD 
benefit of aspirin nse on 
myocardial infarction 
and ischemic stroke may 
ontw^ht its adverse 
effects on risk of haemor- 
rhagic stroke in most 
populatioDS," they wrote. 

They m^ed that aspirin 
be n^ with caution 
among people who are at 
h^ ri^ of haemorrhag- 
ic stroke. 

The researchers also 
found that, on average, 
aspirin ther^y was 
linked to a 15 per cent 
reduction in the death 
rate from all causes; a 16 
per cent cut in the cardio- 
vascular death rate; a 22 
per cent redaction in 
fhtal heart attacks; and a 
12 per cent rednetum in 
total stroke. 


Blair in fresh Northern Ireland 
talks after IRA meeting 


LONDON (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Tony Blair was set 
to launch a new round of 
talks on tbe Northern 
Ireland peace process 
Tuesday amid reports that 
tbe IRA may be about to 
make a move on disarma- 
menL 

Blair was to meet Ulster 
Unionist deputy leader John 
Taylor later Tuesday, and 
SDLP number two Seamus 
Mallon and Sinn Fein nego- 
tiator Martin McGuinness 
Wednesday, all at Downing 
Street 

It follows a top-level con- 
ference by Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) leaders at the 
weeterid which, according 
to some reports emerging 
from Dublin, may herald an 
announcement on disarma- 
ment 

The question of decom- 
missioning paramilitary 
weapons has been the 
biggest stumbling block to 
implementing Northern 
Ireland's April 10 peace 
accord. 

Protestant Unioni^ insist 
the IRA's political wmg 
Sinn Fein cannot sit on a 
power-sharing government 
which will panted foil 
power in Febni^. until the 
paranulitary group has 


made a start on disarma- 
ment 

Sinn Fein insists its place 
is not conditional on any 
paramilitary action. As a 
result the province's new 
administration has yet to be 
set up. 

Thursday. Unionist leader 
David Trimble, the 
province's First Minister, 
and SDLP chief John Hume 
will pick up this year’s 
Nobel peace prize for their 
part in sealing the accord. 

Meanwhile, security 
sources said some 60 to 70 
senior IRA activists met in 
Ireland, near the border with 
Northern Ireland, at the 
weekend. 

There were conflicting 
reports on the outcome of 
the meeting, but it would 
certainly have concentrated 
on the continuing ceasefire, 
the question of aims and 
prospects of a satisfactory 
settlement. 

Ireland's biggest selling 
newspaper. the Irish 
Independent, led its front 
page with a story headlined 
“Pfovos now ready to 
destroy Semtex.'’ 

It said a gesture on 
destroying some explosives 
hinges on a satisfactory out- 
come to talks in Belfast. 


with Sinn Fein handed two 
cabinet positions on the new 
executive. 

However the report said 
the meeting “did not take a 
formal decision on tbe 
decommissioning issue” 
and that a handover of 
weapons had been ruled out. 

The paper speculated that 
it may need a fortber IRA 
convention to sanction any 
recommendation on decom- 
missioning. 

Another paper, the 
Examiner, ciaim^ the IRA 
agreed to start a handover of 
weapons. 

Citing unnamed sources, 
it said it understood agree- 
ment was made over tbe 
token disposal of a quantity 
of commercial explosives. 

But the Irish Times quoted 
republican sources “strong- 
ly denyiQg“ that the IRA 
leadership was considering 
decomnussioning of 

weapons to facilitate Sinn 
Fein's entry into the execu- 
tive. 

It quoted sources rejecting 
su gg estions that the organi- 
sation “was likely to engage 
in even a partial handover or 
destruction of arms or 
explosives.” 

The IRA itself has made 
no public pronouncement 


on disarmament since late 
April, when it said the 
accord was a “significant 
development” but fell short 
of pimnding a basis for a 
lasting settlement or 
weapons handover. 

Blair held a 15- min ute 
telephone conversation with 
his Irish counterpart Bertie 
Ahem Monday. They plan 
to contact tbe province's 
various parties over the next 
few days in a bid lo force 
progress before Christmas. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, the IRA appealed 
Tuesday for help to find tbe 
bodies of people it mur- 
dered in the early 1970s and 
buried in secret graves. 

The IRA, in a statement to 
tiie Belfast daily the Irish 
News, urged anyone with 
infoim^on about the 
whereabouts of the graves 
to ccmtact them or the vic- 
tims’ families. 

It is thought about 20 peo- 
ple were murdered and 
buried in unmarked graves 
in and around Belfast in tbe 
1970s. Calls for the QtA to 
reveal the location of the 
graves had inten.sified since 
tbe accord as part of tire 
process towards reconcilia- 
tion. 


Pressure over Pinochet rises as Law Lord’s iink to Amnesty revealed 


LONDON (AFP) — 
E’ressurc on the British gov- 
ernment to free Augusio 
Pinochet increased Tuesday 
OS one of the Law Lords 
who ruled he should face 
extradition to Spain was 
reported to be linke d to 
Amnesty International. 

As a delegation arrived 
from Chile to petition for the 
former dictatex-'s release. 
The Guardian newspiqwr 
said Lord Hoffman had been 
a director of a charity affili- 
ated to the human rights 
group for seven years. 

ft added that Amnesty had 
admitted that Hofiman was 
one of two directors of the 
fund-raising Amnes^ 
International Charity, in a 
letter to Pinochet's lawyers. 

The organisadoD insisted 
that Hoffman's woric was 
umelated to its.caa^Bi^l^ 
have Pinochet i* ni 
Spain to face 


charges of tecrorism, torture 
and genocide. 

Nevertheless, the revela- 
tion could not have come at 
a worse time for those cam- 
paigning for the 83-year- 
old’s extraditioiL 

Already, lawyers for 
Pinochet are reported to 
have asked for I^nochet’s 
release on the grounds that 
Hofifinan's wife is an admin- 
istl^ve assistant for 
Amnesty in London. 

And on ’Diesday, a Chilean 
delegation, including wives 
of soldiers killed under 
Pinochet's command when 
he overthrew leftist 
President Salvador Allende 
in 1973, will band in a peti- 
tion to Prime Minister Tooy 
Blair's office. 

British Home Secretary 
Jack Straw must decide by 



Hoffinan. a 64-year-old 
South African dmigre, was 
among the Law Lords who 
decid^ by a 3-2 majority 
last month that Pinochet was 
not immune from proceed- 
ings as a former head of 
state, as his lawyers aigued 

During the House of Lords 
bearing. Amnesty was one 
of the most vociferous of 
those arguing that there 
were no ground for immu- 
ni^ in international law. 

A spokesman for Amnesty 
was quoted in The Guardian 
as saying it was a matter of 
public record that Hoffinan 
held an unpaid position with 
iu 

He pointed out that Lord 
Bingham, the High Court 
judge who ruled that 
Pinochet was irrunune fi:om 
prosecution and whose 
^W:. Lords 


“If Pinochet's team are 
raising this now it is a sign 
of how desperate they have 
become," he told the paper. 

Meanwhile, the Chilean 
delegation in London was 
making much of their peti- 
tion. which they say is 
signed by 200.000 Chileans. 

Afterwards it is handed in, 
the group will hand a letter 
signed by SO Chilean 
d^uties to Straw. 

Late Monday, Chilean 
deputy Dario I^ya. who 
helped arrange the pro- 
Pinochet visit, said: “Every 
man, woman and child in 
Chile today wants to foigive 
tbe past and protect our 
democracy.” 

Describing Pinochet's 
coup as a "civil war.” he 
add^; “Soldiers, policemen 
and civilians were killed on 
both sides.” 

Pinochet, 83, who was 
arrested in London on OcL 


16, is cuirently under house 
arrest at a secluded mansion 
on a private estate west of 
the capital. 

He is due to appear at Bow 
Sueet magistrates' court in 
cenb^ London Friday. 

Then, according to the 
Home Office, the case will 
either be formally ended or. 
if Straw decides it should 
proved, ^ coun will look 
again at his bail conditions. 

Straw could announce his 
decision before then. He has 
let it be known he will not be 
influenced by anyone, not 
even Blair. 

He can allow Pinochet to 
go home on compassionate 
grounds, although the sena- 
tor was told last week he 
wa.s well enough to leave the 
clinic where he had been 
residing, or if his think his 
alleged crimes were political 
or tbe extraditiofl request 
improperly made. 


There have been violent 
demonstrations in Chile 
both for and against 
Pinochet and warnings of 
the damage any trial would 
cause to its transition to 
democracy. 

Giilean Foreign Minister 
Jose Miguel Insulza, himself 
an exile during the 17-year 
Pinochet t^une. was 
recently despatched from 
Santiago to London and 
Madrid to plead for his 
release. 

Straw has also been asked 
by Amnesty to give them 
advance notice of the deci- 
sion, as U fears the ex- 
strongn»n would flee the 
country before they could 
chailen^ his release if that 
is what Straw decides. 

More than 3,000 people 
were executed or dis^ 
peared under Pinochet's dic- 
tatorslup, which ran from 
1973 to 1990. 


NEWS IN Bmm 


China executes three 
smugglers in southern Guai^jdong 

BEUING (AFl^ — Three coDvidBddn^iiB^ 

been exect^ m southern Guangdo^ pniriiioe alkr 

upheld a previous sentence, the o fliri d JOrtstenens 
_L,^.,«.^Tii»cd9v The three TiieiLHuana-59»9ii» vil' 


1 in He were detained m a rin e 
«-a.iohr smuggling 219 boxes of narcotic^ 


uinu 

rmTilved in tbe smuggling lii^ were 
sentences with two-year reptiev^ £fe 
multi-year sentences, the rqnit said, 
details. The Bio were execul^ on the 
Peeke's Court dismissed tiieir qjpeaL 

‘Pearl Harbour attack 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese Prime It&nster 
mnirinp a pledge for wodd peace, Tuesday 
anniversaiy of J^ian’s surprise ailaric on ^ 
describing it as ‘‘unforgettable.” “h K anu^ 
emty for the Japaitese but also for aD human .. 
was quoted Jiji Plcess as tefllqg reporters. ^ 

my FBcognitioD of theinqxxtmcet^tbepastrtaarggaiBfe 
as a Japanese, to contribate to foe wodd peace ra 
foe Japanese pieiiuer said. J^»n attacked foe U,S:-ha^iQ 
Hawaii on Dec. 8. 1941, tdggedng its eoiy 
0, whicb brought subsequent adadcs across 
countries. ■ -• r- T.ti;.' 


Ptafel 


Former dictator Duvalier: 
missing for a year in Franb^ 



PARIS (AFP) — Ham's fanner {fictatorJem-CJaafleDMriirr 
blamed for foe murder of thousands of opponerts dudaglk 
IS-year rule, has been missing in Stance a year and 
ides beliere he is ack. destitute arid booRless. Duv^o; tabmi 
as “Baby Doc”, disq^ieaied after tire death c^hismofoErajea 
ago in a ciiiiic in a i^is suburb^ an iriterior rnimstry miTOsnl 
Tuesday. The source said foe 47-year-<M fixmer stro ugua n 
was ack and without funds acid was probably livirig foefifc d 
a boixieless trarcq). *rhe question of l>rvaBez’$ fine wasiand 
following foe October arrest of foaner Qalran-fictakr 
Augusto Pinodid in BritaiiL Span aflcgedly coonmEtoldDdif 
his 17-year militaty rule in Chile. Spetemm 
RivasseausaidtbefocdgnriimistiybadriomforroaliaDofJeai- 
Qaude Duvalier’s whereabouts in Raoce: He said Duv^dd 
not have political irtogee stains in France; despite leqo^ 
a^tum foDowiog bis arrival in 1986. Neither si esittafStn 
request nor an arrest warrant has been issued for Duyafio; be 
said. M^wfoile, Haitian exiles m Francs have dona^ ^ 
tbe fenmer didalor foce trial for comes a^ost hnnant)’ 
Rmice-Iafo raefio reported Tuesday. Fraiico^Jlaiiiaia poet 
Gerald Boncourt. wfoo beared si^ up a aanimi ttee odtel) 
press for Dmialier's trial was quoted as saying: “AfiinuidGaas 
must pay for their crimes.” DuvaBer was named pceadeativ 
Ufo after the H«arh offais father Fnaicois, D^, B 197). 

He Oed Haiti in Frixuaty 1986 ranid accusatiops tofons 
te^poflsibie for the slau^ter of tens tbousaBodh of teoppo- 
oents (hiring his rule. Ifo is believed to faave-dmved ml&anct 
tsritb $200 iinDicxL.Hcmewei; foeleft-leaning daily ^Khanrim 
r^xjTted Tliesday foat Duvalier was living foe Efe rfatoop 
the south of France. MeaawUle, DuvaGer's &wya;.SaDTO 
Vaisse, teU Reo(fo tdevirion be bad seen Us efieratwei^^^ 
ago in Frao(te and qx)kra to him by tde^foone Monday ^ nir 
knowledge he is si^ in Ranee,” \^isse icfd Rance.Z-lAK 

denied DuvaiieT’s (fistqqpearance had aiiytfanig to (fo 

demands for his trial after foe attest of Pinpdiet The 

authorities beiiereDuvafier is living rou^ in foe sadoievB^ as ^ 
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QiarfemagDe Bokassa, foe 2S-year-old sem of founerG:^ '' 


AfiicaD RepuUks dictator Jean-Bedel Bokassa. Bobssa 
homeless and destinite, was interviewed last moirih rixA hs 
solitary life wandering the streets and metro stations of 

4 Idlied, 15 injured 
in U.K. coach collision 

MEASHAM. England (AFP) — Rxir people vsere killed ad 
15 others injured late Mtxiday in a ot^irion imfonog a 
minibus and a trwds cm a mam road np«r Meafoanu 
England, an ambulance service spokesman sakL 
Arudxiiance Service said the minfous, m man m^ afl oak 

adults, was believed to be (» tbe w^ to a foofoafl whs 

it was in an accident vdfo a heavy goods vehieJe. AH foorde^ 

had been in foe munbus. Ac least two of the iiguted were sad 

to be a “serious” condition in fiMjr h« ^«fcilg in foe v^gioiL Ok 
witness described tbe aeddert scene as a ’^ct^ryad.” 

Astronomers think there may. 
‘hidden planets’ in the universe 


MUNICH (DPA) — Astto nom ets bdieve efa a e be-big^ v 

yet uodiscoiered. l^anets atouKl 25 to 30 bilGoa kOometres oiS b 

the uiuveise: They have been led to das EuupcB 

Southern Observatory (ESO) astioiioaier Richard 
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of foe QBW VIT tdescope at (be ESO base in Ode. Exp^ ^ 
known fir the post ax years of the ci th^ nanor bod* 

res, measutiiig up to 100 in /SaiTiptm- Hxy 


bear preserved m a tefijgaBoi;” sridWsL HiB oew. exttdie- 

]y powerful leiescc^ will m^ k po ssM g to expkxe Ab.sk^ 
foese Diinor b()d^ The focus (>f interest is wh^ie^ in 
to ioe and dust, it wiD be possiMe m wfemHy ntgaage ngfco^ 
flteic, scxnefoii^ nobrxly fa^ so succeeded in doing- 
eiitists hope foot tbe I11UKX bodies wdn provide tbefflwifo 
dues as to bow foe solar system p tnwge d. ObsavSdon is bri 4 
craioentiated on the Kuiper armw a 

bdv«en five and 30 kOometzEs from So fir; an^ 
nainof bodies have been eaialrwipiri in thjg of iLem at^ 

utnioa extremity. However, esmens foere rbay be 
titeo lOQXKX) such planets, inrliwfing otged^ 

1 .000 and 2 ,(XX) ktkMntoes in (fiatneter, fpvd VfesL EarA is 
kikxnetres indtamateL 

Two policemen killed in Abkhazia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Two polkenten m tbe Cali iegit« 

— a breakaway region of axfowest Georgia ^ 
™ Mond^ and two more were wounded when *9 

^*^*^j^^lyaflioupaiiiaedwifo giP!naA^ iindflfoEUad4itf8?*^ 

*™-TASS repotted. Tie head rite AbWiazimaeciffl^ 
Astanuff Tafoa. quoted by IIAR-TASS saM.it bc&vrfj® 
cante from Geo^ia aiM flat tte opatfkffl 

plan^ (3afi has been coiilrolfcd by Abldiazim forces Ifo 

acivil war in 1992 airi 1993. -flie two skies are cinei^ 
ro reach a definitive setdemeat to the 
wto soil smoulders despite a ceasefire coodhidal 
an Abkhaaan teadnr accused Oeagia 
foe itegotiatioos Iw trying to 

22?^ return of rdugees loCafi (fistrto. 

“idniy Muriim, unflatoaDy pco^nied nxkF®" 
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^ Greenpeace New Zealand, hangs on the mooring lines of the Japanese 
wh^guctoiy boat, the Nisshin^ru, m Noumea, New Caledonia. Greenpeace ended a 28-hour protest Ihesday 
ig^tbe Japanese whaling in the Southern Oceans Sanctuary (Reuters photo) 

Greenpeace ends whaler protest 


NpUM^ (AFP) — 
'(^i^Miace activists 

'IhMday ended a protest 
;iv&[nA : prevented two 

7 sent; i hpanese whaling ships 
:t an^ : fiom. leaving port in New 
r.Qa^oaia, an AFP coire- 
le «-ait . ^oDdmt reported from the 
leas lie .-:ieeoe. 
mioedh four Greenpeace 

m Fla BBnibers who had chained 
^(Dch tbuiselves to the ships 
iDmih j some 30 hours returned to 
kitqe iii^/.^yside. allowing the 
jQoid i .to leave. 

rDu\i .--%s a victory, each hour 
^nadii is one hour less for 

:si toB 'Wg whales in (he 
Haiiiasf said Greenpeace 

xofel adiyist Olivier £>evaux. 

:The<irganisatioa bad said 
Ipieah l^.wodd not physically 
>x‘.ii[! iisst local police, 
uibaki 

lih 

e^aiari"' 


The territory’s French 
authorities warned them 
Tuesday morning that they 
would forcibly remove the 
activists. 

Minutes after the protest 
ended the whale catcher 
Kyo Maru and the whaling 
factory ship Nisshin Maru 
left port. 

Greenpeace France said 
the French government had 
promised to ask the 
Japanese authorities to halt 
whale bunting which is o£6- 
cially justifi^ by Tokyo as 
“scientific research.” 

Tbe captains did not 
ioftmti port authorities of 
their destination, although 
the Nisshin Maru was 
exfiected to head for Japan 
as it suffered a serious fire 


at sea on Nov. 19 and was 
brought to New Caledonia 
by tug for repairs. 

Greenpeace Tuesday 
released a letter it sent to 
Matsuura Koichiro, 

Japanese ambassador in 
France, calling for an 
immediate halt to whaling 
in the 1998-99 season in the 
Antarctic. 

It binerly criticised 
Japanese claims that the 
whale hunt was for scientif- 
ic reasons, saying it was 
“absolutely unnecessary for 
the management of whale 
populations in this region.” 

The Intemationai V^aling 
Commission declared the 
Antarctic a whale sanctuary 
for 10 years ft-om 1994. and 
Japan is the only country 


not to have respected it. 

Greenpeace estimates that 
Japanese whalers killed 440 
of the mammals there this 
year for “scientific” reasons 
and then sold the meat for 
$50 million. 

Australia and New 
Zealand, which refused to 
allow the damaged ship to 
dock, want ±e entire south- 
ern hemisphere to be a 
whale sanctuary to comple- 
ment existing sanctuaries in 
the Southern and Indian 
Oceans. 

Tokyo, a major aid donor 
to South Pacific nations, 
opposes the move, and says 
whaling has a unique social 
and cultural significance in 
Japan. 


^Itsin fires most of his top aides 


MOSCOW (APJ — Boris 


^ ish^.And bow. Russia's 
Boris Yeltsin 
briefly to work 
as(i fired most of 
top aides during a 
nip 10 the Kremlin, 
-the ' .^ssian president 
SBopiediately returned to 
government hospital 
W&^.he has been for the 
past two weeks, i^des told 
(iie Associated Press the 
ptesidedi .was continuing 
treatment for pneumonia. 
Yeltsin dismissed Chief 
t^S^Valentin Yumashev 
^ -■ his deputies Yuri 
Mikhail Komissar 
■•^Ywgeny Savostyanov. 
f.Krcmlin spokesman said. 
Nikolai Bordyuzha, sec- 
. tile presidential 


iifeJ 


council, was 
if-q^inted new chief of 
^;jwhj]e the other posts 


ilvei^ 




EM 

..itfji’ 


remained vacant 

Bordyuzha will serve in 
both posts, the AP said. 

The Kremlin had no 
immediate comment on the 
sudden dismissals. 

Yeltsin has a habit of 
unexpected and often 
unexplained firings. The 
latest round of sackings 
could reflect his unhappi- 
ness over the way some 
aides handled his recent 
hospitalisation and their 
unusual candidness about 
the president's health. 

The Russian media has 
said that the passive and 
defeatist aides were further 
eroding Ylsltsin's power. 
The dismissed aides ban- 
dit the workings of the 
Kremlin and the presi- 
dent's routine and had con- 
siderable influence. 

Yumashev and other 


Kremlin aides had openly 
called Yeltsin too weak to 
make foreign trips or to 
handle daily affmrs of state 
and suggested he leave 
economic control to Prime 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov. 

Yeltsin today also took 
personal control of the 
Justice Ministry and tax 
police — two key govern- 
ment structures previously 
under Primakov's com- 
mand. The move was 
clearly aimed at strength- 
ening Yeltsin's authority, 
although its immediate 
implications were unclear. 

Yeltsin insists he bas no 
serious . health problems 
and that he remains in con- 
trol of the government. 

Yeltsin had all but disap- 
peared from sight when he 
entered a government hos- 


pital Nov. 22 with pneu- 
monia. (he latest in a long 
string of health problems. 

Despite calls for his res- 
ignation by opponents 
concerned about his 
health, Yeltsin and his doc- 
tors insist he will serN'e out 
his term, which ends in 
2000 .' 

Presidential spokesman 
Dmitry Yakushkin said 
over the weekend chat 
Yeltsin was “still the most 
influential politician in the 
country', no matter what is 
said about it.” 

Presidential aides said 
last week that doctors had 
difficulty persuading 
Yeltsin to rest and recover 
completely. Primakov 
appealed to Yeltsin to stay 
in the hospital until he had 
fiilly recovered. 
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I'^eotists advised Britain 
^^tes^y to allow cloning 
involving the 
human emb^os to 
■W^dde parts to treat 
illoess. 

-^^^‘repon that sparked 
i™®6diate protests from 
group, 
of . experts sup- 
^s^ the govenunent's 
^^•h nman reproduc- 
^e clomng but left the 










PlK. advised to allow cloning 
for human spare parts 


■■open 




to 

to 


use the 
create 



— tissue and organs. 
•They said cloning tech- 
cwjJd be halpfiii 
people with 
such as 
s and 

m's and various 
of cancer in the 
ye^. 

^a of human 
_ cloning is 
to go anywhere 
y,” Sir Colin 
chairman of 
Genetic . 
•• • Commission 
^d. in a tele- 
^Mteniiew. 

research may 
^;^!^eausts in the 
to culture 


cells so that they can cr^ 
ate human tissue for skin 
patches and later organs 
that are absolutely com- 
patible with the imune 
svstem of the recipients. 
'“Embrios may help us 
culture ceUs so we could 
begin to think of treat- 
ments for different dis- 
eases that have so tar 
escaped us.*' he added. 

The recoramendanons 

were made in 

TeponbytheHCACand 

thrHuman Fertilisauon 

and Embryology 

Authority (HFEA). 

which licenses the coun- 
try’s fertility cIiuils. The 
iTToups were touted m 
Janu^ to ativise the 

aovemraent on tite 

aspects of cloning 

The cloning of human 
beings has been banned 
und5 British law sme^ 
1990 but news last ye^ 
successful « 
of Dolly the. sheep h^ 
enarked a debate on how 
S regulate the technolo- 

'"Rulh Df 

r’panef ^ fif y 

gainst cloning babies. 


The recommended 
research into therapeutic 
cloning would involve 
using very young human 
embryos. 

“The use of stem cells 
in particular could have a 
large number of potential 
applications and the 
HFEA is in contact with 
the department of health 
about the implication of 
this work.” she said. 

The pro-life charily 
LIFE immediately con- 
demned the report sup- 
porting therapeutic 
cloning, warning that it 
will be the first step 
towards producing full- 
term cloned babies. 

“This recommendation 
amounts to the promo- 
tion of a new form of 
technol ogical cann i bal - 
ism in which the victims 
are real living members 
of the human race," said 
LIFE’S director Peter 
Garret. 

“The proposed tech- 
niques will involve pro- 
ducing identical copies 
of existing people and 
converting them into tis- 
sues and oi^ns for trans- 
plantation into the origi- 


nal donors.” 

Cambell dissmissed 
such comments, saying 
therapeutic cloning is not 
about making copies of 
people but about doing 
something to tackle dis- 
eases. 

“If it will save a 
woman's life or help us 
to deal with breast cancer 
or Alzheimer's or lung 
cancer, then we will 
encourage it to go for- 
ward and we will fund 
the research because it 
gains knowledge that will 
help us to benefit 
humankind,” he said. 

“If it is going to be 
something morally 
repugnant we won't 
allow it” 

The joint report by 
HFEA and the HGAC. 
which was set up in 
December 1996 to advise 
the British government 
on new development.^ in 
human genetics, analysed 
responses to a consulta- 
tion exercise on cloning 
earlier this year. 

Up to 80 per cent of the 
public were against 
reproductive cloning. 
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As impeachment vote looms, 
Clinton lawyers present defence 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
With un impeachment vote 
looming this week in a con- 
gressional panel. President 
Bill Clinton's lawyers 
launched a (wo-day 
defence Tuesday against 
ousting him over the 
Monica Lewinsky affair. 

Clinton's attorneys 
opened their defence 
before the House Judiciary 
Committee after chairman 
Henry Hyde indicated the 
panel would begin debating 
an impeachment motion 
Thursday and may vote on 
the mea.sure by Friday. 

At 4i00p.m. (2I(X)GMT} 
Thursday the committee 
will “begin consideration 
of a re.soiution cooiaining 
article.^ of impeachment.” 
Hyde said. 

White House counsel 
Gregory Craig began his 
presentation before the 
committee, and was to call 
legal exf^rts and historians 
in a bid to keep CVintoo 
from becoming just the 
third U.S. president to have 
articles of impeachment — 
formal charges — voted 
against him. 

The experts are part of a 
“robust.” two-pronged 
strategy to defend ClinW 
from charges for wrongdo- 
ing stemming from his rex- 
ual relationship with 


Lewinsky, a former White 
House intern. 

The strategy, unveiled by 
the White House Monday, 
seemed to be to challenge 
charges in independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr's 
report to Congress on the 
Lewinsky affair, and argue 
that any misdeeds by 
Clinton in the affair do not 
warrant his ouster. 

The White House s^d 14 
legal experts and historians 
would come before the 
House Judiciary 

Committee in 30 hours of 
hearings Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

White House spokesman 
J<^ Lockhan said the wit- 
nesses were to focus on the 
constitutional grounds for 
removing a president and 
would not engage in a 
political attack on Starr 

Clinton's lawyer Charles 
Ruff will also argue that 
impeachment is too severe 
a punishment for Clinton, 
who swore under oath that 
he did not have sex with 
Lewinsky but later admit- 
ted to an affair. 

A CNN/USA Today sur- 
vey published Monday 
showed Americans tend to 
agree with him: two-thirds 
were against impeaching 
the president and 37 per 
cent said they would prefer 


Congress to take no action 
over the affair. 

By contrast, those polled 
were strongly critical of the 
way the Republicans have 
handled the probe, with 61 
per cent expressing disap- 
proval. 

The Republicans’ 21-16 
edge on tbe panel means 
Democrats have little 
chance to block articles, 
which Hyde said would 
broadly include peijuiy, 
obsmiction of justice and 
abuse of power. 

But lawmakers “are with- 
holding any judgement and 
any final drafting until after 
tbe testimony has been 
received,” stressed Hyde, 
who also renewed his vow 
to finish his panel's work 
by year's end. 

liie ideologically 

polarised panel was expect- 
ad to vote at least one arti- 
cle stemming firom 
Clinton's attempt to cover 
up his affair with 
Lewinsky. 

Hyde has loosed a bar- 
rage of criticism - at the 
White House’s defence 
strategy since his inquiry 
began in September, saying 
it amounted to just “avoid 
tbe facts and attack the 
process.” 

“We haven't heard one 
word about evidence repu- 


diating or rejecting the 
facts,” he said, adding: “We 
haven't heard anybody say 
Monica Lewinsky is a liar.” 

Hyde called on Clinton 
lawyers to offer material 
that “repudiates, rejects, 
rebuts the facts.” 

If the panel approves the 
articles, the 435-member 
House could vote as early 
as next week, with a simple 
majority of those voting 
needed to send the charges 
to the Senate for trial. 

Should the House 
approve the articles. 
Clinton would be the sec- 
ond U.S. president to be 
impeached. 

The resignation of the 
disgraced President 

Richard Nixon in 1974 pre- 
vented the full House from 
considering the Judiciary 
Committee's charges 
against him. 

If the measure goes to the 
full House — where 
Republicans have a 228- 
206 edge — lawmakers 
expect the vote to be very 
close. 

Sucb a vote would come 
in a lame-duck Congress, 
which will end in Janua^. 
The Republican majority 
will slip to 223-211 in 
January following the 
recent U.S. mid-term elec- 
tions. 


Clinton 
adviser 
urges 
Australia 
to consider 
life as 
world’s 
nuke dump 

SYDNEY (AFPl — Australia 
should consider on inlema&onal 
plan to become a dumping 
ground for the world's nuclear 
>^'aste. a top ad\is^ to U.S. 
Resident BUI Ciinim said 
Tuesday. 

Australia is in a unique pori- 
uoa because of iis geography 
and poUdeal stability lo help the 
worid soKe the problem of 
where to store nuctear waste 
from bombs dismantled at the 
end of the cold war. according 
lo Clinton's special emxty on 
vs^eapons of desuu^on. 
RcbOTGalluccL 
"If Australia cxxtki af^xectaie 
the concept aiKl decide it was in 
the maior^ ituerest there would 
be enormous benefits for the 
he The Australian 
^e^^'spaper 

Gallucd. dean of the presti- 
gious Geoigeiown Univeiri^ 
school of feneign service, said 
he had met Austtalian f^ime 
Minister John Howard earlier 
this year but srud diey had not 
discus^ Che is^ of tUKic:ii 
waste. 

The Australian gov^ntncni 
has denied holding ministeriu] 
talks with (he U.S. on a possible 
waste dump and has offered no 
public support (or the plan, a 
moN'c that would dr^' dv 
intmediate ire of environjiten- 
talists. 

But the Clinton adris^ sakl 
the White House h:^ been 
Niefed on on Amerkan compa- 
ny's proposal to establish a 
massive nuclear waste dump in 
remexe ports of Australia's west 
and south, a plan he backed. 

“I don't think the U.S. gov- 
ernment is o^ialty aware bui 
there have been infoonal dis- 
cussions about an approach u> 
the Atmraiian government ai 
Mirious levels.” he told the 
newspaper. 

“Ausvaik could play a prenv 
unique role if AiLscralja wus 
willing to do it” 

A video tape issued b)- 
Seaiile-based Pangea promot- 
ing the idea of a massivv 
Australian dump was leaked ti» 
Australian environmentalist> 
last week, forcing the company 
to go public its plans. 

Accxjiding to the company , 
only two countries in the worid 
— Argentina and Australia — 
have die needed stable geogn- 
arxi political sy.siems for u 
nuclear dump like the one it U 
prt^tosing. 


Anwar defence plans 
action against key witness 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Lawyers for sacired h^aysian 
deputy premier Anwar 
Ibrahim plan to launch pro- 
ceedings Wednesday a ganwi a 
key witness wbo gave cooira- 
dktoiy evident about 
whether or not he was 
sodomised by his fbemer boss. 

Defence counsel Guibachan 
Singh filed a rootioo l\iesday 
to take action agaiast driva 
Azizan Abu Bakar, who 
stunned the court Monday by 
adnvttiDg he was not 
sodomised by Anwar — 
reversing earlier testimony diat 
he was repeatedly f(xc^ to 
have sex with him. 

“Whai he has said in court 
and in the sworn statement 
might conflict with each 
other.” said fellow counsel 
Sulaiman Abdullah, refe r r in g 
the Azizan's statement last 
year, read out in court last 
week, that be was ftequendy 
sexually assaulted by Anwar 
in 1992. 

Gurbachan said the team 
wanted to interview two wit- 
nesses who allegedly intimi- 
dated Azizan — who was tbe 
driver of Anwar’s wife Wan 
Azizab at tbe rirne — oa 
Anwar's behalf. 

'*We need to do the applica- 
tion.” he (old reporters after 
Tuesday's hearing, adding that 
he ho^ tbe (vocee^gs 
would start Wedn^day. 

Anwar is on trial on four 
counts of corruption relaied to 
allecaiions he ii*:ed his posi- 


tion ID cover up accusatiOQS of 
sexual misconduct He also 
faces a fifth corruption cbaige 
and five charges of sodomy. 

Tbe ftxmer protege of Priine 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
was fired in eady S^tember 
and arrested 18 days Imer after 
leading a huge anti-Mahaihir 
rally. Iff convicttd, he faces up 
to 14 years for corruption and 
up K> 20 years plus whippbg 
^ sodomy. He has denied all 
the charges. 

In the politically explosive 
trial, Arimn also agj^ he 
was called to a private meeting 
with Mahathii; where be dis- 
cussed his allegations againg 
Anwar, a week before the 
premier was dismissed. 

*The prime minister said be 
would ask the pofice to inves- 
tigare tbe case with more depth 
advised me to be more 
careful” he idd tbe court 

Azizan also denied tiiat be 
had in^licated Anwar in the 
death cS his wife, wbo was 
seven months pregnant, in a 
car accident in January. 

Meanwhile, the Malaysian 
Bar Council said it had 
defened an emergency general 
meeting to deb^ courempt 
proceedings against one of 
Anwar's nine defence lawyers. 

Zainur Zakazia was last 
week sentenced to three 
months' jail for contempt of 
court after he refused to a(X)lo- 
gise for filing an applkatioo 
seeking to eject two prosecu- 
tors fmm the case. He alleaed 


that they tried to falsely impH- 
caie Anwar in various sex 
offences. 

The Cjouit of Appeal later 
granted a stay of execution 
against the sentence, whicb 
had ^»tked anger among the 
legal commum^. 

Tbe council said it received a 
petition signed by 162 lawyer 
calling fora qtecial meeting to 
discuss Zainur's case. But it 
said tbe issue would be raised 
before the Court of Appeal and 
any action befoieharxf could 
run foul of laws preventing the 
discussion of matters brfore 
the court 

With a cast of colourful 
characters raiiging fiom secret 
police agents to movie stars, 
ministers and a niystericHis 
female dentist it was only a 
matter of rime before tbe film 
indusay was drawn to the trial 
that is gripping Malaysia 

Tuesday, a Malaysian 
scoptwiiter tunied up to wit- 
ness the dramatic courtroom 
drama first-hand after queuing 
for mtxe that five hours for a 
seat in public gaOery. 

want to get an idea for a 
script” said Dio Hassan, wbo 
has been writing relevirion 
scripts for four years. 

'^t’s hisuay for our counoy, 
once in a lifetime. I want K> see 
how' the lawyers turn around 
their witnesses, rite jokes in die 
coannxxD and. most imper- 
tant how the family acts,” he 
told AFP. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


REQUIRED, FOR A PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRIAL COMPANY 
IN AMMAN, THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES : 


The position would report to general manager . 

Candidates should have : 

- Business Qualification . 

- Familiar with MRPII ( Manufacuring Requirements Planning ) 
and Computer systems . 


Reporting to Marketing Director , and should have the follow- 
ing qualifications ; 

- B.Sc. Pharmacy with distinguished grades . 

- Familiar with Computer skills ( Corel Draw and Graphics ) . 

- Experience in this field is an assent . 




With the following qualifications and experience ; 

-B.A. in Business Administration or English Literature or 
Computer Sciences . 

- 3 Years Experience, Minimum . 

- Computer Skills . 

Good command In English both written and spoken is essential 


Qualified Candidates are requested to forward their 
C.V.s to the : Administration Director 
Fax No. 5661865 
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Safeguard children’s 
educational right 

UNICEF'S REPORT on the state of the world’s 
children — dedicated mostly to an expose on 
their education — was, as ever, telling 

Perhaps the most startling fact was how very 
little it would take to educate children around 
the world to the extent to which they could 
appreciate vital health and human rights issues. 

According to UNICEF, to achieve education 
for all children, the world would need to spend 
an additional $7 billion per year over the next 
10 years. How much is $7 billion? You might be 
surprised. This is less than is annually spent on 
cosmetics in the United States or on ice cream in 
Europe per annum . If one considers the practi- 
caily unimaginable mountains of money spent 
on defence and weapons system around the 
globe each year, it’s easy to see that what chil- 
dren need is a mere fraction of what the world 
has to actually give. 

Our leadership, thankfully, has always made 
education a top priority and Jordanians are for- 
tunate in the respect that we do have some of the 
best educated children in the region. But they 
do not have to look far to see the poverty istifr-' 
rounding them. 

Children on the streets selling gum, cigarettes, 
flowers or any number of trivial items are 
becoming a common occurrence. They are out 
in force day and night, and we can only guess 
that when children are subject to circum- 
stances so severe as to render them labonrers, 
education for them is a luxury far beyond the 
means of their families, whose all-consuming 
concern is finding daily bread. 

A worldwide crisis in education comes at a 
time when technology has triggered a “qnantnm 
leap” in the accessibility of information, making 
ideas and knowledge available to more people 
than ever. Almost daily, changes in our own 
information systems are a constant reminder of 
this. But these advances have further deepened 
the gulf between those sufficiently affluent and 
educated to benefit from new technology and 
those who are, in the words of UNICEF, dis- 
qualified by poverty and Illiteracy. 

The lesson should be this: the education of our 
children can never be compromised. No matter 
how tight our budget becomes — and it certain- 
ly looks to become much more stringent — 
Jordan must ensure that its children continue to 
be sufficiently educated. Education is not only 
the cornerstone of our economic future anrf 
health of coming generations, it is a fundamen- 
tal human right of our children. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra*i's Fahed Fanek said there are a lot of cornplaints 
about the increase in unemployment and the drop in the 
economic growth and activity on the financial maikeL 
Jordan has enacted several laws to solve these problems 
and trv' to attract Ar^ and foreign investors to particip^ 
in a production sector that would be able to create job 
opportunities and increase salaries. Yet s^d Fanek, the 
country has not succeeded in attracting “worthwhile" 
foreign investments mainly because it has marginaUsed 
the private sector and resisted foreign investors who 
some people have claimed “might dominate the 
Kingdom and abuse its resources." It is strange to 
ob.serve how .some politicians and intellectuals are resist- 
ing certain parties because they are “foreigners." said 
Funek. This phenomenon has to be stopped in order to 
ensure Jordan's self-confidence and control over the 
economy, as well as its ability to solve problems. Foreign 
investors coming to Jordon do so for financial reasons, 
and there is no evidence that any foreign investor has 
ever come to harm the country, Fanek claimed and added 
that in the end foreign investments in the Kingdom are 
really local inve.stments regardless of the nationality. 

Al Dustour’s Mohammad Jeiusi co mm ented on 
Jordanian-Egyptian relations saying that IS agreements 
ore expected to be signed between the two countries 
when their joint committee starts its ISth meeting in 
.^mman within the next few days. Agreements will 
include trade exchange, the establishing of a joint trade- 
industry' council, cooperation on issues in customs relat- 
ed matters, oil, planning, management, tourism, health, 
investment, culture, science and legislative protocols, 
Jeiusi explained. The two countries' relationship is 
notable because it is continuous and does not get affect- 
ed by political changes, said the writer. This relation 
should be a model for all Arab counoies to follow. 


Washington Watch 


Symbolism and Clinton’s visit to 


the wye process is in a sham- 
bles. Nevenheless. when President 
n^ntnn tTavels to Gaza ne.xi week to 
address a meeting of tite Pale^ine 
National Cbuncil (PNO. analysts 
throughout the Middle East will 
debate the meaning and significance 
of the visit Let me ofier a personal 
reflection on its importance for Arab 
Araeiicaas. 

Fust and foremost the visit to Gaza 
rejxesents a stq) in developing 
U3.-l^lestiniaD bOat^ lelationship. 
If tiK trip goes as piaimed, despite con- 
tinuing laaeli effexts to obstnict the 
peace process, the United States will 
be indicating that its eflbrt to work 
widi I^estinians can be independent 
fixnn the attitudes and behaviour of the 
other party to the peace pnxess. 

Even partisans of Israel have 
become infiniated with the actions of 
Ptirae Minister Netanyahu tince his 
return fiom the Wye meetings. He 
seems as determined to strarigle the 
life out of his own creation at as 
he was to kill the Oslo creation of his 
predecessors. 

While it nught have been assumed 
that Ndanyahu would make a pose- 
ur gesture to appease his ri^t-wing 
allies, the almost perverse intaisi^ 
witii which he has sought to ledefiiK 
and block his own agreement has been 
shocl^. 

And yet desinte the near l^less 
mess Netanyahu's obstructionisiia has 
created, the preddent of the United 
States appears determined to move 
forward with plans to go to the Wsst 
Bank and Ga^ 

Some critics of the visit have sought 
to diminish its in^xxtance by charac- 


terising it in the negative. The presi- 
dent. they say, is only going to Gaza to 
urge tire E^estinians to renounce their 
covenant Such an evaluation can be 
rejected as simplistic for at least two 
leascns. 

First the Untied States has already 
formally accepted tiie fact that the 
I^C h^ alter^ its covenant And cer- 
tainly GintcM) does not have to travel 
to Gaza and address the PNC K) make 
sudiapoinL 

I have met with White House and 
State Departn^t officials to discuss 
both the visit and the president's 
lemaiks. At this point it appears that 
the White House seeks to send a &r 
more significant message with this 
visit — not only a strong statonent of 
support for peace, but a signal 
greater recogniticn of the I^lestinian 
people and ffietr rights. 

V^e some may dismiss such tig- 
nals as incompl^ and hollow s^n- 
bols. such syinbols can be the defining 
issues of praties. 

The struggle for Palestiuan li^ts 
has not only been a physical strode 
for land. Beoiuse of the tactics used by 
Israel, it has also been a jndbund 
political struggle against efi<^ to vil- 
ify and dehumanise the Palestinian 
n^ty. 

In die United States this struggle 
became quite intense. During tiie 
1980s, the FLO was outlawed ^ no 
contact was p ent ti tted with its agents. 
n.0 leaders were forUdden to sp^ 
in the United States ther^ dec^g 
Americans the right to be infixmed of 
offidal Palestinian views. 

Those of us who sought to siqjpm 
Palestinian rights or to call for dia- 


logue wftii the PLO were denounced 
and ostracised bj' both political par- 
ties. Arabs can easih' recall the names 

of those U.S. political leaders who 
paid a paice for daring to call for sudi 
dialogue. Iron Jesse Jack»n to Paul 
Findley, Democrats and Republicans 
aiiifp vTOie politically bun by tfieir sup- 
port fCT justice and dialogue. 

Just 10 years ago. we organised our 
sticogest challenge to the anti- 
Palestinian hysteria that had come to 
define U5. pities. 

Organised in the heart of the 1^ 
jffccp Jacksm for Presrdent Ca m paign 
we entered the political proc^ deter- 
mined to demand recognition of 
P^estinian righ ts. Our call for 
Paiffsfminn sorehood WOO in resolu- 
tion debates in 10 Democratic Pa^ 
cratf> corrveniions. And with a signifi- 
cant number of suppoting delegates, 
our Jackson camprtign came to the 
National Democratic Convention to 
can f(x the fi^ ever national political 
debate for Palestinian rights. 

The leaders of the party did their 
best to block our effbns. I was told that 
if 1 persisted in m>' campaign I would 
be held responsr'ble fer destroying tiie 
party. Jacluoa itimself, was threat- 
ened. .Aid yet we persisted. 

Ws were seeking an end of the taboo 
that had been placed on all tiungs 
PalestiniarL We had proposed rinqile 
compnxnises: inserting tiie wc^ 
“ Palffsrinian self-deterutination” or 
even “the rights of tiie Rilestinian peo- 
ple" in the party's platform. These 
were all rejected, because we were 
told, acknowledging die existence of 
“Palestinian people" in^lied leco^^ 
ing them as a naiior^ community 


wiih the right to self-determrt^on. 

And so hawna failed to achiwe any 
success in nMotiations. I rose to tiie 
podium of die national cooventiwi to 
present our platform resolution. A ^ 
of supporters waving “Palestinian 
statehood now" banners filled the ball 
ghy l rinp Israelis and pt^Israel sup- 
porters. In oun^e an edi axial in the 
laaeli newspaper Ma'ariv noted 
■‘once an Arab loWfy representative 
took the floor. e\en if for a mere 10 
minutes, Israel lost tiie battle. Israel's 
suppcxreis riiamefiiDy flunked at the 
convention.... never before had so 

many FLO flags been seen waving on 
so many American TV screens'' The 
Jerusalem Post quoted a piDminent 
Israeli supporter sa}^. “I'm 
Nothing like tins has bap>- 
pared before.^. [Ws] went all out to 
keep this issue fiom being debated on 
the floor, and we were nnable to pi^ 
vent it" did not win our fi^t in 
19S8, but the taboo had been shat- 
tered. The battle coitinued to be 
waged. As predicted, during the 19SS 
pn^idential campaign Republicans 
sought to smear the Democratic Parfy 
Iot havirig allowed ‘Tro-PLO” eJe- 
ments to have entered their paay. 

We continued to fi^ a fi^ now 
made s ome what easier because we 
had achieved some lecognitira for our 
abilities and our oiganisatkxL 

Even with die 1993 signing on the 
White House lawn the struggle against 
the anti-f^lestinian taboo continued. 
The hostile legislation that has contin- 
ued to come fiom die for li^ in 
Ctxigress is but one indication that the 
stru^Ie has not ended. 

I recount all of tiiis in oida to make 



clear ray point that ^ 

Clinton goes to Gaza to 
PNChrepresentsabieakfaw^tla 
we wffi celebiato When.die ptesiijett 

^leaks, as he did in January of I99g of 

the “rights of Palestmiars io Im s a 
fiee peoitie", he acbwafcdges a« for 


Much we 
decades 


love 



maned by tiie asymmetry (tf potvg 
between Isiad and the I^lestmi^' J 
and between politiail.po«s.or~^ 
Israel's support in tie Ur^5^ ' 
and those who 'snp^ Palestine 

lights. It is also true that despites^ 

agree m en t s. 1^1 contimres In 
mockery of peace Ify 
marts and roads, ccmfisc^qg^Jaci^ 
land and itnporiog new butdens'^ 
conditioDs on an already h ejeagn^j 
Palestinian peqile. And-it is .100^1^4 
Israel cttuimies to be the boKfici^: 
of a U.S. double standard. 

And yet Mien the piesidax ^jb 

Gaza his viat repteseais an 
dqiorajie fiom the and a heat ' 
tinou^ on which we can biuld fee tie- 
future. 

Ac^ Americans who have paud a 
price of 30 years will ied yinefe^ 
airi strei^ltiieoed Palestiniaris areod^ 
being seen as an indepea^ people 
and tliOT institutions are beir^ respect 
ed. 

Much remains to be done. Butwhat 
is in^iDitant is tiiat we win bcDtiooe 
our struggle fex Palestiniaii starefappi 
and for Isaeli witiidrawal fiom oopb- 
{tied lands someMim fieed of tie 
taboos tiiat have inhiNted_oar_efifo[6 
forsokmg. 
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A small step in the right direction 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — Some American officials, 
particularly those at the State Oqiartment. 
seem to be forgetful when thty issued the 
legreltable statement this week ti^ Israel was 
Ih^ up to the tenns of the Memorandum 
over die release of Palestinian prisonos. they 
apparently have forgotten their vehemoit reac- 
tion to a rintilar incident that hqipened on 
American shares 1 8 years ago and a repeat per- 
fomance was tineaiened four years aga 

In 1980. Cuba unleashed a mass exodus of 
refugees to the United States in tespor^ to 
taunting by tiie Cuban cixnmuniiy here and 
some U.S. {xiblic officii that Cubr^ were not 
allowed to leave their country freely. 

Thousands of Cuban exiles chartaed fishing 
boats to bring their relatives and fiiends irom 
Mariel. Cuba, to Key West. Ra Among the 
more than 1 25,000 Orban refugees “were th(»- 
sands of meatal patients and criminals*' that tiie 
re^rae of Cuban leader Hdel Castro quietly 
released from state institutions and prisons in 
an obvious bid to rattle the US. administration. 

And the American ourcry — “a cynical move 
on the part of Castro," is how the State 
Depoonent of yesteryear described it — still 
resonates to this vety day. And it seems amaz- 
ing that the State Department overlooked the 
cruel overtones in the rmsdiievous Israeli mea- 
sure when common aiminals were included in 
the first batch of released Palestinian prisoners. 

Moeover, Palestinian officials who took pan 
in the n^otiations maint^ that the senior U.S. 
officials who took pan in the ifaree-sided n^o- 
tiations had in fealists of Bilestinian polit^ 
prisoners and their affiliations, mostly fiom 
among the Fatdi groi^, the undergrtxmd fac- 
tion M Yasser Ata^ 

But di^ Palestinians have refused journal- 
ists' pleas to officially disclose their under- 
standing because they wanted to avoid a qiat 
Mtb a fiiendly Qinion adnunistration Miich 
ti)^ now belim is more appreciative of the 
Palestinians' stance. Mtteover. they would like 
to avoid ai^ incident on the evT of what 
Mestinian officials expect to be a historic visit 
to f^estinian-niled lands by Resdent Clinton 
and ins wife. 

This is not the first misciuevous action by the 


govenrmeot of Benyaoun Netanyahu since the 
Wye acccHd. The release of Palestinian ciirai- 
nais and the subsequent introduction of new 
conditions — reject^ by the United States — 
before a second pullback due tiiis month were 


‘A New York Times 
report noted that 
the Israeli leader... 
was taken aback 
by the warm 
reception given 
last week to 
Yasser Arafat in 
Washington’ 


just another attempt to discourage Clinton irom 
traveUing to the Middle East D^te 
Netanyahu's denials, the trip was ooooeived at 
by the aaggmg leader who 
favoured Clinton witnesring a meeting of 
members fiom tiie Intestine National 
Congress, and otha Palestinian bodies and 
oganisati^ to reaffirm nullification of the 
anti-Israeli articles in the I^lestinian Qiaiter. 

A Eurqiean diplomat who auended the 

donors cortierence las week, Miich Patetinian 
officials praised for the political support they 
received fiom the iiear 50 del^atioiis and the 

promi^ of more than S3 biUim to shore up 
Palestinian institutitxis, perinted to ya anotier 
sinister Israeit plan to undermine die fle dgling 
Palestinian ecoDony. 

The diplornat. who asked not to be identified, 
revealed that a proposed quadtilareial meeting 
of Americans. Ptiestirnans, Istaelb and 


Europeans to immediately follow die confer- 
ence was aborted because the Braelis reliised to 
consider any I^lestinian project except their 
inxqxisal for a desalin^ioa plant in (At 
prerent, Israel is repotedly facing severe water 
sboitages and want to review its waier dis- 

tribution agreements Mth both Jodan and the 
Palestmian National Autborify.) Ratho* than a 
trip for Clinton to celebrate his duee-stage Wye 
agreement the American president once 
ag^ be out time emtxr^ed in savriig tbe 
^^ddle East peace process. On his agenda MU 
be a meetiiig wttii both Arafat and Netariyabu 
probably at the Isiael-Gaza checlqxiinL 

The symbolism of tins unprecedented trip, 
wtuch ynH include a stopover in Bethlehem, 
has nc< escaped botii the gleefiil E^riestinians 
and die dta^ined Israelis, whose second 
tiiougtas about tbe Cliition visit has been tbe 
stuff of all press r^xms and commentary. 

A New Yoik Tunes rqxm noted that the 
Israeli leader, who is still struggling to maintain 
his coaliticin. *^vas tal^ aback by tbe warm 
receptitm ^ven last week to Yasser Arafat in 
Washington." 

The paper added. ‘‘rxx only was Arafet show- 
ered Mdi money at an iotematitMial donors' 
(xmference: be was treated indulgently when he 
spoke fiankly about his inrention to declare 
Palestinian statehood." As a result, tbe 
Palestinian missiai in WhshingtiXi is now 
embaridng on a high-profile bid to win fiiends 
and influeice people here. It will soon begin 
piih lishing a mo^y newsletter, and may 
engage a lobbyist to hdp it on Capitol H3I, seat 
of the American CongTKS. 

Hassan Abdul Rahman, the bead of the 
Palestinian missicHi here, has since the Vfye 
talks appeared on several radio and TV pro- 
grarnrnes, and plans to follow iq) Mtii contacts 
among the newamgresrioial lraders.eqiedal- 
ly tie qieaker-designate Bob Lhongston, who 
caught the attention of the Arab Anrafean coi^ 
munity when he threatened to ^ U.S aid to 
Israel if an Anaerican JeM^ festive vvilj not be 
returned from to face a riuifder charge. 

But tbe Palestinians would be foolirii to 
believe for a riKHnent that these unrecognised 
early gains can stem tbe tide of pto-Isnid tyro- 
padn^here. 

It's a long, long way to tiiat goal 


UNICEF survey: - 
Education crisis > 
poses >«st thr^ 


To achieve 
education for all 
children, the 
world would 
need to spend 
... less than is 
annually spent 
on cosmetics in 
the us; 


AMMAN (J'T.) — Demed the 
to qual^ baric educatiem. hundreds 
cf miUk^ eff diildreo are growing 
up unequqiped to make decent fives 
for themselves in the 21si Cbdury. 
The United Natfons CIuldieD’s Fund 
(UNICEF) warns in an annual sur- 
vey -- TTie Stare of tie W)dd's 
QdIdreQ 1999 — that tins ritoaoon 
has powder-k^ mqilieatioos for 
global peace and {soqierily. 

Neariy a tdlicn pe^ — a rixdi 
of iwrn^ty — ae already classified 
as fiiDctiODaliy fllitaate, UNICEF 
says, unable to read a book or sign 
tb^ names, 
much less fiU 
out a siirqile 
application 
f^ or qxr- 
^aoonqxitec 
*1116 conse- 
quences of 
iUileracy are 
profound — 
and even 
poteotiaDy fife- 
tiueatemng,'’ 
said Card 
Bellamy, 

UNICEFs 
Executive 
Diiectoi: This 
year's repixt 
shows gn^- 
cally for 
miOioos and 

millioQs of duidreo js lit- 

erally a matter of life and death.” 
citing findings gleaned fiom 
through out ti g develo{^ world, 
the l^CEF report shows that there 
is a direa correlation between yeais 
of sdiooting and child mortaliiy 

The report that chadten who 
grow up widuut basic education not 
only find it harder to sustain tbsm- 
selves and tbdr fiunUies, but also to 
make tbor w;^ as adults in sode^ 
in a ^t of tolerance, understand- 
ing airi equality. 

At its most basic, education helps 

people leam how to achieve fiinda- 
menial human ri ghns — 33 

beahh. nutrinco and safe mother- 
hood — while utyiown g rtvt quali- 
ty of life. But h also helps aduhs and 
diikben alike to team to manage 
conflict, respect pluralism and divier- 
siiy, and work with others towaid 
onnmoncAyectives — indudingihe 
bealtty and harmonious fiumly life 
that all childiea Deed. 

“9" a soci^-wide scale, tie 
denial of education harnas the cause 
of democracy and social progBss — 
and, \jy extension, international 
peace and security," the report says. 

The denial of the right to educa- 
bon IS especially egregious in tbe 
case of giris. whose gender often 
^10 subsistence chores instead 
of school or who are marainaliscd 
in the dassroofa The gravity of the 
sittabon can be summarised in the 
^atisiics: Of the estimated 855 mil- 
“pn adult functional niiiw^ 
the werid, twwhiids ate 

Education is the 


important mterveudon m 

labour, and the edudrim of 
gills is tbe smgte most rn^niw fit 
tot in providing eductekm tpall.d^. f' 
dr^ Rr dakfreu naquia^ fy * 
(TOied conflkx aM viotqice, ip^ 
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with the vtoteoce of sonl abire, 
education is vital to bote sti 
lehaMitaticHL 

The report stresses the viiri iiqjiir- 
taDoenotODlyofaccesstobaKeita’ T 
cation bra alto the quality flf.iit 
educatioiL Ibrexarnpte. 150iiiSfD 
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scfaocd tet ^ 
notreadi^ 
fivrtTh^loK' 
yjwnl 
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numeracy aod 
lifo drills lU 
are tee foiDte' 
□GO fer terai’ 


The Bptf 
sys teat tees 
are 130 inillicD 
{rirnaryahool- 
age io 
the devdoimg 

worid whoeR 

not io sebooL 
and each yes 
rniTBa ns of 
Aese diikitoi 

“ move iitt 

ranks of die illiierate. This figite 
resents felly21 peroeniofaliptiito- 

ly sdiool age chOdia ffl devdop^ 

couniriesL . . ' . 

lb adiiere education for ril^ 
dten, the world would oeM 10 

an nriflfrifini^] $7 bilfioDperyKt^ 

the next ten yeatSb This b & tea^ 

annually oo cosmetics in 
United Stat^ or on ice oeain 
Europe. It b te^ dim aieate rfte® 
world’s gnwiat milriaty spoduf'. 

The criris of baric 
comes at a time when 
has triggered a 

aocessitrility of iiifcxmtecnmBBue 

kto and knowledge 

iiKirc peopte Ifan ewrhdbft^ 
tragedy b teat these sarne techni^ 
ical advances hove frateor deqi^ 

tbe gulf between rich ®d-pwr^ 
those sufficteiitly aflw^ 
and educated to benefit fiom ^ 
leamu^ tecfanc^, 

qualifiM poveity airi 

Yet, as tee UNKEF -"g 

explaiDS, education b a iiad g°^ 
human rigls prodaimed in 
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The sunset girls: The Mutti-Mewse brothers film the stars 
of the silent movies for one more performance 
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By Michael Collins 

fS the height of her career Anita 
l^ge received 35.000 fan letters a 
She starred in Broadway 
which woo Best Picture at the 
flrtt At^emy Awards in 1929. The 
^moQy was held at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt, and this is where she chose 
10 meet (he Mucti-Mewse brothers for 
the first lime. 

Tlie 26 -y^-old English twins have 
dent the past 13 years documenting 
l^nkoown Eves of the silent movie 
JJ 3 TS after they drifted into obscurity 
nidi the arrival of the talkies. And 
Page .was to provide them widi a 
unique insight into their secret history 
of Hollywood. 

•■She arrived two hours late.” Austin 
Hutd-Mewse says. **She told us: 'I 
liefrt \^entino waiting. I can keep you 
aailiiig".’’ 

The meeting between the brothers 
and the long-forgotten film star is 
icoiifliscent of Kenneth Tynan's first 
visit to the legendary Louise Brooks. 
Suddenly struck with stage fright, 
she vTOte: ”There is nothing I can do 
about a face 50 years older than the 
one you have in mind.” Anita Page has 
seeo a years since her 
Bollywood higl^, but those around 
icsistoDpainoog the face of a 21 - 
year-old starlet and twenties flapper 
on the features of a nonagenarian. The 
jsate -19 is thick, the wig is big. ft’s 
depictures diat got small. Her story is 
SoQset Boulevard made flesh. 

At 94, looking like Baby Jane Hud- 
son cast as Candy Darling, she lives a 
charmed, rosetinted life that has faded 
10 s^ia as the years passed. Page is 
sanounded by a small supporting cast, 
beaded by her sixty-something daugh- 
ter aod.a bandfiil of young gay men 
passmg themselves off as young 
actors.' They cut the bad news from 
her dailies before she reads them, 
pdnt and preen her for nights on the 
town, and leave her alone in the after- 
DooD to watch her old ftlms. 

It’s not a tragic life,” says Howard 
Muoi-Mewse. ■'She’s a 94-yearK)ld 
»hp> out almost every night of the 
wck".Before the interview for their 
documentary ftlm, 1 Used To Be In 
Fieiuies, the twins were informed that 
Ik Jctress would only be filmed 
10 a.itn. and 4 p.m. the 
Di^ when she was once expected on 
seLv 

The venue was an apartment in 
Coldwaier Canyon used by her daugh- 
ICL Id die absence of an elevator, the 
oew.bad to cany their star up the 
in a chair. **Did I ever play 
?” she asked her daughter, as 
:.was raised in the air. “You’re play- 
; 'll now, mother,” she was told, 
mediately, she b^ame the silent 
acti^ vamping like Norma Desmond 
Rady to play Salome. Before Page 
vent before the cameras again for the 
ftst time in 60 years, her daughter 
assured die crew: “My mother is ready 
f« her close-up.” 

On filnij Page is lucid and lively 
hUdag about the days when MGM 
d&med to have “more stars than there 
aeTui the heavens” with herself, 
(iaibo and Crawford the brightest rn 
tbe Sanament. What made her a scar? 

1 had it, honey.” she says, in a broad 
Brooklyn drawl. She talks of the par- 
Randolph Hearst's San 
SiiDftoo -mansion — tbe real — life 
eqiuvalent of Citizen Kane's Xanadu 
^ where she turned up for one night 
stayed six months. Mussolini 
(Wrote, htf fan mail, and tbe silent 
Latin lover, Ramon Novarro 
in -love with her. 

Wha Novarro <Eed in the late sL\- 
^Page was griefstricken and cried 
for three days. Accortting to Kenneth 
Pager’s. Hollywood Babylon, the gay 
Wtff was murdered by two male pros- 
hrotes and found with an onyx diido 
p Once a present from Valentino — 
his throat. 

also believes Joan Crawford 
*1 a crash on her. During her first 
last visit to Crawford’s apartmenu 


cl 


her mother found something in the 
bathroom cabinet so shocking that she 
never let her dau&hter return and 
never divulged what she had seen. 
Perhaps it was a gift from Valentino. 

During the filming of the Page 
sequence in the documemary, another 
twist began to emerge, oftcumera, 
revealing the sleazy flipside of luxury 
and glamour. Austin recalls in his 
diary that everything in the aparunent 
pink, with mirrors covering the 
ceiling. Everywhere there were piles 
of softpom videos, men's bu-siness 
c^ds and Post-It notes with phone-sex 
dialogue scribbled on them. 

The ancient, painted lady was obliv- 
ious to the vice that suirounded her, 
and equally oblivious to the fact that 
her second daughter had died in the 
apartment months before. Between 
takes, her surviving daughter would 
leave the room, remove her platinum 
Barbie wig and return, pretending to 
be her sister. SuddenJy the plot shifted 


They have .spoken on the phone to 
Hedy Lamarr, the Vienna-born actress 
once described as “the most beautiful 
women ever filmed.” Now 85, Lamarr 
refuses to be seen but persists in keep- 
ing her reputation alive. She writes 
each year to the Motion Picture Acad- 
emy requesting that she should ht 
recognised for a Lifetime Achieve- 
ment .Award. The sporadic shoplifting 
charges which have put her name in 
prim in recent years are reputedly her 
way of stoking the embers of her 
fame. 

So why do these actresses reply to 
the Mutti-Mewse brothers? 'The fact 
that we were young. English and twins 
became our calling cord,” suy.s 
Howard. “Particularly when we went 
to Hollywood to meet some of them." 
Many of the actors they met were 
alive and kicking when D W Griffiths 
invented the ck>.se-up, but had not 
been in front of a camera since their 
htiJcyon days. In F Scott Fitzgerald's 


Anita Page, 
who starred 
in Broadway 
Melody, with 
her si3cty- 
something 
daughter (m 
photo) 



from Sunset Boulevard to Whatever 
Happened To Baby Jane? 

the Mutti-Mewse brothers 
began their magnificent obsession, 
they imagined the lives of the silent 
stars must have been strange, but not 
quite this strange. It was 1985. and 
^ey were living in tlieir grandmoth- 
er’s house in New Malden. AH that 
most English 13-year-olds knew of 
Hollywood was that Frankie had gone 
there. The twins became fascinated by 
the fact that silent movies had been a 
good night out for on older generation. 

“Tbe kids at school would go home 
and switch on neighbours,” says 
Austin. “We'd rush back to watch a 
Harold Lloyd picture on BBC2.” The 
film that got them hooked was The 
Wind. Its "leading lady, Lillian Gish, 
became their penfriend after they dis- 
covered her address in Who's Who. 
By the time the actress died in 1993. 
the brothers corresponded regularly 
with a network of Hollywood veterans 
for whom they became like grandchil- 
dren. being offered advice on their 
own daily lives and future plans. They 
continue to write about 30 letters each 
week. 

At the last count, there were close to 
70 on the twins’ mailing list. The num- 
ber has fallen in recent years with the 
deaths of bigger names such as James 
Stewan and Robert Miichum. Unsur- 
prisingly. Garbo never replied to their 
letters. But Marlene Dietrich .sent 
signed photographs in envelopes 
padded with empty stocking packets, 
and E>ior perfume boxes from the for- 
ties. 


The Last Tycoon, the protagonist 
accepts Hollywood with the resigna- 
tion of a ghost assigned to a haunted 
bouse. This appears to be the lot of 
.some of the former panicipanis who, 
like Page, remain in a Hollywood that 
has long since forgotten them. 

For Rose Hobart, it was not the stu- 
dios but Senator Joe McCarthy who 
curtailed her career as a respected 
character actress, relegating her to a 
life as a pseudonymous writer. Before 
being called before the House 
UnAmerican Activities Committee, 
and subsequently blacklisted as a 
communist, she had appeared in 
notable movie roles like The Great 
Ziegfeld. 

Rather poignantly, she uses her 
interview to air her side of the story, 
recalling that the communist meeting 
she was accused of attending took 
place when she was in another city, 
giving birth. Hobart also talks about a 
man whose name was common cur- 
rency with a number of actresses from 
the thirties: Howard Hughes. At one 
stage he had 169 of them in his 
employ, and four actors. Hobart was 
one of his many dates and she remem- 
bers Hughes being very deaf, and very 
vain. 

“He always took his dates to see 
boats or planes, and places where 
there was loud machinery.” she says in 
the documenraiy. 'That way eveiyone 
would have to shout.” Now 94, she i.s 
a resident at the Motion Picture & 
Television Country House, which pro- 
vides a home for several hundred for- 
mer actors, now in their twilight years. 


and has both a hospital ami a cinema 
on site. 

Here some of Hobart’s retired con- 
temporaries continue to ostracise her 
because McCarthyism cast her a.s the 
villain. This residential home, where 
the elderly denizens are destined to 
end their days, shows that ultimately 
Hollywood is the same a.s any other 
community. “Hollywood people are 
afraid to leave Hollywood,'' says the 
producer Gottfried Reinhardt, in Pic- 
ture. Lilian Ross' account of Holly- 
wood in the forties. 

“Out in (he world they are fright- 
ened. They ai'e unsure of themselves.” 
The house is like a five-star club. 
From the Merle Oberon Garden to the 
John Ford Chapel, it is pristine and 
luxurious. The bell goes for lunch, a 
piano play.s in tbe dining room, you 
walk into a scu of white hair and 
everyone Is talking about the movies. 
The Louis B Mayer theatre in the 
home shows the new movies as soon 
as the big cinemas do. 

Old rivals forced to share the 
same living space. Mae Clarke, who 
got the grapefruit pushed into her face 
by James Cagney in Public Enemy, 
ruled the roost when she was alive. 
Her main rival was Hobart — they had 
fought over roles and politics. Every 
time Hobart walked past her Clarke 
would shouL 'Next time you see her 
she’ll have her uniform on.' 

Even some of the volunteer nurses 
are former stars. Addie McPhail, who 
was Mrs (Fatly) ArbuckJe III, works 
here. She married Arbuckle after hi.s 
rape case, and helped him find work 
as a jobbing director under a pseudo- 
nym. .Aibuckie died 65 years ago. but 
she still lakes offence if people call 
him Fany. Yet despite the names, and 
the extravagance of the home, there is 
an air of ncvmaJity compared with 
Page's residence. This is where the old 
stars come to get old and eventually 
die — as well as the silent movie leg- 
ends, Burt Lancaster, Dona Andrews 
and Mary Astor saw out their days 
here. 

Another of the home's residents is 
one of the few men to feature in 1 
Used To Be In Pictures. Unlike Page 
and Hobart, 87-year-old Fayord 
Nicholas has worked consistently in 
film, and television as a dancer 
throughout his life. But he wa.s never 
allowed to fulfil his potential. Tallulah 
Bankhead once told him: “If you had 
been white, you could have danced 
with Ginger Rogers." 

As part of the dance act the Nicholas 
Brothers, he inspired both Gene Kelly 
and Michael Jackson. The brothers’ 
big screen moment came with their 
appearance in Down Argentine Way, 
but their names were absent from tbe 
credits on the posters. 

'They received their credits eventu- 
ally,” says Austin, “because the public 
loved their dance sequences so much 
that certain cinemas rewound the film 
to repeat tlieir .scenes.’ For many of 
the characters featured in I Used To 
Be In Pictures, fame remains the spur. 
They wilfully admit to be waiting in 
the wings, getting ready for their big 
close-up, before Che fin^ curtain falls. 
Their hopes have been raised by the 
success that brightened the late Jessica 
Tandy’s Indian summer in the wake of 
Driving Miss Daisy and the resurrec- 
tion of Gloria Stuart's career in Titan- 
ic, resulting in a best supporting 
actress Oscar nomination. 

The Mutti-Mewse brothers talk 
about the day they heard from their 
friend Gloria. She had just received a 
phone call asking if she fancied play- 
ing a part in a new movie. That’s very 
nice of you. she told the casting agenL 
but do you realise I've not been in a 
film for 50 years. Stuart asked the 
boys for their advice — had they 
he^ of the film-maker James 
Cameron, who was planning to make 
a movie called Titanic? The brothers 
told her that Cameron was a fine film- 
maker. Stuart grasped the nettle, and 
the film has broken every box-office 
record. 



7 saw Gorbachev 
at a party in 1985,’ 
says Joy Hodges. 
7 went right over 
to him and said, 
Gorby take down 
that wall. And he 
did’ 


It is not just the Muni-Mewses who 
have sought out these legends. The 
younger kids on the block are also 
beginning to look to their HoUywood 
elders as idols. In recent years, Warren 
Beatty was to be found at The Motion 
Picture & Television House sitting at 
the feet of the actress Anita Garvin, 
from the Laurel & Hardy films, listen- 
ing in awe. Glenn Close arranged a 
part>’ in lionour of Anita Page when 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Sunset 
Boulevard opened. Brad Pitt is a huge 
fan of the original King Kong co-star 
Fay Wray, who recently gave an NFT 
lecture, and was this year invited to 
the Academy Awards Ceremony as 
pait of its celebration of 70 years of 
the institution. 

But there are many actresses who 
married and changed their name, 
whom even the Mutti-Mewse brothers 
couldn’t coax back in froor of the 
cameras. “You are writing to a person 
who no longer exists,” come one reply. 
Another actress, Pauline Curly, 
claimed that she had left her film 
career firmly in the past: **When 1 
found myself 36th billing between a 
dog called Starlight and a horse 
named Thunder I knew it was time to 
get out." 

Frances Lee. 93, began her career as 
a Ziegfeld Follies dancer before 
becoming a star at the A1 Christie 
Comedy Studios. She churned out a 
tw'o-reeler comedy every week, and 
was offered a contract by Warner 
Brothers on tbe same day as Ruby 
Keeler and AI Jolson. “Many of ray 
friends were frightened when Al Jol- 
son made The Jazz Singer because 
they had odd or foreign voices.” she 
said. 

“Hollywood was in turmoil when 
sound came in. Some survived, but 
others were later hit by the stock mar- 
ket crash of 1929." In 1932, Frances 
auditioned for King Kong. She lost 
out to Fay Wray, who could scream 
louder. L» still regrets that day. still 
bemoans the fact that she hadn’t been 
told the scream was so importaoL 
When the brothers told her Wray was 
visiting London she asked, “1 wonder 
how loud Fay can scream now. I bet I 
con scream louder.” 

Lee married the producer Anthony 
Bennett, brother of silent screen 
actress Enid Bennett. Like many 
screen husbands, he became Jealous of 
her success and was delighted when 
she retired to have children. In the 
fifties, after 20 years away from tbe 
screen, and with her children grown 
up, she embarked on a second career. 


Now Myma Bennetr ('her real married 
name), she taught etiquette to. among 
others, Richard Nixon’s daughters. 

One former actress intet^’iewed in 
the documentary, Joy Hodges, also 
left Hollywood and the movies of her 
own accord, and would never consid- 
er returning to the acting trade. Now 
based in P^m Springs, she was a song 
and dance star who married well and 
invested even better. “It is only since 
we began writing to her chat she has 
begun to decorate her home with the 
photographs and memorabilia from 
her Hollywood days,” say the twins. 
The high point of her career was her 
performance before 44,000 soldiers at 
Nuremberg Stadium. 

She cliums responsibility for getting 
Ronald Reagan screen le.st that pul 
him on the path to an acting career. 
She says they remained friends and 
she was a regular visitor to the White 
House during his extended run as 
pre.sident. “1 saw Gorbachev there at a 
party in 1985.” she says proudly, in 
the film. “1 went right over to him and 
said — Gorby take down that wall. 
And he did.” Ronald Reagan, the most 
famous former Hollywood actor to 
succeed with a new career in a new 
town, expressed interest in the twins' 
efforts to seek out the faded stars from 
Hollywood's distant past. “We had a 
brief telephone conversation with him 
in which he wished us luck.” says 
Howard. 

However, on this side of the great 
)ake, inieresr from TV networks has 
been lukewarm. Astonishingly, no 
television company has bought the 
rights to this wonderful documentao'- 
The Mutti-Mewse brothers enlisted a 
producer and funded the film with the 
aid of a rapidly-assembled consortium 
of friends, employees and family. .As 
they have wait^ for television to pick 
up on the idea. Howard and Austin 
have seen a number of old Hollywood 
actresses die before they could com- 
mit their stoiy to tape. One such star 
was the original Esmeralda in The 
Hunchback Of Notre Dame. Patsy 
Ruth Miller. She died in 1995. having 
lived long enough to fulfil her fintti 
wish of seeing the outcome of the OJ 
Simpson trial. 

“Patsy Ruth personified the pioneer- 
ing and hedonistic spirit of peri- 
od,” says Howard. “She was one of 
the first women to fly a plane." When 
tbe twins visited her she was lying on 
her bed, wearing a pair of gold mules 
sprouting marabou feathers. At her 
side was a wardrobe of dresses that 
Valentino had bought her, and on her 
dressing table the silver compact con- 
taming a silver straw and a razor 
blade, that accompanied her to Charlie 
Chaplin’s ccxraine parties. "Tve been 
to every country in the world. Bed's a 
new adventure for me.” she told the 
twins when they arrived. 

It is tbe relationship of tbe twins to 
the inierN’iewees and their intimacy 
with the subject that makes the film so 
poignant. Once relaxed, the actresses 
featured readily destroy and create a 
few myths on cinema’s leading men 
that could warrant a new chapter in the 
Hollywood Babylon canon. Clarke 
Gable had his false teeth to thank for 
his sex appeal, and readily popped 
them out in company, exposing a line 
of brown stumps beneath, together 
with a bad case of halitosis. But there 
was nothing false about Gary Coop- 
er’s stud image. “He was hung like a 
horse and could keep going all nighC 
one of the interviewees rememters. 
fondly. 

For Page, it was the presence of 
Austin Mutti-Mewse that made the 
memory of her fgvourite leading man 
live again. Seated for her interview, 
rolling her eyes like the great silent 
star, she spotted Austin heading 
towards her with his black, slicked- 
back hair and a moustache as thin as a 
stocking seam. “It's Ramon.” she 
called to her daughter. “It's Ramon 
Novarro.” 

— The CuanJian 
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The crises of Russia’s human rights 


By Max Ognev 

Agence France Presse 

ASSASSINATION of Russia's foremost 
**O0caacy activist Galina Siarovoyiova two 
4eeksago, has thrown the spotlight on a liiwy 
^hitman rights sdsuses in the country, against 
^uich she tirelessly campaigned. 

-.-AAitrary justice, growing anti-Sernitisin. 

social security, overcrowded pns- 

packed with tubercular inmates... Acuviste 
a griin picture of a troubled country win 
for the basic dignities for whn.fi 
^ slain parliamentaiian crusaded. 

In. a bitterly ironic twist, observers 
the justice system and generalist 
which so riled Starovoytova will 
to hamper efforts to solve her murder. 
■‘^.Pplice have a feeble record m such c:^s. 

• state is .very weak and poor, . 
^^^“‘^.Alexeyeva, the head of the Helsinki 


Human Rifihls Watch group in Moscow. “The 
professionals left the Justice system for com- 
mereial companies, and the Judiciaiy is unable 
to cope with crime because criminals have 
penetrated the top rungs of power." 

*il has become very dangerous to be a 
human rights activist here.” Aiexeyeva added. 
•'Riohts are violated in eveiy branch of life, 
thelirisons. the army, the budget, race rela- 
tions.” , ^ ^ 

Starovoytova. who was gunned down out- 
side her home in St. Petersburg, had long 
championed the cause of democracy and jus- 
tice in Russia, regularly bemtjaning that gen- 
uine freedom was for many a myth. 

Seven yeare after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. Russia still has a handful of “political 
prisoners.*' most of whom stood up to the 
authorities on various issues and were Jailed 
on flimsy and fabricated evidence, Aiexeyeva 
said. 


There is Aldaf Galeyev. a radio journalist 
from Ufa w'ho was Jailed allegedly for broad- 
casts not to the taste of the regional governor. 
There is Grigory Pasko. a naval captain in 
Vladivostok who has been held in jail for a 
year awaiting trial on charges of espionage. 

There is Alexander Nikitin, an ecologist held 
in jail for 10 months in 1996 who finally came 
to trial last month after prosecutors had spent 
almost three years try'mg to find charges to pin 
on him. Nikitin was accused of leaking state 
secrets in his probe into the hazards of Russian 
nuclear submarines. 

Those held in Russian jails, meanwhile, are 
exposed to another catalogue of rights abu.ses: 
overcrowded cell.s. tuberculosis spreading 
rapidly and a food allocation of les.«; than two 
cents a day per pri.soner. 

Prisoner’s are not the only victims of the 
poverty of the stale. Public sector workers, 
pensioners, single mothers, destitute children. 


oil go for months if not years without seeing 
benefit pa>'ments. 

Problems of race, meanwhile have simmered 
ever since the Soviet Union broke up, leaving 
Russia with a colourful mix of minorities who 
often face discrimination, rights observers say. 

“If you have a Caucasian appearance you 
face trouble in Moscow, for example,” Aiex- 
eyeva says. “Police look out for them, stop 
them to check their documents and often arrest 
them and bold them for several days for no 
apparent reason. 

‘This violates the Constitution which says 
that everybody can move and live everywhere 
freely,” she a<Jded. 

For example. Alvim originally comes from 
Azefoaijan but moved to Moscow to be with 
her husband in 1990, For nigh on a decade the 
authorities have refused to give her the official 
registration papers. 

“Without registration I am nothing in 


Moscow because 1 have no Job and can’t eon) 
money," she said. “I have kept asking them for 
years but they refused for no apparent reason. 

Though Russia's Jewish population has yet 
to suffer such indignities, the current vogue 
for anti-Semitism has shocked obsei^'ers. Par- 
liament’s failure to censure one of its number 
for shocking anti-Semitic outbursts testified to 
±e weakness of the authorities to stand up for 
minority peoples and religions, they say. 

Another underprotected group are the esti- 
mated 3.000 army conscripts killed each year 
as a nesuli of hazing. 

“This indicator is not going down year to 
year,” said Tatiana Maricheva, the head of the 
Mothers Rights foundation, which looks out 
for abuse of soldier rights. “The state doesn’t 
want to conduct the reforms in the army while 
the defence ministry is only interested in con- 
cealing what is going on.*’ 
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Gulf states face reforms or bankruptcy 


DLfBAl (AFP) — TTie rcccMti 
drop in oil prices puts the Gulf 
Arab monaiuhies in a dilem- 
ma ov'er whether to introduce 
unpiopular lerorms or risk a 
plunge into economic crisis 
experts and officials srud Tues- 
day. 

‘The Gulf states have a 
paiollil choice to make, their 
populations are used to subsi- 
des and this lifestyle must 
change," said Nuji Abi Aad. a 
senior advisor at Rench-based 
Observuroiie Mediterraneen 
de L'Engeijie. 

Unless the changes go 
through, “we can expect a cri- 
sis.*' Abi Aad said on the side- 
lines of on oil conference in 
Dubai. 

The crisis will start with 
heavy pressure on the Gulf 
cunencies and a drop in the 
value of its stock markets, the 
experts sard Gulf states rely 
on oil for between 50 and 90 
percent of dteir revenues. 

The stock market in Saudi 
Arabia, the world's largest oil 
producer, has lost about a 
quarter of its value since the 
start of the year. Kuwait's 
bourse has seen a 35 per cent 
drop and Oman a 47 per cent 
plunge. 

The kingdom's central bank 
has been forced into cosdy 
interventicMis to prop up the 


riyal in recent months as spec- 
ulators pressure die currency, 
which is pegged to the dollar. 

On Monday, benchmark 
Brent crude fell to below ten 
dollars a barrel. Most Gulf oil 
is sold well below this price, 
fencing tbe Gulf states to tiy 
and i^uce the public debt 
notably ihrou^ a sell-off of 
state assets. 

But the Gulf go\'eninients 
aic loathe to reduce public 
subsidies, eq^ecially for utili- 
ties and raise fees and taxes. 

‘These sorts of measures 
risk provcddiig pdDlic discon- 
tent,*' Abi Aad adding dial 
the autocratic Gulf Tnonaidiies 
feared die ensuing political 
and economic implications of 
such a move. 

"More taxes means more 
obligations fer the govern- 
ments and more rights for the 
people, wtuch would need 
more democratisatioa.'' he 
said. 

In most Gulf states, state 
subsidies cover most aspects 
of citizens' lives. In the United 
Arab Brurates. the state even 
provides funds for young cou- 
ples wishing to marry. 

But reform is now high on 
the agenda of the Gulf I^ideis, 
said an oil official at the con- 
ference. paniculady because 
the expectation that crude 


pne^ would remain a rock 
bottom. 

‘T4o one knows when tite 
prices wiU rise, it depends on 
several factors including tbe 
end of the Asian crisis.*' which 
has dramatically reduced glob- 
al demand for oil. he said. 

“Acccxding to some esti- 
mates. tbe recovery of the 
Asian economies will not take 
place until 20(X). Thus the 
need for reform in the Gulf is 
ugent because this delay will 
be difiScult to manage,** the 
offidal said. 

OPEC heavyweight Saudi 
Arabia on Monday urged Gulf 
Arab leaders meeting in Duhii 
not to “sit with thdr arms 
crossed" in the face of plum- 
meting crude crude prices 
which have left their 
econcHnies reeling. 

“The age of abundance is 
over and will not return. V\l- 
must all get used to a new 
lif^le that does not reiv 
entirely on the state...h neL-i.1- 
the private sector to assum«. 
pan of tbe burden." he said. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdel Aziz appeared 
however to rule out any politi- 
cal h*beralj.sation of tbe ultra- 
conservative Idngdom. saying 
“perverse ideas htefing behind 
fancy names are rejected." 


Iran’s Shafei arrives for talks 


.AMM.^N (Petra) — Iran's 
Minister of Industry' Ghu- 
lam Shafei arrived in 
.Amman Tuesday to meet 
with senior officials to dis- 
cuss a number of economic 
and water resource issues. 

During the meeting, 
agreements on joint air 
iransport and on coopera- 
tion beiw'een the Jordan 
Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO) and the 
Iranian exports develop- 
ment centre are expected to 
be signed. 

Discussions aim to acti- 


vate a 1996 agreement to 
establish a joint council on 
economic issues and the 
1997 health and agricultur- 
al protocols. Exploring fur- 
ther cooperation in reli- 
gious tourism, oil. gas. 
dams construction and the 
Disi-Ammao water 

pipeline project will also be 
on the agenda. 

According to official fig- 
ures, bilateral trade volume 
over the last 1 0 months was 
JD21 Dullion; JD16.3 mil- 
lion as exports and JD4.7 
million as imports. 


FOR RENT IN UM UTHEINA 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, 
L-shaped salon, deluxe furniture, independent heating, 
telephone, central satellite. Suitable for diplomats. 
Please call Tel.: 5510794 


World oil demand sickly despite low prices 


LONDON (R) — World 
oil demand growth is 
stalling despite Tow prices, 
hit by slowing thirst for 
petroleum in leading 
industrialised nations hold- 
ing huge stocks, the Inter- 
nationd Energy Agency 
(TEA) reported on Monday. 

“Growth in world oil 
demand appears to have 
stalled in September and 
October," the lEA said in 
its Monthly Oil Market 
Report. 

“A substantial pan of the 
demand decline is attribut- 
able to slower than expect- 
ed economic growth." 

Weakening demand, par- 
ticularly in Asia's finan- 
cially troubled “tiger" 
economies, has spurred 
this year's 40 per cent oil 
price slide. 

But the Paris-based 
agency's report said the 
latest demand weakness 
was not just in Asia but 
was spread across many of 
the member nations of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). 

The lAE retained a pro- 
jection that world oil 
demand next year would 
grew by an estimated 1.4 
million bpd or 1 .9 per cent. 

But it said global demand 
growth in September was a 
meagre 0.4 per cent and in 
October demand fell a star- 
tling 2.3 per cent below 


that of a year earlier. 

Global demand in the 
fourth quarter was project- 
ed to be flat at 75.7 million 
barrels per day (bpd). a 
downward revision of 
650.000 bpd. 

To make matters worse, 
w'orld oil production rose 
by 800.000 bpd to 75.01 
million bpd in November, 
TEA figures showed. 

And output from the 
Oiganisation of the Petro- 
leum Exporting Countris 
rose to 27.34 million bpd. 
This represented 81 per 
cent compliance with tar- 
geted cutbacks, excluding 
Iraq which is not partici- 
pating in supply Rstraiqtn 

Oil exports from the ter- 
ritories of the former Sovi- 
et Union remained high in 
November averaging 3.16 
million bpd. It said Russ- 
ian refiners and exporters 
had continued to take 
advantage of the rouble 
devaluation. 

Stock levels remained 
high compared to last year 
and even higher compared 
to October 1996 levels, it 
said. Stocks in OECD 
member countries fell by 
only 90,000 barrels per day 
in October due to warm 
weather in all OECD 
regions. 

One prime determinant 
of demand, lower prices, 
would normally have been 
expected to stimulate 


demand but they had had 
failed to do some because 
of huge stocks, warm 
weather and slow econom- 
ic growth. 

But the lEA said poten- 
tial bullish factors .should 
not be forgotten, including 
tbe possibility of u cold 
winter, Iraqi supply disrup- 
tions and slowing Russia 
exports. 

“A combined loss of us 
much as one to two million 
bpd, on top of the one mil- 
lion bpd seasonal stock- 
draw. could quickl> 
change the mood of the 
inarkeL" it said. 

“The underlying supplN- 
demand conditions ob\i- 
ously are weak. But the 
factors that caused and 
sustained the price col- 
lapse are dissipating." 

A recent European cold 
snap was a reminder oi 
what winter can be like. 
non-Iraqi OPEC output 
was almost two million 
bpd lower than at the yeui 
and while Asian demand i'- 
not getting better, it was 
not gening any worse. 

“What has not gotten 
much better is the stub- 
bornly high level of oil 
inventories, both within 
OECD countries and else- 
where." it said. 
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LONDON (R) — Disanay in 
OPEC and a soibbom imiaitory 
ovethang have sesn the prospects 
recede sharply for a lecoverj' nest 
year in ailing oil pices, 01131}® 
said. 

A Reuters poll of 10 invBSOnent 
banks and enercy conaiionB pro- 
jected an average price for bendi- 
ng North Sea" Brent erode of just 
S15il a banel in 1999. below the 
lowly 513j5 atieved so far this 
vear 

' Just about aD lespcxidents to the 
Reuters poll downgiaded ibeir fore- 
cast &om a laie^epiernber poD. 
when the average was S15J1 

"■Recovery is dqjendent txi 
(3PEC production restraint and 
whether deraand unravels, paiticu- 
lariy in .Asia and the Noth .Ameri- 
can marisL' said Peter Bogin, asso- 
ciate direeux of Cambridge Energy- 
Research in Pads. 

Bogin said be revised his fore- 
casis'about 51.50 down to SHOO 
liv 1999. 

Brem prices fefl bekw die psy- 
chologicd 510 barrier on Monday 
a<: deder> look a pessimistic view of 
the prospecis foran end to one of the 
steqest price crashes on lecord. 

Amly-xK sad the sheer size of the 
global oil glut would hold prices 


dcftVTi next year. 

“This stock overhang is going to 
take a long time to dear.” said Leo 

ElroUas. de^’ dinxtor ai the Cje^ 

be for Global Energy Studies in 
London (CGES). "CGES has 
revised its 1999 full-year aviaage 
down to SI160 a banel from 
$14.00. 

'The inventories ore axnmg 
dow'D slower than exf^cted." said 
Jonathan Wright, an oil analyst wtdi 
Metriil Lynch. The invemcries 
might con^ giadually through the 
6ra and secorid quait^ next yeac" 

Menill Lynch revised its (xke 
forecast down to S13i0 fiom 
S 17.00 for 1998. The conqaiiy pro- 
jected prices would average $16:50 
by 2000 and $ I S thereafter. 

'OO producers ore hop^ fo* a 
cold winter to eat inventories aw^. 
But recent lempenduies in the 
□crdieast United Suaes have been 
unseasonably high. 

Even a bitterly cold w'ioter in the 
world's Ixggest dl maricet may oily 
drag oil prices iq) to $1160 abond. 
DrcAas of the CGES. said. 

Without help from the weadier 
the market will look to OPEC to sto- 
Inlise battered prices. But last 
month. OPEC — jAigued by inter- 
nal bickerinc — failed to take action 
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MAJOR CURRENCIES AGAINST JORDAN DIMAR 


CENTRAL BANK BUtlEni 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
Thurman ot 
'Batman and 
Robin' 
Vaporized 
water 
Yawned 
USSR jet 
Butterfly stage 
Narrow ridge 
Before: pret. 
High paints 
Poisonous 
secretion 
Mystery dame 

'Crazy 

Legs* Hirsch 
Charged 
particle 
In the style of 
_-Aid 
Azure and 
ultramarine 
Idyllic garden 
Ostrichlike bird 
Part of QED 
Afore 

Literary dame 
Nabokov novel 
Evaluate 
RR depot 
Lamentefs cry 
'Divine 

Comedy* writer 
47A, e.g. 

voyage! 

NY gambling 

parlor 

Carpathian 

range 

Theatrical 

dame 

Occurence 

Around a 

certain date 

Abyss 

Packing case 
Render safe 
Greek letter 
Don Carlos in 
'Don Carlos' 
Anangement 
Neighbor to isr. 

DOWN 
Refs kin 
California city 
Teens or 
seniors, eg. 

Grayish 
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Peanuts 


HES, MAAM r PUT DOWN 
‘TRUE' FOR ALL OF 
THE aUESTlONS.. 


WEa.MAAM [ REALIZE. 
A5 I'm sure you must ALSO 
realize that we pc not 



Dlghten,HA 

5 Dashboard 
gauge, lor short 

6 Writer 
Bombeck 

7 With, in Arles 

6 Five Iron 

9 Actor MacLeod 

10 God or war 

11 Group of five 

12 French star 

13 Humiliate 

21 Internet 
provider; abbr. 

22 Pinkish 

23 Lived hand to 
mouth 

27 Width 

28 Ybung boy 

29 Vehicular 180 

30 Always, to a 
poet 

32 Stop 

34 Have regrets 

36 Possesses 

37 Table • 
protector 

38 Atoms of 
differing 
masses 

39 Infinite time 


SI 


EC 


L C E 


□B 

!!□ 

□□ BOdElil 

mm 
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s 

Z 

A 
T 
E 

I 

C 
R 
0 

(Cl I sn Ticm hmb Snm. K 

MlV« 


□ 

B 
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B 
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B 
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B 
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B 

□QB 

IB 
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B 

□ 

B 

□ 

a 

□ 

D 

q! 

IB 

a 

B 

B 

a 


’Andy Capp 



K UKB you SAY. 

NO HAiaPR EQaeg ever 
K&SIVB 9 A LASS KNOWS 
g WHff SHEWNTS 



lOiMuftH in 

Dsr n MPON SPBCmW IMBWRMl 
iMN0«Migi(WAsnocAn *c 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


if lllSfCANI« l?BAf4ANAS?|!/TRV6M.S|R/riBM«i;^ 

_ jTHevagoMLvr^® 


JL(t^A?S1!IGKT» 
I'M Wt^lMG 


40 Pro (in 

proportion) 

44 Wretched 

45 'Mona Lisa' 
museum 
Of Chilean 
mountains 

48 Calculating 
device 


49 Mas' mates 

51 Playful 
mammal 

52 Hobo 

54 Keen on 

55 IX 

56 Mild oath 

57 Beige shade 
61 Saior 



THE BETTER HALF» ByGlasbergen 


1 



T^oday I ate more burgers ^anf 
ever dreamed possible.. .riever'^ to . 
lunch right after a motivation seminal" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one leder to each square, to 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORP- 6^ 
by Henri AmeU and Mike ArgW- 


LALED 





fpftun« Mate S 

’WV6C09. KK 

GIMED 



^ Y ^ 

_ 

□ 

PREFIL 


- V 

n 

n 



NlOHTMABe CAN 
aa THIS. 


mepext 

□ 


□ 


n 

n 


Now arrange the i^ 
form the surprise answy^ 
gested by the above cerioca 


Answer a 


a 


Y Y'' 


s A A 




Yesterday’s 


Jumbiec;' 

Answo; 


'.r.GAL GULCH- UNCO!!-_. 2' 
Why ihe accountant gwjjrprhrted 
HE ViTAS CALCULATING ’ ' 


vacant 


— " « *• ^ 
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Jordan Cement bloc trade boosts trade 
volume at Amman Financial Market 


Alo! wins tender in Yemen 


AMMAN (R) — Joidan's 
bourse volume rose od 
Tuesday on the back of a 
large bloc deal in Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
as buyers for die stock 
appeal^ to return after a 
bf^ on Monday. 

Turnover was dominated 
by large bloc sales in Jor- 
dan Cement which made up 
mote than half of Tuesday's 
total volume of nearly JD2 
millioiL 

Dealers said the resumed 
bu^g orders on the stock, 
wUch halted trade on Mon- 
day after two days of heavy 
ordres, involved mainly one 
emerging market fund. 

Sellers were a mix of 


local insdnidonal investors, 
including bonks and some 
foreignerK .said. 

Lo^ and foreign interest 
in Jordan Cement has bol- 
stered the bourse's volume.^ 
in the past two weeks after 
it resumed trading foilow- 
ing a five-week halt to 
allow the government to 
sell a 33 per cent sudce to 
French company Lafaige. 

The cement firm's bloc 
sale price was fixed JD0.01 
higher at JD2^1 after 
shares worth JDI.13 mil- 
lion changed hands. 

Before trading in the 
share was suspended last 
month for the sale of the 
government's stake, the 


stock stood at JDI.8. 

The rest of dtt market 
saw minimal trading and 
the official Ammon Finan- 
cial Markets 60-share index 
shed 0.19 per cent to 
165.19 points with little 
impetus f^or a r^»und in an 
absence of buying interesL 

in banks, Ai^ Bank sbed 
JDi to 210, but sdll above a 
previous JD204-20S price 
range. 

Overall gaining shares 
outnumbered ios^ by 27 
to 12. The im^iendent Pearl 
Index of 45 best-perform- 
ing shares rose 0.21 per ent 
to 79 points, suill 6.21 per 
cent down from the start of 
the year. 


South Korea aims to snuff out 
conglomerates’ ‘circular investment’ 


HOROSCOPE 

FOBECASTFOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 199S 

By LJruUi C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You prob^y got away vritb 
SMDc outragecHis things yestmlay, but today that won't be 
possaUe. You have to get all the work done before deadline. 

your shoes and show up looking hke you’re ready for 
thiqiecdoa. Actually, there oo^d be an iospeciioo today, but 
jimt you know about it, you will be prepared. 
rtUJRDS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a good day for a 
;Serious discusrion with your mate. You’ll even be able to 
trik about money. If you get your budget talked out now, 
Haac won’t be surprises later. The idea isn’t simply to forbid 
fte other peRon from speeding money. Instead, strive fm* 
BRitoa] agreement on bow much you each can play with. 
(XMINI: (May 21 to June 211 You’re learning quickly, but 
don’t get cocky. You don’t have the whole lesson down ycL 
Your ftiends and coach may have a few suggestions, so Us- 
ten with open mind and open ears. You might think the oth- 
cas are (Ncking on you, bin it’s more likely you're locddng 
very good and they’re just helping you put on the finish i n g 
toadies. 

^CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Yon’re in a learning phase. 
?hat you doi't already know eveiythmg. It’s embar- 
idsdogto be in that position, but if you don’t put yourself 
:lheie from time to tinift. how wiU you ever grow? L ea rn ing 
is so'ea^ right now rfiat you might feel like you don't have 
. to sbMfy, but take a few notes anyway. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You and your partner could 
' fiavearfisa^eement about money today, but it's for the best 
I You need to figure out how mudi you have, so you don t 
' -spead too mrw4v You also need to know what each of you 
L’has in mind ftr the next few weete. Teamwodc is required. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're stronger 
, today. You’re «*ill facing some intetesUng cballeoges, how- 
evo; «w»ming hom e and family. And there’s Jupiter in 
TSso^ diiecdy across the zodiac. That would be your part- 
nrr wirii m€»fw»gfion<^ about how tt> stTcicfa youT rcsouices 
even tfwnn f T Well, guess vriiat? You will find a way. 
UBRA: (September 23 to October 23) It’s time to return 
Aose phoTO calls and letters, and get those checks m the 
' You’ve fr f yn having so much fim lately, you may have 
' Ibrgotteo the mundane tilings in life. Wefl, they haven t for- 
you, and todiQr, you’tc apt to get some sort of nasty 
Better go through that pile of papers. 

3: (October 24 to November 21) This is a good 
^feragroup meeting. If you're inieresied in doing some- 
rignificant. start figneng out where you re going to get 
^•iprac^. You could r Tpaire a very big difference in your 
connnintty. Other peof^e are also inieresied in the things 
you can passiocacely about. Just ^iher them all together 

and do something. j. 

SAGimMUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) Have tte 
data you need at your fingertips today. Do bom^ik 

,'^>e*)reyouget to the meeting. You’re going to be asked^ 

."deoils, and if you know whal they are, you II mate a gnat 
■■^pressioiL You can take a crib sheet with you to dm 
. ahhoQ^ if you can tattle ofif the answers without iL you u 

6VCQ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 

.sbetrii tod^ to make your quota. Somediing^ SOt®w 
betod dtt scenes is distracting your 
,®8 to go backward before you can go forw^ 
fcwiating. Don’t let it take ali day, however. 
flicr&lbnanfissquidcly, foe new business wiU happen nai 

tlt^.TlBt’n befoefunpari. , onnd news 

AQUARIIjs: (January 20 to February 
» that you’re pretty ludof wi* money 

newsTs that you sdD need to watoh your budg^ 

J^-accomii for every penny you spend Jf 
>w.inoieL If you don’t, this treasure could shp a Y 

of ii eye. Keep a little something for yourself, 

CKfaraiy 19 to March 20 ) Chan^,-* 

■ so is dismptioiL Make an Mllnie “ ^ ^ does- 
^.Die person who should ta somebody 

at seem to be p^ving attention. Don t ^ 

-^th provide strong 'eadml^- and don't be 

. C3n see what needs to be done. SpeaK p< 

%.aboittiL 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea is oonsideiiDg ways to 
dispose of ^^dreular invest- 
ment” among units of the 
oountiy's busfoess conglomer- 
ates, a key practice that 

tfiCT empres, news 
reports said Tuesd^ 

‘The ref(xm of doebols will 
be completed «*ring the 
diain (^citailar investniem,” a 
seoKrgovenametit official was 
quoted as idling Yonhap News 
Agenry, refecdDg to die famU 
iy-coottoDed cengjornootos. 

are mnarigrin g ways tn 
remove circular investment as 
a fi^low up to the financial 
crvKnKriarinn of chacbols, 
thdr focusing on core busi- 
nesses and the removal of 
opss-guaianfiBe debts,” he 
said. 

Aside from the cross-guar- 
aniee of debts among tfadr 
urms, foe practice known here 
as circular investment is oon- 
sideied foe ofoer (xDar that has 
helped foe conglomerates, or 
chadxiL esqpaod and sustain 


their empires. 

Under this practioc, for 
example. Unit A of a group 
vrifo $100 millkm of capital 
would invest half of foe money 
in Unit B of foe same grotqi 
while Uful B would invest 30 
mniioD woo in Unit C of foe 
same group. 

The group's Unit C in turn 
invest 10 millkxi won in Unit 
A, completing the circle of 
investm^L 

Tfarou^ this method. Unit 
A is able to take ccxitrol of 
both Unit B and C while 
iocreasiiig hs caphal from 100 
miTlio n won to 110 milliCKi 
won (HI foe book. 

As a result, one unit with 
100 millkRi won in c^tal has 
created two mote uni^ while 
increasing its own equity ca{:^ 
tal to 110 milliaa won on its 
books. 

But foe practice is risig' as, 
for example, if unit B was to 
go insolveitt. Unit A would 
lose half of its capital leadi^ 
10 a ch^ collapse of all units. 


In order to untangle chaebol 
s^'stem, this practice must be 
brought to an end, officials 
here said. 

The top five chaebols — 
Hymidai, Samsung. Daewoo, 
LG and SK groups — have 
been tdd creditor bonks 
and the govemroenl to remove 
foeir cross-unit guarantees of 
debts by foe ecKl (tf this year. 

Chaebols have been helped 
by this praxice in borrov^ 
from banks in expanding their 
empires. 

A total of 12.7 trillion won 
($10.5 tnllion) of cross-unit 
defat guaiatees will be wiped 
off tw foe end of this year, 
crefotor banks said. 

Hyundai topped foe lis with 
6.77 trillion wcxi of cross^mit 
debt gusantees, foDowed 
Daewoo wifo 334 triOioo VMX 1 
md Samsung with 1J2, LG 
812 bil^ won and SK 
wifo 239 IxUiOT won. 


NY comptroller seeks block 
of Bankers Trust, Deutsche Bank merger 
until settlement of Holocaust claims 


NEW YORK (AFP) — New 
York’s ooufitidler Monday 
urged federal and state aufoori- 
ties to bkxk foe proposed 
Deutsche Bank merger wnb 
Bankers Trust until foe Gennai 
bank settled Hokxausi-ieiated 

Haimc 

"When foe federal and state 
gov emm eots review tius pitv 
posed mogec. (hey should 000 - 
ader how Deutsche Bank is 
rfftnHn g with Kolocaust-relaled 
clahns.” Alan Hewsi said m a 
sfitfemenr. 

The boards of doectons at bofo 
Deutsche Bank and foe New 
York-based Bankers Trust 
approved at $10.1 millioa tie- 
iq> in Novembec. 

But foe deal must now win the 
backing of r^ulaiots at the U3. 
Federal Reserve and foe New 


York banlang commission. 

However. Hcvesi wants 
Deutsche Bank to settle claims 
by relatives of Holocaust vic- 
tims. before foe merger gets foe 


Deutsche Bank is <nc of a 
numba' erf* German banks cited 
in a lawsuil filed in a US. (fis- 
tiict court here in October 1998. 

The suit, broi^t by desceih 
donis of Jewish Holocaist vic- 
tims, is seekmg compensation 
from foe bonks because of their 
aD^Bd finandal coUaboratkxi 
wifo (he Nazis. 

Heveri, who bkxkcd a merg- 
er between (be Swiss banks, 
UBS and Oeefit Suisse, for foe 
same reasons, said he is waiting 
forareport from foe Wbrid Jew- 
ish Congress (WJC) on the sta- 
tus of foe lawsuh. 


But he wamecL ‘The Swiss 
bante lecxtuJy seeled foeir 
clans and now Demsche Bank 
should do foe same. Holocaust 
victims and foeir heirs have 
vQued too long for restitution.” 
Eltei Steinberg, executive 
(firector (ff foe WJC said bad 
been having totts with the bank 
and fo^ would cootinue for 
onocher iwo weeks. 

‘The discuskMis are coo- 
smictive,”hesaid 
"We'U in about two weeks 
what apprcai we'ic cbooang. 
We hove not arrived ai arQ) poli- 
cy yet with r espect to (he mog- 
ecT 

New York has a substantial 
Jewisb populadoo, arkd Hcvesi 
is tasked wifo dealing with all 
tnaoers relating to Hokxausi 
victims. 


By Tareq Ayyoab 

AMMAN — The Trans- 
Jordan for Communication 
Services Company, Alo. 
has won a tend^ to launch 
a public telephone service 
in Yemen in cooperaticMi 
with a local finn there, a 
spokesman of the company 
said. 

Director General of the 
company Shadi Abdul 
Salam Majali told reporters 
this week that his firm, 
which launched a public 
telephone service in the 
Kingdom last year, has 
submitted the lowest price 
among all competi- 
tors; 14.88 fils per minute. 

The agreement with the 
Yemeni company is valid 
for 15 years, after which 
time, it will be renewed 
after renegotiating terms of 


the agreemeat, Majaii said. 

Majali described the 
agreement with the Yemeni 
government as a "strong 
impetus” to accelerate the 
growth of communication 
firms in the Kingdom. 

He said that after one 
in service in Jordan, 
his firm has succeeded in 
establishing the public tele- 
phcMie service in all gover- 
norates in Jordan, with a 
capacity of 2,647 lines 
scattered throughout the 
country. 

Majali, who was speak- 
ing at a press conference to 
commemorate the first 
anniversary of the firm, 
noted that the company's 
future plan is to add 6,000 
to 7,000 lines to the exist- 
ing network in the coining 
few years. 

Alo has benefited from 


the experience of the Greek 
communication firm ACC. 
which maintains SO per 
cent of the company's cap- 
ital and has been compet- 
ing with the JPP in extend- 
ing this service in the coun- 
try- 

Majali said that each tele- 
phone cabin in the country 
cosLs JDI 20, adding that 
among the major p>robleins 
his firm faces is the contin- 
uous destruction of tele- 
phone cabins in difTeient 
pans of the country, and a 
subsequent refusal on 
behalf of insurance compa- 
nies to insure cabins and 
phones in these areas. 

He stressed that the 
destruction of public tele- 
phone cabins has cost the 
company JD185,000 to 
maintain and repair them. 


Oman, Enron sign LNG supply deal 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman 
LNG Company said on 
Tuesday it signed a long- 
term deal with U.S. energy 
firm Enron to supply the 
Dabhol power plant in 
India with 1.6 million 
tonnes a year of liquefied 
natural gas. 

The company announced 
in a statement that it signed 
a sale and purhease agree- 
ment for a period of 20 
years. 

"This gas supply deal rep- 
resents a major milestone 
for Oman LNG because it 
means the entire output of 
the plant at Qalbat has now 
been sold,” said the Oman 
LNG Company statemenL 

"It is also unique because 
it will lead to foe first 
import of LNG into India 


and it is also the first LNG 
contract in Asia signed with 
an Independent Power Pro- 
ject,” it added. 

Enron was also expected 
to this week sign a deal 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates’ Abu Dhabi Gas Liq- 
uefaction Co. to fuel tbe 
Dabhol plant with 500,000 
tonnes a year of LNG. 

SheU GAs BV holds 30 
per cent of the Oman LNG. 
Otirer shareholders include 
Total SA, with 534 per 
cent, Korea LNG with five 
per cent, Paitex of Portugal 
with two per cent. Mit- 
subishi and Mitsui with 
2.77 per cent each and 
Itochu with 0.92 per cenL 

The first LNG cargoes for 
the Dabhol power plant are 
expected towards the end of 


2001. The statement said 
the Dabhol Power Compa- 
ny will build one LNG 
tanker to ship the LNG 
from Qalbat to their termi- 
nal in India. 

The Oman LNG project, 
which is SO per cent com- 
plete, costs about S2 bil- 
lion. So far, it has sold 4.1 
million tonnes of LNG to 
Korea Gas Corporation and 
700,000 tonnes to Osaka 
Gas Company of Japan, tbe 
statement said. 

The deal is good news for 
Enron, which was hoping to 
sign a long-delayed joint 
venture agreement with 
Qatar to set up a S4 billion 
LNG projecL The deal 
could not be converted into 
a firm agreemenL 


Total lays eyes on 
Azerbaijan-1 ran pipeline 


BAKU (AFP) — French 
oil giant Total is consider- 
ing building a pipeline 
from Azerbaijan to Iran, a 
company officia] said 
Monday, although tbe U.S. 
government opposes the 
plan. 

Patrick Lantigner, Total’s 
general manager in Azer- 
baijan, said that a pipeline 
from bis company's oil 
fields in tbe Chian's 
southern sector to nohbeni 
Iran could be shorter and 
less expensive. 

Tt is very profitable to 
transport oil across Iranian 
territory from tbe Leoko- 
ran-Talysh Deniz oil 
fields.” Lantigner said, 
referring to tbe structure 
300 kilometres south of 
Baku which Total is help- 
ing develop. 

"If Iran is located next 
door, why should we drag 
the oil in tbe other direc- 
tion?” be added, pointing 
out that the Iranian indus- 
trial centre of Tabriz was 


only 400 kilometres from 
tbe fields. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's administration 
opposes such an option 
and threatens sanctions 
against companies with 
U.S. assets working with 
Tehran. 

Washington would 
exclude tbe Islamic 
Republic of Iran from tbe 
Caspian oil bonanza by 
supporting a pipeline to 
the Turidsb port of Ceyban 
— some 1.^4 kilometres 
away — which bypasses 
Iran. 

Total — along with fel- 
low French multinational 
Elf-Aquiiaine. Germany's 
Deminex, Iran's OlEC. 
Belgium's Petrofina and 
Azerbaijan's SOCAR — 
are expected to invest 
some S2 biUron in recover- 
ing an estimated 350 mil- 
[ion barrels of oil. 

Lantigner emphasised 
that the consortium would 
examine all options: a 


pipeline to Tabriz, ship- 
ping to the nonbem Iran- 
ian port of Neka, joining a 
larger pipeline to tbe West, 
or any combination of the 
three. 

The decision would be 
made in about two to four 
years, when the actual vol- 
umes would be known, 
Lantigner said. He did not 
rule out tbe possibility of 
forming a company to 
finance and build an Iran- 
ian pipeline. 

Lantigner also repeated 
Total's interest in helping 
build a main export 
pipeline to carry the bulk 
of Azerbaijan's crude to 
Western markets, though 
be said low oil prices make 
the Ceyban project 
roomeotarily unattractive. 

Another pipeline to the 
Georgian port Supsa is 
also possible, the French 
oil official .said, though 
this would have to prove 
less expensive than tbe 
Iranian option. 
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Asian Games 

Jordan pins high hopes 
as boxing competition begins 


By Aleen Bannayan 
in Amman and Jordan 

sports media reporters 
in Bangkok 

JORDAN WEDNESDAY 
starts competition in box- 
ing. an event in which the 
country is favoured to 
clinch at least three 
medals, and hopefully the 
Kingdom's first gold at the 
13th Asian Games current- 
ly under way in Bangkok 

Jordan became the first 
Arab country on the 
medals table after Hussein 
Tahleh, a gold medallist at 
the Pan-Arab Games, won 
the silver medal in taek- 
wondo on the first day of 
competitioD. 

However, his teammates 
could not match his suc- 
cess and were eliminated 
from Tuesday's competi- 
tions. 

In taekwondo: Ali 

Asmar won his Erst bout 2- 
1 against a Japanese player 
but later lost a shot at the 
bronze medal after losing 
1-0 to a Vietnamese player. 

Jordan’s women's' team 
also lost with Alisar Matar 
losing 6- 1 to a Thai player 
and Luma Abu Judum los- 
ing 2-1 to her Japanese 
opponent. 

The taekwondo team. 


fresh out of a ten-day train- 
ing camp in Taiwan, is 
favoured to win medals. 
The team is headed by 
Ibrahim Aqil, who won the 
gold at the recently con- 
cluded World htilitary 
Games in Houston. Texas. 

The rest of Us teammates 
were also medal winners at 
the last Pan-Arab Games in 
Beirut including silver 
medallist Mohammad Abul 
Ruz, Zaha Talhouni, Nancy 
Hin^, and bronze medal- 
list AUam Bino. 

In gymnastics: Jordan 
was also eliminated 
Wednesday with Ahmad 
Abdo and Shadi Khouri 
getting 4Sth and 47th 
places among 80 partici- 
pants. 

In weightlifting: Ayed 
Khawaldeh. who was the 
first Jordanian to win three 
bronze medals in one event 
at the Pan-Arab Games in 
Beirut, came in seventh 
among fifteen participants 
in the 56-kilogiWme cate- 
gory. 

Khawaldeh, however, set 
a new Arab record in the 
snatch and expressed hope 
that he will win gold at the 
Pan-Arab Games. 

In judo: Jordan's Tawfiq 
Suleiman lost to a 
Mongolian and then to a 


player from the 
■Philippines. 

Id Wednesday's events 
Jordan competes in taek- 
wondo with Mohammad 
Sabri, Ala'a Kitket and 
Ahlam Bino playing. 

In boxing Jordan will 
compete with 180 athletes 
from 31 nations entered in 
the event 

Jordan’s delegation pins 
high hopes on Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeb, who won 
three gold medals at the 
'8th Psm-Arab Games, the 
West Asian Games in 
Tehran and Jordan's only 
gold at the 18th Arab 
Boxing Championships 
which concluded in Tunisia 
recently. 

The boxing team also 
includes Pan-Arab Games 
boxing gold medal winner 
Ayman Nadi, and bronze 
medallist Basel Hindawi. 
According to their coach 
Maytham Amer, both 
champions' draws assured 
them of bronze medals at 
the least. 

In judo. Jordan is repre- 
sented by Mousa Khal:^, a 
silver medallist at the Pan- 
Arab Games and in squash, 
the country's top player 
Mohammad Saeed will 
face Kuwait’s Adel Sbmti. 
If he wins he will have a 


tough match against one of 
Pakistan's top players, 
Zarak Khan. 

Jordan also takes part in 
bowling Wednesday. 

In the past two participa- 
tion in the Seoul '86 and 
Hiroshima '94 Asian 
Games Jordan’s sole 
medals were achieved 
through taekwondo with 
three silver and five bronze 
medals. 

Jordan's 56-member del- 
egation have joined 40 
other nations at the centu- 
ry's final sporting event. 

The Kingdom has 19 
officials and 37 athletes in 
the last sporting event of 
the century where only 
Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan are missing 
the event. Jordan is com- 
peting in 11 sports: athlet- 
ics, taxing, bowling, gym- 
nastics. judo, karate, shoot- 
ing, squash, swimming, 
weightlifting and taekwon- 
do. 

Jordan is represented by 
the best athletes in their 
respective sports: The ath- 
letics team includes 
Fakhreddin Fuad — a gold 
medallist in the Pan-Arab 
Games high jump. 

The team just concluded 
a training camp in Qatar 
where Fuad achieved 215 


centimetres, and just came 
short of his record of 222. 

Team mate Mohammad 
Abdul Baqi set a new 
Jordanian record in the 
triple jump with 15.53 — 
IS centimetres more than 
his previous mark. 

The delegation also 
includes swimming's 
bronze medallist Hana 
Majaj and karate bronze 
medallist Butheina 

Mahsiri. 

Jordan is not taking pan 
in team sports — notably 
soccer, handball and bas- 
ketball due to reasons per- 
taining to their respective 
federations. 

'The Jordan Olympic 
Committee has underlined 
the importance of taking 
pan in the Asian Games 
saying it was *'an invalu- 
able chance to assess our 
teams and pinpoint our 
location on the map of 
Asian sports being pan of 
plans of the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth to pre- 
pare teams for the upcom- 
ing Pan-Arab Games in 
Amman next s umm er and 
the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics.” 


Japan lead Asian Games fightback against China 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Japan 
humiliated China’s contro- 
versial swimmers at the 
Asian Games on Tuesday as 
the sporting superpower 
struggled to get the gold 
medals it has become used 
to. 

Takahiro Mori, Masami 
Tanaka, Takashi Yamamoto 
and the men's freestyle 
relay team ushered in a defi- 
ant new mood as Chian 
failed to win any of the five 
swimming finals. 

Taiwan's Tsai Shu-Min 
sneaked in ahead of 
Caini in the women's 200 
metre freestyle to add to the 
angry mood in the Chinese 
camp. 

Qtina also faced a new 
day of toil in the shooting, 
where they managed only 
one gold out of six, but 
extraordinary p erformances 
in diving, weightlifting, and 
gymnastics gave China a 
slender 13-12 lead over 
Japan in the gold madai 
rankings. 

It has been a long time 
since Japan has seen such a 
night of triumph in the 


Asian Games swimming. 

Yamamoto won the men's 
100m butterfly in a Games 
record of 53.^ Tm^. 
took the women's^ 20(Wi 
breaststroke. Mori the men’s 
400m individual medley and 
their men took the 4x2(X)m 
freestyle relay. 

‘T’m No. I in Asia,” shout- 
ed Yamamoto, as J^)aaese 
celebrations got underway. 

Chin a cannot now hope to 
match the 25 swimming 
golds they won in 
Hiros hima four years ago, 
where their feat was over- 
shadowed by seven drug 
failures, including two 
woild champions. 

China have also been 
counting on picking ofi^ 
shooting range titl^ in 
Bangkok, but h^ave managed 
only one out of the 10 
decided so frv. 

Trainee teacher Dina 
Aspandiyarova of 

Kazakhstan claimed a gold 
in the women's air pistol 
final and silver in the team 
event to grab the glory on 
the second day. China got 
only the team ail pistol gold. 



^Thai 
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Iran’s Ali Dale OU#10) fights past Oman’s Khair Kbadim EL A1 A. (R416) during pre- 
liminary round play at the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok. Oman won 4-2 (AFP 
photo) 
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The Games favourites' 
marksmen have been strug- 
gling all week with poor 
health and concentration. 

China’s Cal Yeqing who 
was second to 
Aspandiyarova highlighted 
the mounting nerves of her 
team. “Occasionally, I even 
did not think I was holding 
the gun properly. So 1 had to 
raise or lower the pistol sev- 
eral times," she said. 

It was not all despondency 
for China, who won 137 
gold medals in Hiroshima 
four years ago. 

Yang Xia created a 
weightlifting sensation by 
setting two world records on 
her way to the gold medal in 
the women's 53kg class. 

The 21-year-old Beijing 
student lifted 12Qkg in the 


clean and jerk to overtake 
compatriot Wang aXiufen's 
record of 1 17.5 kg set at the 
world championships in 
Finland last month and her 
overall 212Jkg surpassed 
Wang's world record of 
2 1 0kg. 

Team-mate Le Maosheng 
then won the men's 62kg to 
continue China's impressive 
sweep of all four golds con- 
tended so far. 

World champions Liu 
Xuan, Bi Wenjing, Kui 
Yuanyuan and their young 
teammates Meng Fei, Xu 
Jing and Ling Jie also 
retained the women’s tt»am 
gymnastics title with 
154.174 points. Japan were 
second and South Kora 
third. 

They dedicated their vic- 


JEEP WANTED 

Grand Cherokee V8 

Model 1995/96. Without custom duty, 
in excellent condition. 

Please contact: 079/524893 


tory to 17-year-old team- 
mate, Sang Lan, who was 
paralysed while practising 
at the Goodwill Games in 
New York in July. 

Sang is still recovering in 
the United States where she 
is said to be making excel- 
lent progress in her cam- 
paign to walk again. 

While the swimmers are 
wallowing, (Chinese divers 
are hitting new heights of 
excellence. 

World chairq)ionship sil- 
ver medallists Guo jingjing 
and Tian Liang produced 
dominant victories. Guo led 
a Chinese one-two in the 
women's three metre 
springboard ahead of Yang 
L^, while Tian won the 
men’s 10 metre platfbim in 
front of teammate Huang 
Qiang. 

China and J^)an shared 
the spoils la the cross-coun- 
try cycling with Akihito 
Udagawa winning the men's 
race for Japan and Ma Ya 
Yanping the women’s con- 
test for China. 
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Kenzon Nakamnra (L) of Japan takes down Iran's Behrooz Pariuzgar in the 01^^ ■ fm r 

under 73 1^ ({uarterfinal boot at the 13th Asian Games at Thammasat Uitiyenlih • itiSS ^ 

Sports Complex in Bangkok Nakamura beat PUrhizgar to advance to thejudg^ 

(AFP photo) . . ^ ■- ■ .r:...' 





AFC callS; 

emergen^ 

meeting 

over World 

Cup 

decision 




liWIaggio 

[I coma 


its 


Iran's iCawmi Manijeh checks to see if her air pistol is 
loaded at the 10 metre air pistol competition during the 
13th Asian Games in Bangkok. Iran had three women 
competiDg in the event (AFP photo) 






BANGKOK (AFP) — Tie 

Asian -FoottaD ' 

Confederation' will hold n j 

emeigency meeting uea 'V‘ .. ' 

weektodiscussFIFAsasci- 

sion to award just -four .--..i 

places to the continent^tiie f ^ 

WoridCupin2CK^ 

Asian nations Japan and ““ . ' . 

South K(xea wD host flie ! 

first Wcvld Cup to be held b ■ ■' " I 

the continent and both -wil ^ . j 

qualify amomatica^jffqriJie ^ 

touinamenL ! 

But FIFA’s execu^cpitt- •***.^*|' ] 

mittee decided on fiidty'io ^ '' ' ^ | 

cudy award Asia tw|p i .."1 i 

places to be coote^Tforir ! 

the rest of the ccnsfeto S 
lion’s 43 member assbbfr 
tions. . TTi 

The meeting wiD be^ i'.' 
on December 15 and il is ® 
expected that the AFC mD 

put pressure on ' FIFA to] i — 

change the dedskn ai 

quarters in Z^cb acrotdingjl Inited hosi 

to an AFC ofScid. 

FIFA president 

Blater bad been due ID visit titis i^pp. p.,;-. 

the Thai coital last.s^- ^ , 

end after tourii^ • South aBajerr 
Korea and Japan to sec fist b'. , 

hand the 20GZ prepaations s ' o.l 

but it was suddenly' caDcd finimhip 
off at the last minute, when fc.ai| 

Blatter complaizied' of ^ ^ 

ing nnwell. ^oti< Uu 

Asia won four.places at 

the last World QqsmFrancc . 

when Iran won a placecff 
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UlWitWL TTWIXU , -VI Iff ..j. . 

when Iran won a placecli .*,]] ' ^.r 

against AustraKa . ^ - tmarkahk 
November. The continent aeai u-uld'' 1 
had been awarded ihreecer* ^ j,., jj.. . '■ " -^ee 

tain places in France with “ nn' 

fourth place up forg^ifla jVresiiiL. 
play-off widi the winnert»>ib 
Oceania's quaHlying lounui/lsii) '■ ' 1 

mem. ; buj '*.j. 

One nation , that will 
affected by the decision'aic ^ '‘■-'P 

China. i'^k 

Coach Bobby HoughSJft ;'^5ios 

who took over at the si^w .';!•*■ jr.d 

the year after China rnisseo Lur’ -p.-r. 

out on qualifying for France . ' -ire 

98, said the 'decision 
dis^pointing. 

“If FIFA t^ a decision to ’“'hJiT’rrons 

allow co-hosting of the tour- cohiT^' •-■■‘ni- 

nament and tiien only alJo'^' f<luaner , rcich 


two automanc qualinn^j^ 
theo yu have to' make 3^^' 
ment^ to make it fair on 'Ji 

everyone else. When the J 

Chinese diver Jingjing Gno performs a dive during the' World Cup qualifiers started >1it 

women’s 3m springboard competition at the 13th Asian there were four places to % 

Games. Guo dominated the field to win the gold medal fight for but now it's been 
with a score of 547,470 points (AFP photo) halved." ^ 


two further qualifim tbf** i'>ther ,1 Jr.\ of 

it's unfair .qn the rest of Asid- ^incs 

The decision is a native ^ 1^^ 
for everyone else. ^'ar<^,L 

•If you are 8*^8 J , -^rouD 

two automanc anfi 'n 

toeo yu have to mato adju*^' T -t,. 
ments to make it *^,$5 ard 

everyone else. When the JaS < e .uin 

World Clip qualifies slatted % |^. - » 

there were four places to 'J'Hner. •• 
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Games. Guo dominated the field to win the gold medal fight for but now it's been } ‘ ) third ir, 
with a score of 547,470 points (AFP photo) bSved.” 
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Jordan takes part in Endurance Race 

represent the Kingdom in the World 
Entona Race w^h starts m Abu Dhabi Thursday morning with ^00 
Hriders^ part 160-idIotnetre-Iong event hL aSd 
pants- fttm a r^ord 40 countries HRH Princess Alia, president of the 
.Royal Jordaman Equestnan Federation, will attend the event 
l^rescnMg Jor^ are Jocelyn Abul Ragheb, Abdul Fanah Salem.' 
Q^sar, Aief Mahmoud. Fahed Faisal and Mohammad Ibrahim. 

Jazireh’s board meets soccer players 

AMMAN — A1 Jazireb Club's board of directors has invited members of 
jtbe soc«rt^ to a meeting next Saturday to discuss several future 
^issues after the team s unsatisfactory results in ±e Premier League The 
Wub now has a new board headed by Riyad Hroub. MeanwhUe the board 
[accepted the resignation of team trainer Mustafa Nassau and asked the 
[club's sport committee to nominate players for the under-23 category. 

Gannes opening ceremony discussed 

: • AMMAN Eg 3 'pdan expert Hamid Abdul Khaleq arrives in Amman 
today to help set up preparations of the opening and closing ceremonies 
2 of the 9th Pan- Arab Games, which will held here Aug. 15-31, 1999, 



AFP;- 


VlllllljJ. 
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Abdul Khaleq will also meet with Minister of Youth Talal Sat' an Al 
Hassan, Minister of Education Fawzi Gharaibeh and Games Director 
Isam Aridah. A French expert in the field visited Jordan earlier in the 
week. 

Jordan gets gold in judo tourney 

AMMAN — Jordan's Rand Rousan became the first Jordanian to win a 
gold medal in judo in an imemational tournament. Minister of Youth 
Talal Sat' an Al Hass an Tuesday congratulated her and other players who 
achieved one silver and two bronze medals in the Cyprus Inlem^^onal 
Judu Champion.<;hip. The Jordanian team has concluded a joint training 
camp in Nicosia with the Cypriot and Bulgarian national teams. 


Games committee visits Irbid 

IRBID — A delegation of the 9th Pan-Arab Games* Executive 
Committee Monday inspected sports facilities at Al Hassan Sport City 
and Yaimouk University. Committee Vice-Chairman Awwad Haddad, 
headed the delegation which toured several facilities where some of the 
events of next summer's Games will be held. 

Compiled by Ahmad Kkadb 


DiMaggio 
in coma 


HoaywooD (R) _ nie 

kgmdaty fbnner New York 
YaoIcBe-. Joe DiMag^o 
lemained is poor condition in 
aHcndaho^ital on Tuesday, 
anad iqxtrts be was in a coma 


M md bad lecdved last rites. 


DiMa^o, 84. recently 
uadBfWBnt suigeiy to have a 
riFVj onceraus tumour removed 
rj IU4 1 finn his ri^ lung. 

oi^ocdt has dimmed 
orar the last 72 hours." Dr. 
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£ad Batron, EMMaggjo’s 
QBeniist- and caidiolo^st. 
sod ^ is not in ^od 

shq».” 

IMMag^o, considered 
bBEcbaD’sgreatest living play- 
‘CLiflf.cii ^ duee-tiroe American 
, ^ Most Valuable PU 

I ' ^ ^ baseball's most 

records — a 56-game 
'[ 1941. He 

^ in 10 Worid Series, 

po^ 2,214 luts. 361 home 
mos and 1.537 RBI in 6.821 
a-bats during a 13-season 
tna: 
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NBA stars (L-R) Glen Rice of the Charlotte Hornets, Allan Houston of the New 
York Knicks, Dominique WiUdiis, who now plays in Greece, Alonzo Mouming of 
the Miami Heat and Patrick Ewing of the New York Knicks talk to the press 
about the NBA lockout situation during a news conference to announce '’fllie 
Game ” a Showtime-sponsored charity basketball game to be held in Atantic City 
19 Dewmber. The game, featuring some of the NBA players from Dream Teams 
1, 2 and 3, will be held for charity. The lockout has cauUd the cancellation of NBA 
games in November and December and threatens to wipe out the entire season 
(AFP photo) 
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United host Bayern in winner-takes-all battle 


-,l.u 


PARIS (AJFP) — FuU- 
s&eogtb Mazicfaesrer United 
flksr Bayern Munich, amid 
vamings by Gennans play- 
ing In the English 
itenuership, in a winner- 
Qkesrall b^e in the last 
liomd of Euzopean 
Champions League matches 
00 W^esday. 

Whoever wins at Old 
^Tiafford will win Group D 
hK,-Teznaikably, a uanow 
defeat could also see 
go through as one of 
the top two runners-up if 
otfiecresults go their way. 
The winners of each 
progress, which is 
^ple, but with only the 
best two nmners-up qualify- 
hig fw the quarterfinals. 
P^Tile permutations are 
causing, headaches and 
e across Europe. 
Si^er clubs are cbal- 
the traditional 
^’^‘onpions on results so far. 
Befemhng c ham pions 
Keti Madrid apart, the com- 
^tiUon could easily reach 
® (loarters without any of 
% other champions since 
19^. 

3996 champions 
wvtiitus are third in Group 
o without a win in five 
and need to beat 
Trondheim and 
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results go their 

^y. , 

Tbe'1995 winners Ajax 
^ also only third in Group 
while 1992 champions 
®®fcelona arc out and 1993 
•tampions Marseille, 1994 
AC Milan and 1997 
Borussia Dortmund 

J® ^ evffl in the competi- 
ttoa.. ^ 

vJ*®ochesier United were 
^ 1^68 winners and their 
other European tri- 
] ^ been the 1991 

4 5®opean Cup Wumets-Cup 
at ibe expense of 
*^ona in Rotterdam. 
Uiwed <ai Monday report- 
Z} bilJ of health 
^ of the Old Trafford 

Jl^^eer Ryan Giggs, now 
Jcovered from a bro- 
^ returns to the 




European stage for the first 
time since United thrashed 
Bondby 6-2 in Denmark on 
October 21. 

And even though Andy 
Cole was substiruted during 
Saturday's l-I draw* at 
Aston Villa he is favourite 
tO partner Dwight Yorke in 
attack. 

Liverpool's German 
import Karlheinz Riedle. 
who scored twice in 
Dortmund's 3-1 win over 
Juventus in the 1997 final, 
and Newcastle’s former 
Bayern player Dieunar 

Hamaim both believed the 
signs were not good for the 
visitors. 

In the other Group D 
game, Brondby host 

Barcelona in a nianiogless 
match both sides already 
eliminaiog. 

Juventus will be praying 
that history repeats itself 
when they walk out to face 
Group B leaders Rosenborg 
for tiieir final match. 

This last season, 

Juventus needed to beat 

Manchester United and 
hope other result went their 
way if the Turin club were 
to reach the quanerfinals. 

Mercifully, FiHp^ 

Inzaghi scored an 84th- 
tninure winner against 

United and the other results 
enabled Juventus to sneak 
into the last eight — smd 
later endure a heartbreabng 
final defeat against Real 
Madrid. 

On Wednesday, Juventus 
fate is once again in the lap 
of the gods. 

The Italian champions 
need to beat the Noregi^s 
at home and pray tha 
Athletic Bilbao b^ 
Galatasaray in Spam 

though neither 


Juventus for Bilbao have 
woo a single match so far. 
Galatasaray are hampered 
by the absence of suspended 
star Hakan Sukoir. 

The major problem, how- 
ever. is the absence of star 
striker Alessandro Del 
Piero, who will not be 
alongside Inzaghi again 
before next season. The two 
reserves, Uruguayan Daniel 
Fonseca and Nicola 
Amoniso. have both strug- 
gled with either injury or 
poor form. 

Id Group A, three clubs 
still have a chance of quali- 
fying, 

Ajax have a sUm chance 
of going through as the best 
second-placed club should 
they win at Porto and 
Olympiakos win or draw 
against Croatia Zagreb — 
meaning the Greeks would 
win the group. 

However, Ajax are with- 
out suspended ofiensive 
midfielder and captain 
Richard Wtschge, defend- 
ers Danny Blind, who has a 
groin injury, and Tom Sier, 
who has a hamstring pull. 

If Zagreb beat 
Olympiakos, they could 
jump from third to top spot 
on a three-way tie with 10 
points with who advances 
depending on the goals 
scored in the final matches. 

Inter Milan top Group C. 
thanJks to super sub Roteno 
Baggio, who scored two late 
goals at the San Siro in their 
3-1 victory over Real 
Madrid in their last game 
nearly two week ago. 

Inter have new coach 
MiFcea Lucescu of Romania 
in charge for their last game 
against eliminated Sturm 
Graz of Austria — who 
have Iran's Mehradd 


Mina^’and. Mario Posch and 
Roman Mahiich out injured. 
Lucescu took over follow- 
ing the sacking of Gigi 
Simone on November 30. 

A win would see Inter into 
the quarter-finals as the 
group wiimers. Should Real 
Madrid win at horue to 
Spartak Moscow, they 
would also go through 
either as group winners on 
one of the best runners-up. 

Should Inter lose their last 
game, the winner of the 
Madrid v Moscow game 
wins the group. 

Spartak midfielder 

Miroslav Romaschenko will 
miss die game with a knee 
injury which forced him to 
undergo surgery in a 
German hospital last week. 


Van Exel 
to sue NBA 


NEW YORK CAP) — The 
weekend passed with hard- 
ly anyone noticing that 
David Stem managed to 
keep Latreil Spreweli out of 
the NBA for one year, afrer 
all. 

Now. Nick Van Exel is 
suing to get out. 

Van Exel, who wants to 
play in Europe and stay 
there even if the lockout 
ends, plans to file suit 
against the NBA, USA 
Basketball and FIBA later 
this week, his agent said. 

Van Exel and several 
other plai/itiffs. including 
Marcus Camby of the New 
York Knicks, allege that the 
NBA and USA BasketbaU 
will not give clearance to 
FIBA. the -sport's world 
governing body, for a play- 
er to continue playing 
under a European League 
contract if his NBA team 
wants him back after the 
lockout. 

Van Exel, traded in June 
from the Los Angeles 
Lakers to the Clover 
Nuggets, has one year left 
on his NBA contract for 
about $2.1 million, which 
means he has lost about 
$700,000 in salary. Agent 
James Bryant has received 
ofifers Irom two or three 
teams overseas, and said 
Van Exel would make 
about $2 million and then 
return as a free agent lot the 
1999-2000 NBA season. 

Today will be the fourth 
day since the last coUecti>re 
bargaining sesrion was 
held, and neitiier side has 
shown an urgency to sched- 
ule another one. 

The season, if there ever 
is one, cannot begin until 
mid-January at the eariiesi. 


2nd Division Basketball Championship 

Wihdat, Fuheis aim 
to maintain unbeaten run 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Wihdat 
have the chance to 
increa.se their lead atop the 
Second Division 

Basketball Championship 
.standings when they face 
lowly Ebbin Wedne^ay in 
their fourth match of the 
eight-team event which 
concludes Dec. 25. 

Playing in the Second 
Division for the second 
year after finishing runner 
up last year, Al Wihdat 
have maintained an 
unbeaten streak for now 
going over the lOO-point 
mark in all their wins so 
far. 

Led by coach Ghaith Al 
Najjar, who was previous- 
ly at Al .Ahli. they are 
assured of clinching one 
of the two quahfying 
berths to the First Division 
next year. 

In their last match they 
ended Homentmen's win- 
ning streak by scoring a 
107-48 victory that kept 
them leading while their 


oppooems dn^Tped to 
third. 

Homentmen, formerly a 
First Division team, are 
struggling to regain their 
place for the tWd year 
now, and need to win all 
their remaining matches to 
take the second slot to 
move back to the First 
Division. 

They next have an easy 
match against Samma. 
However, tiiey are likely to 
face svcng opposition 
from AJ Fuheis, who are 
now in second place after 
a 90-53 win over .Al 
Rayeh. 

AJ Fuheis next have an 
important match against 
Ai Ashrafieb who are 
fourth after beating 
Samma 51-27. 

Abu Nusair, who lost by 
a mere point 54-53 to 
Ebbin in their last match, 
play the fourth match of 
the day against .Al Rayeh. 

The last event on the 
Jordan Basketball 

Federation's (JBFt current 
agenda — two of the eight 

STANDINGS 


teams taking part in the 
second division will be 
promoted this year making 
the total number of Hrst 
Division teams eight 
instead of six. 

Missing from the ev'ent 
is Al Watani, also a former 
First Division team who 
were relegated but failed 
to participate in the second 
division. 

Also not playing are 
teams like Gazzet 
Hashem. Karak and 
Sahab. 

' The JBF this year organ- 
ised only tlroe other 
events: the first division 
and the Under-14 won by 
Al Orthodoxi. and the 
Under- 16 won by Al 
Jaziieh. 

The women’s, juniors, 
and Under-22 were can- 
celled while the JBF is 
discussing holding the 
Under- 18 with the con- 
cerned clubs. 

The First Division 
includes Al Orthodoxi. Al 
Ahli. Al Jazireh. Al Jalil. 
Al Hussein. AJ Jeel. 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Wibdat 

3 

3 

. 

320 

166 

6 

Fuheis 

3 

3 

- 

230 

167 

6 

Homentmen 

3 

2 

1 

189 

219 

5 

Ashrafieh 

3 

I 

2 

156 

199 

4 

Rayeh 

3 

1 

2 

154 

192 

4 

Abiii Nusair 

3 

. 

3 

183 

231 

3 

Ebbin 

2 

1 

1 

no 

121 

3 

Samma 

2 

- 

2 

52 

99 

o 


Wednesday's matches 


Rayeh-Abu Nusair 
Fuheis- Ashrafieh 
Ebbin-Wihdat 
Sanmia-Homentmen 


4:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 


Terra Sancta 
Terra Sancta 
Hassan Sports City 
Hassan Sports Ci^ 


16-year-old best swimmer of 1998 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney 
schoolboy Ian Thorpe is still 
only 16 is now officially 
ranked alongside some of the 
greatest names in world 
swimming. 

Thorpe was officially 
named U.S. Swimming 
World magazine's 1998 mr’ • 
international swimmer for 
1998 on Tuesday. 

•To join such greats as 
Alex Popov, Kieren Perkins. 
Matt Biondi, Michael Gros> 
and Vladimir Salnikov, whi* 
have all won the award in the 
past makes me feel ver> 
humble." said Thorpe. 

•7’m actually quite .sur- 
prised because 1998 bos seen 
some great performance, 
panicul^y from ni> 
Australian team-maic- 
Michael Klim and Gram 
Hacken." 

Klim, who won the awuixl 
last year after his lOOm bui- 
lerfly world ecord. was con- 
sidered unlucky not to take 
out the award for the second 
consecutive year after bis 
four gold, two silv'er and a 
bronze ai last January’s Perth 
world titles. 


But while Klim's perfor- 
mances dimmed as the year 
progressed. "Thorpedo" 

went from strength to 
sireogih. 

Thorpe started the year by 
becoming Australia’s 

youngest men's world swim- 
ming champion in Perth, tak- 


ing out the 4CK)m freestyle. 

Eight months later, he 
swam within an agonising 
one hundredths of a second 
of the world 200m freestyle 
record at the Kuala Lumpur 
Commonwealth Games and 
was just 0.55sec outside 
Kieren Perkins’ world 400m 
record davs later. 


even 


furnished roof apartment for rent 

280 sq.m., deluxe, modem furniture, 3 bedrooms (1 master), 
2 salons, 2 fireplaces, maid's room, big storage. 
Location: 7lh Circle, near Royal Automobile Chib. 

If interested pleas e call: 079^637 or 079^33973 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

ISTIKLAL HOSPITAL INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIHCATIOIM OF 
HOSPITAL SUPPLIERS 

Istiklal Hospital in Amman is soliciting expressions of interest from hospital suppliers 
joint-venture local with / or international for submission of pre-quaJification data who 
can qualify through experience with projects of similar size. For supply, install, 
commission, train and maintenance of medical, non-medical hospital equipment and 
furniture for Istiklal Hospital in Amman. 

Suppliers who possess experience in this field, and feel qualified financially and 
technically, and wish to participate in fire above tender are Invited to submit their 
pre-qualification documents, not later than 12:00 hours of Monday, Dec. 21st 1998 at:- 

Al-Belad Medical Services Co. (Istiklal Hospital) 

Wasfi Al Tal Street - Shamiah Centre - Fifth Floor - Office No. (503) 

P.O. Box 1493, Amman 11821, Jordan 

TeL: OD (962) - (6) - 5523282, 00 (962) - (6) - 5523283 

Fax.: 00 (962) - (6) - 5523284 

E-mail: lst-hosp@nets,com.jo 

Elig'ible suppliers may obtain free summary informations document about the project from 
the abovementioned address. 

Results of pre-qualification shall be announced and advised to participants as soon as 
they become available. 

Pre-qualification documents should Include the following:- 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


Rnanclal capability of the supplier, l.e. financial references, financial statements 
for 2 years, turnover ... etc. 

Technical capability of the supplier, including details of experience and back 
ground of peroonnel .... etc. 

Detailed documents showing similar projects executed by the supplier, full 
names and addresses of firms for whom such services were rendered, and 
details of projects including contract cost and completion periods. 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The National Centre for Human Resources Development Is 
seeking to employ a Financial Officer with the following qual- 
ifications and skills: 

Jordanian nationality 

Minimum of seven years experience in a finance 
function; 

University degree in a related field with 
international accreditation such as Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) or Chartered Accountant (CA); 
Relevant experience in international business & 
financial practices; 

Proficiency in utilising financial/accounting 
computer software pacio^a,* 

Experience in report writing; 

Fluent in English and Arabic. 

Only qualified candidates should send their CVs to the 
following address not later than Dec. 20, 1 998 to: 

Administration Manager 
P.O. Box 560 Al-Jubeiha *1 1 941 
Jordan 
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Iraqi government accuses its 
human rights critics of hypocrisy 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
govenuDeot. branded a cruel 
dictatorship by the West, 
accused its human rights 
critics on Tuesday of double 
standards. 

At the opening of a 
Baghdad cortference mark- 
ing the 50th azmivers^ of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Riglus. Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Saeed 
A1 Sahaf said Western 
nations cynically used 
human rights to bully devel- 
oping nations. 

.And be accused them of 
hypocrisy for lecturing the 
world on human rights 
while pursuing ‘*ocgani^ 
genocide" by maintaining 
economic sanctions against 
Iraq. 

“Human rights have 
become a political weapon 
in the hantte of some states 
and a selective measure 
which is subject to double 
standards," Sahaf said. 

“They have also become a 


means of blackmail and 
political pressures on other 
particular states," he added. 

“It has become clear to all 
that the exploitation of 
human rights by the domi- 
nant states, with the United 
States of America at the 
head, aims at achieving their 
own interests, spr^ing 
their influence and imposing 
their will.” 

Iraq has been under strin- 
gent U.N. sanctions since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait It 
says the sanctions, which 
cannot be lifted until it 
meets U.N. disarmament 
requirements, have killed 
1.5 million Iraqis by depriv- 
ing them of food and medi- 
cine. 

“During the past eight 
years this unjust embargo 
has constituted a flagr^t 
violation of the collective 
and individual human rights 
of Iraqis." Sahaf said. 

The United States 1997 
Human Rights report rated 


Iran ready for negotiations on islands 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's foreign minister said his 
country is ready to pursue bilateral negotiations with the 
United Arab Emirates on three Gulf islands which cou- 
trol the world’s main oil supply route and are claimed by 
I both nations. Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi said in a 
phone conversation Monday with U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan that his counuy is “ready to remove 
misunders tandings ” on the issue, according to the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA. 

Turkish author rejects award 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Internationally acclaimed Tuikisb 
author Orfaan Pamuk has declined an official state award 
in protest against Turkey's treatment of dissenting 
authors and artists, Turkish newspapers reported 
Tuesday. ‘1 categorically reject this title,” Pamuk said on 
learning he had been named “state artist” by Turkish 
President Suleyman DemireL along with 71 other writ- 
ers, pointers and actors. "This state has thrown Ismail 
Besikci, Ragip Duran, Oogu Periocek and many other 
journalists into jail. As a writer I cannot accept this title 
under those circumstances-” Dozens of writers and Jour- 
nalists are currently imprisoned in l\ijrkey ajfter falling 
foul of the country’s anti-terrorism laws, which effec- 
tively restrict fieedom of speech. 

Strike paralyses Sanaa University 

SANAA (AFP) — The 1,5(X) teachers of Sanaa 
University went on strike Tuesday to press demands for 
a 50 per cent pay rise, in an action which could drag on 
for 10 days. Some 3,000 other employees of Yemen's 
largest university joined the strike, demanding the same 
increase. The teachers receive an average monthly salary 
of $200. and the government has already approved the 
pay rise, but it has yet to be implemented. Sanaa 
University has 55,000 students. 

Airport shut 12 hours after plane swerves 

NAIROBI (R) — Nairobi's Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport was closed to all air traffic for 12 hours late on 
Monday after a Saudi Arabian Airlines aircraft swerved 
off the runway after landing, officials said on Tuesday. 
An official at the Kenya Airports Authority said the air- 
port reopened shortly ^ter 5 a.m. on Tuesday and that all 
flights into Nurobi on Monday night had been rerouted 
10 Mombasa or to airports in Tanzania and Uganda. No 
injuries were reported in the accident. 

Iran says 176 have died of AIDS 

TEHRAN I AFP) — Iran's anti-AIDS campaign chief 
said Tuesday that 176 people had died of the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) in the country 
by the end of October 1998. Nasser Yeganeh. who heads 
the government campaign to fight the syndrome, was 
quoted by the official news agency IRNA as putting the 
total number of HIV-positive people at 1,443, of whom 
206 had developed full-blown AIDS. Drug abuse is usu- 
ally blamed for most cases of HIV infection in Iran. 

Doctor banned for illegal transplant 

CAIRO (AFP) — The union of Egyptian doctors has 
banned a renowned urologist from practising medicine 
after he performed an illegal kidney transplant on a for- 
eign national, a union spokesman said Tuesday. Surgeon 
Amr Ayad defied union laws last year when be per- 
formed a successful kidney transplant on a Syrian busi- 
nesswoman who paid $30,0(X) for the procedure. The 
donor, an Egyptian taxi driver, filed a complaint with the 
union when Ayad refused to give him $3,500. aliege^y 
his share of the fee. Organ transplants between 
Egyptians and foreign nationals are subject to rigorous 
controls and permission must first be obtained from the 
physicians* union. 

Kuwait seeks U.S. howitzers 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s defence minister has stressed 
his country's need for American howitzers in a deal 
worth more than $600 million that faces fierce parlia- 
mentary opposition. The Kuwaiti army is in dire need 
for the U.S. made Paladin howitzers that fill the shortage 
suffered by the land forces,” said Defence Minister 
Sheikh Salem Sabah A1 Salem A1 Sabah in a statement 
issued by the official Kuwait News Agency Monday. 
Sheikh Salem was responding in a written statement to 
questions posed by a member of Kuwait's elected par- ; 
liament over the purchase of the self-propelled artilleiy. 
“These deals are between the Kuwaiti and U.S. govern- 
ments and are executive arrangements subjects to the 
provisions of the security agreements signed by both 
I states... The defence ministry has a written guarantee 
I from the U.S. administration regarding the guns," the 
I statement said. 


Iraq’s record as “extremely 
poor,” citing reports of 
2,000 summary executions, 
afoitrary arrests and torture, 
and severe limits on free- 
dom of religion and move- 
ment. 

It quoted a U.N. report 
which said freedom of 
speech and the press were 
non-existent, and accused 
Iraqi security forces of 
“widespread, serious and 
systematic human rights 
abuses." 

But conference delegates 
said the suffering caus^ by 
sanctions outweighed gov- 
ernment violations. 

British parliamentarian 
George Galloway said 
“very serious human rights 
violations' continued in Iraq 
but added that they paled in 
comparison to die sanctions, 
which he said killed “as 
many people as Pol Pot 
killed in the genocide in 
Cambodia.” 

“It’s all veiy well Western 


politicians talking alxHit 
human rights on the micro- 
level. on the individual 
level, and I would in ncMinal 
times be with diem on th^ 
But you can’t talk about 
human rights on that level if 
you are justifying and 
indeed responsible for such 
widespread and mass 
slaughter of a whole 
nation," Galloway told 
rq>orters. 

Others questioned Western 
criteria of human rights. 

“Before the sanctions, Iraq 
satisfied the right of lodg- 
ing. food and ^ucation for 
all of its people,” said 
Boubacar M^ga. from Mali, 
arising that the right to 
health and welfare overrode 
the luxuries of an open polit- 
ical process. 

“You cannot impose 
democracy on a coun^ 
which does not know its 
rules... E^mociacy that we 
have in Africa cost us 
dearly.” 


‘35 bodies found 
in Aigerian graves’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Rescue 
woikeis excavating two mass 
graves near Algiers have 
found die bodies of 35 pet^le 
believed to be victims of 
Is lamis t rebels, and are still 
di gging, the newspqi^ El 
Watan n^xxted on Di^day. 

El Whtan, considered to be 
ihe best informed daily on 
security matters, quoted die 
rescue workers as s^dng diey 
expected the number (^bodies 
to rise to more than 200. 

The newspaper said die vic- 
tims bad b^ seized by 
Armed Islamic (jroup (GIA) 
members who Idlled them and 
dunqied their bodies in two 
wells in an orange grove some 
20 kilometres southwest of 
central Algiers. 

Woikm have been excavat- 
ing die weUs over the past fort- 
ni^t since it was <&coveied 
thla diey bad long been used 
as impromptu mass graves. It 
was not clear how long the 
bodies bad been there. 

‘The be^ of bodies 
duiqied on top of (Xfaers 
reaches 20 metres in one 
place,” the oewsptper quoted 
rescuers as sa^ng. 

El Watan quoted woikers as 
saying that some boches had 
bm tied up widi wire. “At 
one site, we dug 40 metres 
deep and we have to excavate 
a further 30 metres to reach 


the bottom.” the newspqier 
quoted the wcxkeis as adding. 

The area where die bodies 
were frxmd is located in what 
Algerians call “die triao^e of 
de^” between central 
Algiers and Blida, 50 kilome- 
ties south, where scores of 
civilians have been kidn^p^ 
from an area embiac^ 
Laihaa. Mefrah, Si^ Moussa 
and Eucalyptus. 

Hundreds of civilians have 
been Idlled in this area in die 
past fair years and die gov- 
omment has held Islamist 
rebels responsible. 

The govemmeait has so far 
made do comment cm the dis^ 
covexy of the mass graves and 
die state-run media have not 
mentioDed them. ' ” 

La Nouvelle Republique 
daily said on Thesday that sus- 
pect Islamist rtibels kiUed 
three peasants on Sunday 
night at Bou Ismail area in 
Tqiaza province, 60 Idlome- ' 
tres west of Algiers. 

Also on Sur^. suspected 
Islamist rebels slashed die 
dnoats d nine farm woikeis, 
mostly wcxnen and diildien, 
in the same province, accord- 
ing to government security 
officials. 

Sunday’s killnig brou^t to 
more d^ 60 die number of 
people killed during the past 
seven days. 



HUNGER STRIKE: Palestinian women diant slogans during a protest in Gaza to 
support the release of I^estinian prisoners in Israeli jails on Itaesday. The 
women, including relatives of the detainees, marked the third day of a hunger 
strike in Gaza in solidarity with the prisoners who are already on hunger strike 
(Reuters photo) 

Iranian court acquits 
Rafsanjani’s daughter 


TEHRAN(R)— An Iranian 
couit has acquitted former 
President Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani's daughter, a 
leading moderate newspa- 
per publisher, of almost all 
charges of libelling the 
police, her paper reported 
on Tuesday. 

Hashemi’s daily, one of 
those which have been 
under pressure from hard- 
liners trying to stem 
President Mo hamm ad 
Khatami's liberal reforms, 
bad accused a top security 
official of being neaihy 
when two members of 
Khatami's cabinet . were 
beaten up. 

“The jury of the Press 
Court found Faezeh 
Hasbemi. publisher of Zan 


newspaper, not guilty of ail 
but one of the charges 
raised against by the 
police,” Zan (Vfoman) 
reported. 

The court did find 
Hashemi, who is also a 
member of the parliament, 
guilty of the minor cbaige 
of insulting the police intel- 
ligence department, but said 
she deserved a lighter sen- 
tence, the newspaper said. 

The court wUl pass sen- 
tence at a later date. 

Zan had said the conunan- 
der of the police intelli- 
gence department. 

Mohanunad-Reza Naqdi, 
had been seen near the 
scene when the two aides 
were beaten up in 
September. 


The assault was one of the 
most brazen in a series of 
attacks by hardliners on 
gatherings of moderates. 

Zan has b^n outspoken 
on women's rights and other 
politically sensitive issues. 
On Mon^y it was the only 
daily among Tehran’s two 
dozen newsp^rs to report 
that dissident poet 
Mohammad Mokhtari had 
gone missing since leaving 
his home in Tehran last 
week. 

Several liberal and critical 
newspapers and magazines 
have b^n closed in recent 
months amid calls by lead- 
ing conservatives for press 
freedoms granted under 
Khatami to be curbed. 


Cyprus waters down Israeli spying charges 


LARNACA (R) — 

Prosecutors in Cy^Hus have 
watered down spying chaiges 
against two Isi^lis held in 
custody for the past month, 
documents produced in court 
Tuesday show. 

The two accused were due 
to enter a plea before the 
island’s criminal court 
Tuesday but the case was 
postponed at their lawyer’s 
request to review the new 
chaiges. and the court 
adjourned the hearing to Dec. 
21. 

The new charge sheet, 
which judicial sources made 
available to journalists, keeps 


the original chaiges of espi- 
onage but drops the initial 
accusation that the Israelis 
passed on any secret infocma- 
tion they may have gathered. 

They now face two counts, 
of conqtiracy and of spying 
by collating infrMmation on 
die defence of the east 
Medhetianean island “which 
could have been useful to any 
other state.” 

Gianging die chaiges 
before die formal trial prxess 
starts in a criminal court is not 
unusual in Cyprus, where 
poUoe draft die ixutial ctuuges 
but the attorney general's 
office then takes over the case. 


Police sources said the attor- 
ney-general's office made the 
changes in the cbat^. 

The new chaiges were not 
read out in court T may raise 
some objections,” d^nce 
lawyer Antis Triantaiyllides 
told die brief 10-minute hear- 
ing vdien requesting die post- 
ponement 

Udi Haigov, 37, and Igal 
Damaiy. 49, were airesied in 
eariy November in a south 
coast vQlage close to a sensi- 
tive militazy area. 

Police, who had placed the 
area un^ surveillance after 
lecdi^ rqxMts of suspected 
Israeli activity there, said diey 


found SC^lhisticated listening 
equipment in the ^lartment 
the two men had rented. 

Hargov and Damaiy. sli ght 
bespectacled men who have 
grown goatee beards and 
moustacte during their deten- 
tion. looked cheerful as tb^ 
entered the courtroom 
through a crowd of journalists 
and armed anti-terrorist 
police. 

They face sentences of up to 
10 years in prison if found 
guQty of espionage. 

Israel has denied die two 
men woe spying on Cypnis. 
but has ^ven no public expla- 
nation of what they were 


doing close to a military zone, 
widi listening equipmeot, on 
the nigtu on Nov. 5. 

The accused were frequent 
visitors to Cyprus. Police said 
diey had also spied on mili- 
tary installations in mid- 
October. during laige scale 
CyjHiot-Greek military 
manoeuvres on die divided 
island. 

Cypnis and Israel enjoy 
close relations, but the case 
has stirred considerable 
unease among Greek Cypriots 
over die true intentions of the 
Jewish state, which has a mil- 
itary agreement with their 
arch-foe Diricey. 


Palestinians stage rehearsai for Ciinton visit 


RAFAH (AFP) — Thousands of 
Palestinian security men staged a 
dress rehearsal here Tuesday for the 
arrival of Bill Clinton amid upbeat 
comments from a Palestinian secu- 
rity chief that all was ready for the 
historic visit of the U.S. president. 

Hundreds of Palestinian police, 
watched by U.S. security men, 
swarmed all over the control tower, 
terminal and VIP facilities of Gaza 
IntemationaJ Airport for three 
hours ahead of Clinton’s arrival by 
helicopter next week, witnesses 
said. 

Clinton and his wife, Hillary, are 
due to land at the airport by heli- 
copter on Monday a^r Israel 
objected to the U.S. party using the 
presidential aeroplane on the 
grounds that it would be seen as a 
recognition of Palestinian state- 
hood. 

The airport, set in a flat expanse 
in the Rafah area in the south of the 
Gaza Strip near the Egyptian bor- 


der, was only opened two weeks 
ago amid chaotic scenes and is still 
unable to handle night ffights. 

As part of the dress rehearsal, 
hundreds of armed I^estinian 
police, in jeeps and on foot, were 
posted at 1 00-metre intervals along 
the 25 kilometres of road between 
the airport and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s office in 
Gaza City, witnesMS said. 

“We are going to carry out all the 
security measures which his visit 
demands from the airport to 
Bethlehem," (jcneral Ghazi AJ 
Jabali told journalists after 
Palestinian police commandos had 
completed a martial arts display in 
front of four U.S. security person- 
nel in Gaza City. 

“It’s a big responsibility for us. 
Our people are very happy because 
it’s die first time that a U.S. presi- 
dent has visited the Palestinian ter- 
ritories,” Jabali said. 

Shortly afterwards curious 


Palestinians crowded out onto their 
balconies and into the streets to 
watch six U.S. military helicopters 
swoop low over Gaza City and out 
over the Mediterranean, before 
landing in the compound of 
Arafat's office in Gaza City, wit- 
nesses said. 

All hotels in the Gaza Strip have 
been booked up for the visit and 
local residents who live near 
Arafat's office and Palestinian leg- 
islature building have had their 
names taken and their security cre- 
dentials checked. 

Residents also spoke of U.S. 
security men checking any building 
which Clinton might conceivably 
visit 

In addition, a large triumphal arch 
in front of the Shawa halt the 
Palestinian legislature building, in 
the Shati area of Gaza City has 
been finished in quick time. 

And a mini-D^e of the Rock, 
modelled on the mosque at the cen- 


tre of the A1 Aqsa compound in 
Jerusalem, has been built in front of 
the hall where Clinton is due to 
Jwidress a joint session of the 
Palestinian legislature and the 
Palestinian National Council 
(PNC). 

Hamas was scathing about 
Clinton's visit, calling it “part and 
parcel of the conspiracy which 
reached its limit in the Wye 
Plantation agreement” but notably 
the group did not threaten an y vio- 
lence during the trip. 

Elsewhere on Tuesday, three U S 
naval faeUcopters landed at Beit 
Sahour, near Bethlehem in the West 
Bank, where Clinton is due to visit 
the Church of the Nativity and the 
Bethlehem 2000 millennium office 
witnesses said. 

The helicopters then headed 
soutii for the IsraeU national shrine 
and fo^s of Masada above the 
the presidential 

party ts also due lo visit 



Bridedons $6 
diamond 

dress 

bndc tied (!» 

Monday in a $6 
dress dnppmg. with dj. 
montis, some of- wEch sie 
said she donafc 

to an AIDS after 
ceremony 

Battaglia, up for 

her wedtfing to’ Anjdlo 

Fonnisano, 32 , in tfepb* 
elegant church . bf "Sta 
Fraireisco-dil^ -ii ^ 
ivory dress stn<H«f^ j|^ 
bodice and skirt with<i,O0Q 
glittering gems. ’ 

U.S. agents, • 
seize smuggled 
moon rock -’ 






prince 




MIAMI (R) — A hnnp of 
3.9-billion-ye^-oid mooii 
rock brou^t to Eardi by 
the crew of Apolld 17 aj 
given to Honduras ^ a pfl 
has been seized i 
was smu^ed into ^ 
United States, .frie Uil. 
Customs - Service 
Monday. Tbe rock, ghm lo 
the govemmoit cf 
Honduras a quaiita ceotnj 
ago, was beiiig o£^ 
sale for $5 'miljic^ (jj, 
officials smd. 

Elections from 
horses to frying 
pans 

CARACAS (R) — iWta 
do a white horsej; a frjiii 
pan and a Chri^my jn 
have to do with idie aes 
Venezuelan jaesideiir 
They are just some of b 
symbols which have bn 
used by candidates in . 
paign commerd^^leai^ 
up to Sunday's i^sidenDa 
vote. Tbe. raoj ' 

running candidate Hw > 
Chavez de^ratdy ttyii; 
to shed his- image as a loa 
of violence while ^ oppo- 
nents seek to foqto.p^ 
attention on th&^Uoody 
coup attempt whid' N 
in 1992. ■■■ 

Man beateiil^ f 
for setting ? 
off fireworks 

MBABANE (AFP) - *• 
angry mob in tbe 
Swaziland c^tal ty o 

Mozambican "i mi udcoo* 
scious for setting off fiR* 
works, banned in die cit)' 
following a bomb blast in 
November, press lepc^ 
said here TXicsday. Phli<* 
explained ffiat the' .poblie 
was still angry a^t the 
November blast, 

Idlled a security, 
wounded nine people and 
partially destroy^ 
offices of ±e deputy 
rainister 

FBI release 
1,275 pag^ 
of Sinatra’s file 

WASHINGTON 
The FBI released 1£J 
pages of its filM on Rsft 
Sinatra on Tuesday, sho^ 
ing the agency linked 
late legeodaty sin^ 
Mafia leaders. HoHy^ 
moguls and the inner 
ings of Las Vegas 
The documents also sbo» 
the FBI’s accountt o» ' 
Sinatra as ihie victim 
threats to hiS life 8pd. j 
target of ^xtorow _ 
schemes. - - - - 

Russian thieves 
swipe rabbits 
and blood 

MOSCOW (R) ' 

robbed a bloodbank m 
remote Russian' ' 

stealing blood 
used for biologic ^ ; 
.Itar Tass..new;^ag^J 
reported on 
Police in Syktyvkan^ca^ 
of the northern 
Komi region, w®*® JJ! ^ 
nine to search i 

make sure the ■ 

— which could-bc 
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